


New Testament Greek

An Introduction

This book provides a general introduction to the grammar and syntax of Hellenis-
tic, or New Testament, Greek. With 24 chapters, it is suitable for a two-semester
course. Each lesson is structured around equipping students to read passages drawn
directly from the Greek New Testament. In addition to the traditional Erasmian
system, students are offered the option of using a historical Greek system of pro-
nunciation similar to that used in early Christian preaching and prayer. The book
provides extensive reference tools, including paradigms for memorization, gram-
matical appendices, and illustrations. The text is accompanied by a Web site that
offers a workbook of passages for translation. Each chapter of the grammar con-
cludes with a vocabulary list of Greek terms that appear in that lesson’s assigned
passage for translation, found in the online workbook. Audio recordings of all
vocabulary words and translation passages, using the historical Greek system of
pronunciation, are provided online.

Features

■ Provides the instructor and students the choice of using the historical Greek
pronunciation system or the traditional Erasmian system. Audio recordings of
all vocabulary and passages for translation are supplied online.

■ Students will read continuous sections of Greek New Testament (John 1–6,
Matt 9:9–13) rather than artificial classroom sentences, and the online work-
book includes additional translation passages as well as syntactical and parsing
questions.

■ Includes an exhaustive summary of all grammatical paradigms in the
appendices.

B. H. McLean is currently Professor of New Testament Language and Literature at
KnoxCollege, University of Toronto.He is the author ofAn Introduction to the Study
of Greek Epigraphy of the Hellenistic and Roman Periods from Alexander the Great
down to the Reign of Constantine (323 BCE–337 CE) (2002) and Greek and Latin
Inscriptions in the Konya Archaeological Museum (2002). He has taught introduc-
tory New Testament Greek for more than twenty years in four institutions, using a
variety of textbooks, and serves as the Greek examiner for biblical doctoral candi-
dates at the Toronto School of Theology.
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adv. adverb
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art. article
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attrib. attributive

BDAG F. Wm. Danker, W. Bauer, W. F. Arndt, F. W. Gingrich. A
Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, 3rd edition.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000.

BDF F. Blass, A. Debrunner, R. W. Funk. Greek Grammar of the New
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1961.

ca. about (fr. Latin “circa”)

cf. compare (fr. Latin “confer”)

cognate of the same derivation or root

cohort. cohortative subjunctive

colloq. colloquial

comp. comparative

cond. conditional
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dep. deponent
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viii Abbreviations

esp. especially

fig. figuratively

fm. feminine gender

fr. from

freq. frequently

fut. future tense

gen. genitive case

gen. absol. genitive absolute

GNT Greek New Testament

hapax legomenon a word that is only attested once in a particular corpus1

HGr Hellenistic Greek

IBM he Collection of Ancient Greek Inscriptions in the British
Museum. 4 vols. Oxford 1874–1916.

i.e. that is (Latin, “id est”)

IEph Die Inschriten von Ephesos. 8 vols. 1979–.

IJudDonateurs Donateurs et fondateurs dans les synagogues juives. Répertoire
des dédicaces grecques relatives à la construction et à la
réfection des synagogues. Ed. B. Lifshitz. Paris 1967.

IKonya B. H. McLean. Greek and Latin Inscriptions in the Konya
Archaeological Museum, Regional Epigraphic Catalogues of
Asia Minor IV. British Institute of Archaeology at Ankara
Monograph 39. BAR International Series, 2002.

impers. impersonal, no expressed subject, only an impersonal “it
(is)/there (are)”

impf. imperfect tense

impv. imperative mood

ind. indicative mood

indecl. indeclinable

indef. indefinite, referring to no specific person or thing

infin. infinitive

instr. instrumental, that is, of the means or instrument used by an
agent

intrans. intransitive, that is, verb does not take a direct object

1 E.g., attested once in GNT, or attested once in early Christian literature, or attested once in all ancient
Greek literature.
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irreg. irregular

lit. literally

Louw/Nida J. P. Louw and E. A. Nida. Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament: Based on Semantic Domains, 2 vols. 1988.

LXX Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible

m. masculine gender

MGr Modern Greek

mid. middle voice

MM George Milligan,he Vocabulary of the Greek Testament:
Illustrated from Papyri and Other Non-Literary Sources, 1930.

neg. negative

New Docs G. H. R. Horsley and S. R. Llewelyn. New Documents
Illustrating Early Christianity, Vols. 1–9. 1976–2002.

nom. nominative case

nt. neuter gender

obj. object

opt. optative mood

pass. passive voice

passim very frequently attested

pf. perfect tense

pl. plural

pleon. pleonastic, that is, the use of more words than are necessary to
convey an idea

plpf. pluperfect tense

prep. preposition

pres. present tense

prpt. principal part(s)

ptc. participle

refl. reflexive

rel. relative

sby somebody

sc. implied but not written (fr. Latin “scilicet”)

sg. singular

Smyth Herbert Weir Smyth. Greek Grammar. Revised by Gordon M.
Messing. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1959.

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:41:56 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.001

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



x Abbreviations

sthg something

subj. subjunctive mood

superl. superlative

s.v. sub verbo, under the word

Tanakh Hebrew acronym for the three sections of the Hebrew Bible, or
“Old Testament”: It contains the Torah (Pentateuch), Nevi’im
(Prophets), and Ketuvim (Writings).

trans. transitive verb

UBS Greek New Testament. United Bible Society. 4th revised edition.
Ed. B. Aland, K. Aland, J. Karavidopoulos, C. M. Martini, B.
M. Metzger. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1993.

v./vv. verse(s)

viz. videlicet, namely

w. with
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Introduction

T
he great philosophers Plato and Aristotle and the Greek dramatists of Clas-
sical Athenswrote inwhat is now known asAttic Greek (or Classical Greek),
which is one of the fourmajor dialects of the antique Greek-speaking world,

the others being Ionic, Doric, and Aeolic.1 However, in the centuries following the
Classical period, Ionic Greek came to have a strong influence on the Attic dialect,
transforming it into what we now know as Hellenistic Greek.

Hellenistic Greek spread throughout the eastern Mediterranean in the wake of
Alexander the Great’s conquest of the Persian Empire. The wave of Greek coloniza-
tion that followed brought with it the Hellenistic Greek language, which quickly
became the common language of the region. Hellenistic Greek continued in use
throughout the Roman provinces of the eastern Mediterranean during the Roman
period. Owing to its widespread usage, Hellenistic Greek was known, even in
ancient times, as the koine language or dialect (� �
��� �������
�), meaning the
“common” language of the people.2 This explains why the Hebrew Bible was trans-
lated intoHellenisticGreek (the so-called “Septuagint”) in the third and second cen-
turies BC, and why the New Testament was also written in Hellenistic Greek, rather
in than another language such as Aramaic or Syriac.3 In the centuries that followed,

1 These dialects correspond to ethnic divisions. Ionic was spoken by the Ionians, Aeolic by the Aeolians,
and Doric by the Dorians. Geographically, Ionic was spoken in Ionia and in most of the islands of the
Aegean. Aeolic was spoken in Lesbos and Aeolia. Doric was spoken in the Peloponnesus (except Arcadia
and Elis) and on the islands of Crete, Melos, Thera, Rhodes, and in parts of Sicily and southern Italy.

2 Someof the best-knownHellenistic authors are Polybius,Diodorus, Plutarch, Arrian, CassiusDio,Diony-
sius of Halicarnassus, Lucian, Strabo, Philo, and Josephus.

3 The Greek translation of the Old Testament or Hebrew Bible is known as the Septuagint (LXX). It was
translated by the Jewish community in Alexandria, Egypt. In many significant ways, the Greek of the
Septuagint is different from typical Hellenistic Greek. This is because its translators tried to preserve the
formal properties of the underlying Hebrew text. They were more concerned with preserving a degree
of transparency with respect to the Hebrew sources than they were in producing an acceptable literary,

Figure: Ancient Greek inscription (Ephesus).

1
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2 New Testament Greek

the Septuagint became the de facto liturgical text of countless synagogues and early
churches. Indeed, as the basis for early Christian liturgy, devotion, and theology,
the Septuagint emerged as the most significant body of literature in late antiquity.

Given the fact that the New Testament is written in Hellenistic Greek, it follows
that those who desire a deeper understanding of its message must strive to attain
a thorough knowledge of this language. Learning Greek requires patience, perse-
verance, and the willingness to struggle. But those who are committed to under-
standing the Christian gospel should not view this task as an imposition, but as a
blessing, for with it comes a deeper knowledge of Scriptures. There can be no doubt
that the ability to read and interpret the New Testament in its original language is a
central component of the Reformed tradition.

Indeed, all theologians since the Renaissance, including Erasmus, Calvin, and
Luther, emphasized the importance of studying the Bible in its original languages.4

For example, Desiderius Erasmus upheld the knowledge of Greek as an essential
component of a sound theological education. He once stated that “While mere
knowledge of [Greek] grammar does not make a theologian; still less does igno-
rance of it.”5

Similarly, in our own case, while mastering Hellenistic Greekmay not be a real-
istic goal for every student of theology, total unfamiliaritywith the original language
of the New Testament is indefensible for theologians and seminarians. After all,
there is probably no rabbi who cannot read the Tanakh in the original Hebrew, or
imam who cannot read the Qur’an in the original Arabic language. But Christians
should not approach the study of Hellenistic Greek as if it were a trial or obsta-
cle to overcome. Those who really commit themselves to the regular lifelong study
of the Greek New Testament will come to know the true joy of being led through,
and beyond, its words to a lived, faithful, transformative relationship with the living
God. Indeed, we must not forget that patience in the study of sacred Greek Scrip-
tures nurtures patience in the grace of God!

I.1. PRONOUNCING HELLENISTIC GREEK

Youmay be surprised to learn that many introductions to Hellenistic Greek employ
a system of pronunciation developed by a Dutchman named Erasmus, who lived

Greek composition. This practice suggests that the Septuagint functioned more as a kind of “inter-text”
than as a translation. It probably supplemented the reading and study of the Hebrew Bible rather than
functioning independently (cf. seeCameronBoyd-Taylor, “The EvidentiaryValue of SeptuagintalUsage,”
Bulletin of the International Organization for Septuagint and Cognate Studies, 34 [2001], 72).

4 The term “Renaissance” describes the period of European history from the early fourteenth to the late
sixteenth century. The Renaissance preceded the Reformation by about a century and a half. During
the fifteenth century, students from many European nations traveled to Italy to study Greek and Latin
literature as well as philosophy, eventually spreading the Italian Renaissance north into Western Europe.
In Northern Europe, these changes radically affected religious life.

5 Marjorie O’Rourke Boyle, Erasmus on Language and Method inheology (Toronto/Buffalo: University of
Toronto Press, 1977), 22, n. 69; cf. 36, n. 26.
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Introduction 3

Desiderius Erasmus (1466/69–1536).

from 1466/69 to 1536 AD, during the period now known as the Renaissance. Thus,
Erasmus was literally, as well as figuratively, a “Renaissance” man. He was among
those who pioneered a movement to read the Bible in its original languages. To this
end, he collated the ancient manuscripts available at the time to produce the first
Greek New Testament in 1516. It was this Greek text – republished later by Robert
Stephanus in 1550 – that was used as the basis of the English translation known as
the AuthorizedVersion, or King JamesVersion, of 1611. Thus, we have every reason
to hold Erasmus in the highest esteem.

The system of pronunciation developed by Erasmus is known as the Erasmian
pronunciation system. It gives the same values to Greek letters as their correspond-
ing Latin equivalents. It is also based on the non-linguistic principle that each letter
should be pronounced differently.6

As might be expected from its origins, this system of pronunciation is entirely
artificial. It is merely a “classroom” pronunciation, which has never been used by
Greeks in any period of their history. We now know, on the basis of thousands of
papyri and inscriptions that have been discovered since the time of Erasmus, that
this Latinized pronunciation contradicts how Greek was actually spoken.

Even in Erasmus’ own time, other pronunciation systems were also in use. For
example, the German scholar Johann Reuchlin (1455–1522) introduced a Byzan-
tine pronunciation in Western Europe. This pronunciation system is very simi-
lar to the pronunciation system used in this grammar. The ensuing debate over
the relative merits of the Erasmian and Byzantine systems became so heated at
Cambridge University that, in 1542, the Erasmian pronunciation was actually
forbidden from use, under penalty of removal from one’s degree program (in the

6 Actually, this system is not consistent in following this rule: Both � and ��, and �	 and �	, are assigned
the same phonic value.
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4 New Testament Greek

case of university students) and physical “chastisement” (in the case of primary edu-
cation). Nonetheless, by the twentieth century, it was the Erasmian pronunciation
that won the day in America and Europe.

In retrospect, it is indeed surprising that a pronunciation system invented by
a Dutchman living 500 years ago in Northern Europe, with no real contact with
Greek culture, should still be in use in the modern university of the twenty-first
century. Nevertheless, in our own era, many New Testament scholars, most notably
Chrys C. Caragounis, are now advocating a return to what is termed the historical
Greek pronunciation system, just as many scholars of biblical Hebrew have adopted
a modern Hebrew system of pronunciation.7 This makes good sense because the
historical Greek pronunciation system is very close to the pronunciation employed
by Paul and the first apostles.8

There are a number of advantages associated with this historical Greek pronun-
ciation system:

1. In contrast to the Erasmian system, the historicalGreek pronunciation system is
a real, euphonic system that is very close to the pronunciation system employed
by the first Greek-speaking Christians. It is also known as the modern Greek
pronunciation system. Studentswho adopt this pronunciation systemwill expe-
rience the joy of hearing the sound of the living language of early Christianity.
This pronunciation systemwill allow you to develop amore holistic experience
of the sound of early Christian preaching and prayer.

On the other hand with the Erasmian pronunciation system, one gives up
the possibility of learning to speak and hear the Greek as a living language.
Indeed, if you were to attempt to speak to any Greek person using an Erasmian
pronunciation, that person would be bewildered and perplexed by the strange
sounds coming out of your mouth. In contrast, the historical Greek pronunci-
ation system would allow you to be understood.

2. Many textual variants in the text of the Greek New Testament resulted from
misunderstanding when the manuscripts were produced by oral dictation in
scriptoria. An understanding of the original pronunciation aids the New Testa-
ment interpreter in explaining such errors in comprehension.

3. Perhaps the best reason to adopt the historical Greek pronunciation system
concerns the expectations that we bring to the text. The use of the Erasmian

7 Chrys C. Caragounis, he Development of Greek and the New Testament: Morphology, Syntax, Phonol-
ogy, and Textual Transmission, WUNT 167, Corrected edition (Ada, Michigan; Baker Academic, 2007),
337–96.

8 Chrys C. Caragounis, “The Error of Erasmus andUn-Greek Pronunciations of Greek,” Filologia Neotesta-
mentaria 8 (1995), 151–85; cf. A. T. Robertsonwrote that “Wemay be sure of one thing, the pronunciation
of the vernacular �
��� was not exactly like the ancient literary Attic [i.e., Classical Greek] nor precisely
like the modern Greek vernacular, but veering more toward the latter” (A Grammar of the Greek New
Testament in the Light of Historical Research [Nashville, Tennessee: Broadman Press, 1934], 239).
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Introduction 5

system encourages one to think of the Greek New Testament as a secret code,
whose arcane symbols, once deciphered, will yield God’s secret mysteries. The
Greek New Testament is not some kind of mysterious secret code that needs to
be solved. The use of the historical Greek pronunciation system keeps us always
mindful that, in reading the twenty-seven texts of the Greek New Testament,
we are reading a real language, once used by real people in real contexts, with all
the ambiguities and idiosyncrasies that this implies. Exegesis, when understood
in these terms, does not become a quest for hidden treasure, but an open-ended
dialogue with the texts themselves.

For those whowould argue that the historical Greek pronunciation systemdoes
not make absolute phonetic distinctions, one should bear in mind that no language
limits itself to such rigid consistency. Moreover, the purported benefits of the Eras-
mian system of pronunciation shrink when one realizes that there is no consen-
sus, even among those scholars who employ it. There are actually several Erasmian
pronunciations according to whether one learns koine Greek in the United States,
Germany, or Britain.

Learning the historical Greek pronunciation system is not very difficult because
it is entirely regular. In contrast to English, where the pronunciation of words like
“enough,” “though,” and “through” cause difficulties to non-native speakers, the
historical Greek pronunciation system is consistent. This feature allows one tomas-
ter it easily with a little patience and practice. On the basis of its many advantages,
this textbook will employ this system, though the Erasmian system will also be
explained for those who wish to use it instead.9

I.2. THE USE AND ABUSE OF MEMORY

The study of Hellenistic Greek, like the study of any language, requires time and
practice. By its very nature, this task also requires much memorization. If you
have not previously learned another language, the task of memorizing significant
amounts of information may be an unfamiliar challenge to you. To meet this chal-
lenge, it is important that you understand how your memory works.

According to nutritionists, it is better to eat many small meals than to gorge
oneself on a huge meal near the end of the day. This principle is equally true for
learning Greek.Many short study sessions are preferable to infrequent Greek “gorg-
ing” sessions. In other words, frequent study sessions will result in better memory
retention than will long, uninterrupted study sessions. Therefore, try to avoid the
demoralizing task of attempting to play catch-up after having ignored your Greek

9 See Section 1.9.
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6 New Testament Greek

studies for several days. This type of intensive, uninterrupted study usually results
in cognitive overload. It occurs when your memory cannot process information in
the quantities or speed it is presented.

Before entering your long-term memory, your working memorymust first pro-
cess new material. While your working memory is busy, it cannot learn new mate-
rial. Because your working memory can handle only a fixed amount of information
at any one time (e.g., six to eight new words), a wise strategy is to practice for rela-
tively short periods of time with repeated study sessions. In other words, “little and
oten” is the rule.

Also bear in mind that there are two types of memory practice: maintenance
rehearsal and elaborative rehearsal. Maintenance rehearsal, or what might be called
rote memorization, involves repetition andmemorization. Suchmaintenance prac-
tice requires a great deal of energy and a high number of repetitions before a learner
can perform the skill or use the knowledge with confidence. Though maintenance
rehearsal serves to keep information active in the working memory, it also clutters
the short-term memory. Consequently, it is not very efficient.

Elaborative rehearsal causes learners to interact with the content. This type of
practice connects the new content with what learners already know, or it applies
practice to solving real problems, such as translating the GreekNewTestament. You
will learn Greek more quickly and easily if you attempt to deal with the material in
multiple perspectives, as well as trying to memorize facts by rote. To help students
meaningfully interact with Hellenistic Greek, this grammar textbook is supple-
mented by a workbook (available online). The Workbook will give you the oppor-
tunity to translate real passages from the Greek New Testament, thereby applying
your growing knowledge of Hellenistic Greek to real problem solving. The vocabu-
lary lists at the end of each lesson will provide the words required for the translation
of each new set of biblical texts.
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1.

Alphabet and

Pronunciation

L
et us begin our Greek odyssey by becoming acquainted with some of the
features of ancient manuscripts of the New Testament. Many of the features
that one associates with a printed Greek edition of the New Testament were

absent in the oldest manuscripts. For example, a typical New Testamentmanuscript
recording John 1:3–4 would look something like this:

Among the differences between modern printed editions of the Greek New
Testament and ancient New Testament manuscripts are the following:

1. The original manuscripts were written only in rounded capital letters (known
as uncials), whereas modern printed editions use mostly lowercase letters.1

1 Greek paleography divides letters into two primary classes: large and small. Small letters are also known
as cursives or minuscules. The class of large letters is subdivided into capitals, which are used in Greek
inscriptions, and uncials, which are adaptations of capitals used in manuscripts. Whereas capital letters
are characterized by a preference for straight strokes meeting at angles, uncials make more use of curved
strokes.

Figure: Relief of man holding the tiller of a small boat (ancient Corinth).

7
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8 New Testament Greek

2. The original manuscripts abbreviated sacred names (so-called nomina sacra)
for “God,” “Jesus,” and others.2

3. In printed editions of the New Testament, editors also add a variety of other
marks that were not used in the original manuscripts. These editorial marks
include the following: breathing marks, accents, iota subscripts, diaeresis
marks, apostrophes, letter spacing, and most punctuation. These marks will be
discussed in Chapter 2.

These features were introduced by editors in later centuries to facilitate the
reading and comprehension of these ancient texts. If you are wondering about the
value of such editorial work, consider the following text.Would you rather read this
version of Galatians 1:1–5?

Or would you rather read this edited version?

If you are not sure, youmight want to return to this question in a couple of weeks. In
any case, though the editing of ancientNewTestament texts is necessary,my point is

2 E.g., �c for ���� (God), �c for ����
�� (Jesus), �c for ����
� (Lord), �c for ������� (Christ).
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Alphabet and Pronunciation 9

this: This editing does constitute a kind of interpretation of the text. It actually adds
information to the text that is not explicitly in the text itself. Even though these
editorial additions are helpful and necessary, they are subject to being questioned
and changed.

1.1 THE GREEK ALPHABET AND PRONUNCIATION

Whereas the English alphabet consists of twenty-six letters, the Greek alphabet has
only twenty-four characters. Many of these letters are similar to the English (i.e.,
Latin) characters that you already know. However, in many cases their pronunci-
ation is different from their corresponding Latin letters. Nonetheless, Greek is a
regular phonetic language, which is to say that words are spelled as they are pro-
nounced.

Given that it is the practice of modern editions of the Greek New Testament
to employ mostly lowercase letters, it is suggested that you begin by learning the
lowercase letters. The column labeled “phonic value” in the following table pro-
vides the historical Greek pronunciation for each letter. The Erasmian pronuncia-
tion system is provided in the appendix to this lesson for those who prefer to use it
(Section 1.9).

Upper Lower
case case Letter name Pronunciation guide Phonic value

� � alfa father [a]
� � vita vat [v]
 ! ghama yet (when followed [y] or [g]

by e and i-sounds), before
other vowels, as “go,” but
deeper from the throat: “gho”

" � dhelta the [dh]
# � epsilon bet [e]
$ % zita zoo [z]
& � ita between “did” and “see” [i]
' � thita think [th]
� � iota between “did” and “see” [i]
( � kappa keep [k]
) � lamdha letter [l]
* � mi moon [m]
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10 New Testament Greek

Upper Lower
case case Letter name Pronunciation guide Phonic value

+ � ni noon [n]
, - ksi ox [ks]
. 
 omikron dog [o]
/ 0 pi put [p]
1 � rho r (trilled)3 [r / rh]4

2 �/ �5 sigma rose [s]6

3 � taf top [t]
4 	 ipsilon between “did” and “see” [i]
5 
 i find [f]
6 7 khi “loch,”7 but softer [kh]

as in German, “Ich”, before
[i] sounding vowels

8 9 psi hips [ps]
: ; omega dog [o]

1.2 PRONOUNCING VOWELS

Letter Phonic value Example Pronunciation

� [a] <0� (a-po)
� [e] =�0�� (el-pis)
� [i] >�
� (i-sos)

 [o] ?�
�� (o-no-ma)
� [i] �� (mi)
	 [i] ����
� (ki-ri-os)
; [o] 
@� (fos)

Notice that �,�, and 	 are all pronounced the sameway, [i] (between “did” and “see”).
During the Hellenistic period, there was a loss of qualitative distinction between
these vowels. This phenomenon is termed itacism.

3 Like a trilled French r.
4 Transliterated rh when the first letter of a word.
5 Initial or internal sigma is written as �. This sigma is known as medial sigma. But as the last letter of a

word, sigma is formed like �. This sigma is known as inal sigma.
6 But like z as in “zoo” before voiced consonants (�, !, �, �, �, � �, �), e.g., ����
�, 0�
��@, �!
	���,
��A��	��.

7 Rough guttural or aspirated sound: ch as in Scottish “loch” or German “Buch.”
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Alphabet and Pronunciation 11

1.3 PRONOUNCING DOUBLE VOWELS

These two-letter combinations are known as double vowels. They are pronounced
as follows:

Double vowel Pronunciation guide Phonic value

�� bet [e]
��, 
�, 	� between “did” and “see” [i]

As a result of itacism, the sound of the double vowels ��, 
�, and 	� all converged with
�, 	, and � on the sound [i], and �� converged with � on the sound [e]. Thus, there
was a corresponding loss of qualitative distinction between these vowel groups.

Double vowel Pronunciation guide Phonic value


	 look [ou]
�	 av before vowels and �, �, !, �, �, �, �, % [av]

but af before all other consonants [af]
�	 ev before vowels and �, �, !, �, �, �, �, % [ev]

but ef before all other consonants [ef]
�	 iv before vowels and �, �, !, �, �, �, �, % [iv]

but if before all other consonants [if]

If all of this seems a little confusing at this point, do not worry about it. These rules
will become familiar to you with practice over time.

1.4 THE PRONUNCIATION OF STOPS AND FRICATIVES

In some Greek grammars, the consonants �, �, !, 0, �, � are called stops because, in
the earlier Classical period (fifth–fourth centuries BC), these soundswere produced
by the closing of the vocal (orinasal) passage so as to stop the breath. The stops of
Attic Greek can be divided into two orders as follows:

1. voiced (�, �, !)
2. voiceless or smooth (0, �, �)

To say that�, �, and!were voiced stops inAttic Greekmeans that one’s vocal chords
are employed to pronounce them. For example, try resting two fingers on your vocal
chords and say the English sounds “b,” “d,” and “g.” You can actually feel your vocal
chords vibrate. In contrast,0, �, � are voiceless (i.e., your vocal chords are not used).
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12 New Testament Greek

However, in the Hellenistic period, �, �, and ! shifted from being voiced stops
to voiced fricatives. In other words, rather than stopping one’s breath by closing the
orinasal passage, one simply narrows the orinasal passage.

�, �, � as [f], [�], and [kh]

In Attic Greek, the letters 
, �, and 7 were stops, not fricatives (contrary to the
Erasmian pronunciation!). In other words, they were pronounced like aspirated p
[ph], t [th], and k [kh], not like f, th, and ch (as in “Bach”). However, these letters
gradually lost their plosive aspiration and became fricatives:


 [ph] → [f] fun: thus, in the first century AD, 
 became the
transliteration equivalent of Latin f

� [th] → [th] think
7 [kh] → [kh] Scottish “loch”

The pronunciation of stops and fricatives in Hellenistic Greek can be summarized
as follows:

1.4.1 Labials: 0, �, 


0 like p in “page”: e.g., 0���� (po-lis)
� like v in “van”: e.g., �����
� (vi-vli-on)

 like f in “fact”: e.g., 
��
� (i-los)

1.4.2 Dentals: �, �, �

� like t in “top”: e.g., ��0
� (to-pos)
� like th in “the” [dh]: e.g., �
��
� (dhou-los)
� like th in “think” [th]: e.g., �����
� (tha-na-tos)

1.4.3 Velars: �, !, 7

� like k in “keen”: e.g., ����
� (ki-ri-os)
! like y in “yet” when followed by e- and i-sounds (namely, �, �, �, 	, ��, ��, 
�,

	�): e.g., !	�� (yi-ni), !���� (ye-ne-a), !� (yi), !��B��; (yi-no-sko), C!�
�
(a-yi-os), !��@ (ye-lo)

! like g as in “go” (but deeper from the throat: “gho”) before other vowels:
e.g., !��
� (ga-mos),!��� (ga-la), =!B (e-go)

7 like ch in Scottish “loch”: e.g., 7��� (kha-ra), 7���� (kha-ris), 7���
�
(khro-nos)
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Alphabet and Pronunciation 13

1.5 PRONOUNCING SPECIAL GROUPS OF VELAR CONSONANTS

When ! is followed by !, �, 7, or by -, the nasal sound [ng] is produced
(cf. the sound of the final consonants in the English word “sing”):

!!/ !� finger [ng-g] D!!��
� (ang-ge-los)
[ng-g] <!���� (ang-ga-li)

!7 [ng-kh] =�A!7; (e-leng-kho)
!- banks [ng-ks] E��!-�� (e-leng-ksis)

1.6 PRONOUNCING OTHER CONSONANT CLUSTERS

Similarly when 0 follows �, and � follows �, in the middle of a word, they become
[mb] and [nd] sounds, respectively (i.e., a real English “b” and “d” sound results):

�0 [mb]8 0A�0; (pem-bo)
=�0�
�� (em-blo-ki)

�� [nd]9 <��� (an-di)

1.7 ON THE TRANSLATION OF GREEKWORDS IN
VOCABULARY LISTS

At the end of each lesson, you will find vocabulary lists of Greek words, followed by
English glosses. This grammar has taken special care with some Greek words that I
call stained-glasswords. These are words that have special prominence in Christian
belief and theology but are not employed in everyday English speech. For example,
almost all introductions to New Testament Greek will translate Greek words such
as ��!
�, =�������, C!�
�, ��-�, and 7���� as “word,” “church,” “holy,” “glory,” and
“grace,” respectively.

These translations are not wrong. However, the preferential use of these partic-
ular English glosses has several disadvantages. In the act of creating a one-to-one
correspondence between these Greek words and specific English theological words,
students donot learn the actual range of theirmeanings, nor do they appreciate their
context-specific uses.

Take, for example, the translation of 7����with the English word “grace,” which
does not clarify the meaning of the Greek phrase “saved through God’s 7����,”

8 In MGr, �0 at the beginning of a word is pronounced [b]: e.g., �0����� (banana).
9 In MGr, �� at the beginning of a word is pronounced [d].

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:42:43 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.003

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



14 New Testament Greek

because the English word “grace” is not used this way in everyday colloquial speech.
A much better translation is “saved through God’s generosity,” because the word
“generosity” is frequently used in contemporary English and is readily understand-
able. The habitual use of English “glosses” such as “grace” leads to a vagueness that
limits the possibilities of exegesis and undermines the possibility of understanding
the meaning of the text. The lexicographer Frederick Danker laments those who
take refuge in such “sanctified vagueness,” for “despite the patina of centuries of
usage,” this practice “may invite liability to the charge of linguistic incest.”10

In actual fact, there is no one-to-one correspondence between the individual
Greek words in a biblical text and English words because most Greek words belong
to more than one semantic domain.11 A semantic domain is an associative field of
interrelated words that refer to a single conceptual category (e.g., kinship, names
of animals, emotions, words having to do with eating, thinking, believing, etc.).
By virtue of their belonging to different semantic domains, many words can be
employed to express two ormore diferent, and even unrelated, meanings. For exam-
ple, the Englishword “foot” has a differentmeaning in the sentence “one of his shoes
felt too tight on his foot” than it does in the sentence “the house is at the foot of the
mountain.” Similarly, the Greek term ���0�%�, which is often “translated” to the
English word “table,” has three different meanings corresponding to three different
semantic domains.12 The term ���0�%� occurs in the New Testament in contexts
such as:

1. “He overturned their tables” (John 2:15)
2. “He served them ameal” (Acts 16:34)
3. “You put your money in the bank” (Luke 19:23)

Thus, the word ���0�%� belongs to three different semantic domains: 1) when it is
employed to mean “table” (John 2:15), it belongs to the associative field of words
denoting furniture and household objects; 2) when it is employed to mean “meal,”
it belongs to the associative field of words involving eating; 3) when it is employed
tomean “bank,” it belongs to the associative field of words denoting institutions for
the safeguarding of money. Thus, there is no one-to-one correspondence between
the Greek word ���0�%� and any one English word: In other words, ���0�%� does
not mean “table.” This single Greek word can be used in different literary contexts
to express diferent, and sometimes totally unrelated, meanings by virtue of the fact
that it belongs to multiple semantic domains.13 Therefore, one’s starting point for

10 FrederickDanker, “Lexical Evolution& Linguistic Hazard,” Paper presented at themeeting of the Seman-
tic of Biblical Language, Boston, MA, November 21, 1999, 1–34, esp. 27–8.

11 J. P. Louw, Semantics of New Testament Greek (Atlanta, GA: Scholars, 1982), 39–60; James Barr, Semantics
of Biblical Language (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961), 206–46.

12 Louw, Semantics of New Testament Greek, 36–7.
13 In the words of Louw and Nida, “In general, the different meanings of a single word are relatively far

apart in semantic space . . . that is to say they differ appreciably in certain distinctive features and often
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Alphabet and Pronunciation 15

understanding the meaning of a text should not be isolated Greek words but the
specific literary context. In actual fact, the semantic range of a given Greek word
never perfectly overlaps with the range of possible meanings of its corresponding
English gloss. Therefore, when translating the Greek New Testament, one should
not mechanically substitute the same English word for a given Greek word, every
time it appears in a text.

There is also a second disadvantage of using English glosses for Greek words:
If you translate New Testament texts in this manner, your translations will be vir-
tually identical to the English translations already available to you. This raises the
question, why bother to learn Greek at all?

Given the importance of literary context in the determination of the meaning
of Greek words, the practice of presenting students with lists of Greek words fol-
lowed by, what appear to be, the equivalent English words, can be quite misleading.
Nonetheless, this is a necessary practice to help students advance quickly in learn-
ing vocabulary. However, you should not think of the English glosses, which appear
in the vocabulary lists of this book, as English equivalents of the Greek words that
follow.

These English glosses are only intended to give you some idea of the range of
possible meanings that a given Greek word can have. After you have completed this
course, you should consult a scholarly Greek lexicon to acquire a more nuanced
appreciation of Greek vocabulary. A good academic lexicon, such as Frederick
Danker’s A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (2000), will guide you in
the selection ofmore illuminating translations. Louw andNida’sGreek-English Lex-
icon of the New Testament Based on Semantic Domains is also an excellent lexical
resource.14

If you take the time to reflect on the specific literary context and the seman-
tic domains of Greek words, your English translations of the New Testament will
be superior to the ones you already read. To achieve this goal, however, you must
avoid the practice of mechanically substituting the same English word every time
you encounter a particular Greek term. Instead, you should give due consideration

belong to quite different major semantic domains” (Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based
on Semantic Domains, 2 vols. [New York: United Bible Societies, 1988], x). This phenomenon should
not be confused with the common occurrence of a lexeme, with an unmarked meaning, having multiple
contextual meanings. The distinction being made here is between the multiple semantic domains of a
single lexeme, not the distinction between the unmarked and contextual meaning of a word.

14 Frederick W. Danker, Walter Bauer, William Arndt, F. W. Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the
New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd revised edition (Chicago/London: University
of Chicago Press, 2000) (BDAG); J. P. Louw and E. A. Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament:
Based on Semantic Domains, 2 vols. (New York: United Bible Societies, 1988) (= Louw/Nida). George
Milligan’she Vocabulary of the Greek Testament: Illustrated from Papyri and Other Non-Literary Sources
(Grand Rapids:Wm. B. Eerdmans Publ. Co., 1930) (=MM) has been somewhat superceded by the series,
NewDocuments Illustrating Early Christianity (vols. 1–9; 1976–2002), byG.H. R.Horsley and S. R. Llewe-
lyn (= New Docs), which is an annual review of the Greek inscriptions and papyri bearing on New Tes-
tament interpretation.
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16 New Testament Greek

both to the specific linguistic context of the term and to the clarity of expression in
contemporary everyday English.

1.8 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

As noted earlier, this chapter (and indeed every chapter) ends with a list of vocab-
ulary for memorization. The assigned vocabulary is a mixture of words that occur
with very high frequency in the New Testament and important words that occur in
the first six chapters of the Gospel of John. (Beginning with Chapter 6, you will be
reading through the first six chapters of John’s Gospel, followed by the Matthean
version of the Lord’s Prayer.) This lesson’s vocabulary assignment should be quite
easy. It consists of words that have English cognates (i.e., English words that have
been formed on the basis of Greek words).

One strategy for learning Greek words is to construct flashcards from recipe
cards. Simply write the Greek lexeme (word) on one side of the card and write
one or more English glosses on the opposite side. Over time, you can put aside the
cards you know well and concentrate your efforts on those Greek words that you
are having more difficulty memorizing. Note: the Greek words below have special
marks above (and/or before) some of the letters. These marks will be explained in
Chapter 2.

1. D!!��
� (ang-ge-los), a messenger, sometimes a heavenly messenger (angel)
2. <��� (a-min), amen, truly, indeed
3. <0���
�
� (a-po-sto-los), apostle, an emissary, one who is sent to fulfill a task,

a messenger
4.  ������� (ga-li-le-a), Galilee
5. ���� (the-os), God, a god (of Greek or Roman religion); in GNT, always ����,

never '���
6. F���
���	�� (i-e-ro-so-li-ma), Jerusalem (sometimes F���
	�����)
7. ����
�� (i-i-sous), Jesus
8. ��
������ (i-or-dha-nis), Jordan (river)
9. ��
	���� (i-ou-dhe-a), Judaea
10. ������� (is-ra-il), Israel
11. ��;����� (i-o-an-nis), John
12. ����
� (kos-mos), the world (as a place of habitation)
13. *������ (mes-si-as), Messiah, annointed one
14. /���
� (pav-los), Paul
15. /A��
� (pe-tros), Peter
16. /����
� (pi-la-tos), Pilate
17. G���� (also G�����) (rha-vi), rabbi, teacher, master, “my lord,” as an honorary

form of address for teachers of the Torah
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1.9 THE ERASMIAN SYSTEM OF PRONUNCIATION

Upper Lower
case case Letter name Pronunciation guide Phonic value
� � alfa hat [a]
� � beta bat [b]
 ! gamma go [g]

but nasal n before �, !,7, -
" � delta dog [d]
# � epsilon bet [e]
$ % zeta zoo [zd]
& � eta a as in “late” [e]
' � theta think [th]
� � iota piazza, pristine [i]
( � kappa keep [k]
) � lambda letter [l]
* � mu moon [m]
+ � nu noon [n]
, - xi ox [x]
. 
 omicron dog [o]
/ 0 pi put [p]
1 � rho r [r / rh]
2 � / � sigma sing [s]
3 � tau top [t]
4 	 upsilon prune [u]
5 
 phi phone [ph]
6 7 chi loch [ch]
8 9 psi hips [ps]
: ; omega note [ô]

ASPIRATION IN THE ERASMIAN SYSTEM

Every Greek word that begins with a vowel carries a so-called breathingmark above
the vowel.15 These marks have the appearance of an English single quotation mark.
There are two types of breathing marks: a rough breathing mark (e.g., H) and a
smooth breathing mark (e.g., <). According to the Erasmian system of pronunci-
ation, a rough breathing mark adds an “h” sound (i.e., aspiration) to the pronun-
ciation. Thus, I would be pronounced “ho” according to the Erasmian system. A

15 The letter rho (�) also always has a rough breathing mark when it is the first letter of a word.
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18 New Testament Greek

smooth breathing is really a rough breathing that has been turned down, so to speak.
It indicates that the letter is not aspirated. Thus, J would be pronounced simply as
“o” (not as “ho”).

Pronouncing Double Vowels and Vowels with Iota Subscripts
According to the Erasmian Pronunciation

Two-letter combinations of a vowel with � produce a single distinct sound. These
two-letter combinations are known as double vowels, or diphthongs. They are
pronounced as follows in the Erasmian system:

Double vowel Pronunciation guide Phonic value

�� “ai” as in aisle [ai]
�� “a” as in “fate” (American pronunciation) [ei]

“ai” as in aisle (European pronunciation)


� “oi” as in oil [oi]
	� “uee” as in queen [ui]


	 “oo” as in pool [ou]
�	 “ow” as in “cow” [au]
�	 “eu” as in “feud” [eu]
�	 “eu” as in “feud” [eu]

� pronounced like � [a]
� pronounced like � [e]
� pronounced like ; [ô]
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2.

Writing Greek

Letters, Accents,

Diacritical Marks,

and Punctuation

G
iven the similarities between Greek letters and English letters, it is impor-
tant to note any important differences between them. In some cases, super-
ficial resemblances can lead to significant errors. Writing Greek letters

clearly is also an important aid to memorization. The following guidelines will help
you form your letters correctly, especially in those cases in which a given Greek
letter bears a strong resemblance to the Latin (English) letters you already know:

1. Not all Greek letters are the sameheight. Parts of the following letters arewritten
below the line: � ! % � � - � 
 7 9 �.

2. Greek � should be made with one continuous stroke in contrast to English “b,”
which is made with two strokes.

3. Never dot an � (iota) andmake sure it curls up at the bottom, unlike English “i.”
4. Greek � should be half the height of English “k.”
5. Carefully form � to distinguish it from English “n.”
6. Carefully form � to distinguish it from Greek 	 and English “v.”
7. - is written below the bottom line.
8. Carefully form � to distinguish it from English “p,” which is made with two

strokes.
9. Carefully form medial � to distinguish it from Greek 
.
10. Carefully form Greek � to distinguish it from English “t,” which is taller.
11. Carefully form the Greek letter 	, which is made with one stroke, not two.

This will help you distinguish it from the English “u,” which is made with two
strokes.

Figure: Statue of Eros riding a dolphin (ancient Neapolis).
Figure: Theater mask (ancient Attaleia).
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20 New Testament Greek

2.1 THE IOTA SUBSCRIPT

A small � is sometimes written under the vowels �, �, or ;, especially when they
are final. This small � is known as an iota subscript because it is written below (i.e.,
sub) the vowel. This iota subscript does not affect pronunciation. Vowels with an
iota subscript are pronounced in the same way as the corresponding vowel without
an iota subscript.

� pronounced like � [a]
� pronounced like � [i]
� pronounced like ; [o]

It may surprise you to learn that the iota subscript was never used during the Clas-
sical or Hellenistic period. None of the oldest New Testament manuscripts include
them. When written at all, it was written adscript. In other words, it was written
ater the thematic vowel of verbs (-��, -��, -;�) and after the stem vowels of nouns.
Throughout the Hellenistic period, these double vowels with adscripts were gradu-
allymonophthongized in popular speech. Consequently, they were written simply as
-�, -�, and -;, without an adscript because there was no longer any qualitative dis-
tinction in terms of pronunciation between these vowels and their corresponding
simple vowels.

The iota subscript was introduced by Byzantine scholarship in the twelfth cen-
tury AD. In other words, these are editorial marks. Nonetheless, you should pay
attention to them because they will help you distinguish between different gram-
matical forms of nouns, adjectives, verbs, and participles.

2.2 BREATHING MARKS

Every Greek word (in an edited Greek text) that begins with a vowel carries a so-
called breathing mark above the vowel.1 These marks have the appearance of an
English single quotation mark. There are two types of breathing marks:

F rough breathing mark (e.g., H)
K smooth breathing mark (e.g., <)

The rough breathing mark was used to indicate aspiration in Attic (Athenian)
Greek, that is, an [h] sound at the beginning of words. In point of fact, even though
Attic Greek did have aspiration at the beginning of certain words, it never used
rough breathing marks. Moreover, such aspiration was used only for a relatively
brief period, and then only erratically. The other main dialects of Greek, namely

1 The consonant rho (�) also always has a rough breathing mark when it is the first letter of a word.
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Writing Greek Letters, Accents, Diacritical Marks, and Punctuation 21

Ionic, Doric, and Aeolic, never employed aspiration. In fact, all aspiration in Greek
died out prior to the irst century AD.2 Therefore, there is no good reason to continue
using these breathing marks in modern editions of the Greek New Testament.

Nevertheless, editors of the New Testament have continued to add rough
breathing marks when they edit New Testament texts, in conformity to what is per-
ceived to be Attic usage. From a historical perspective, it is clear that the addition
of breathing marks to the Greek New Testament does is artificial. For this reason,
the historical Greek pronunciation system ignores these artificial rough breathing
marks. Likewise, you should ignore these rough breathing marks when pronounc-
ing Hellenistic Greek words. (However, breathing marks can be helpful in distin-
guishing between similar words.)

2.3 GREEK ACCENTS

Accents (���
�) were not used in the oldest manuscripts of the Greek New Testa-
ment, nor in Hellenistic Greek inscriptions. The earliest example we have of the
use of accents in a New Testament manuscript dates to the fifth century AD.3

Accents were developed as editorial marks to help preserve important features of
Attic Greek, which were in danger of being forgotten. Three different accents were
used in editing the Greek New Testament:

´ acute (�)
` grave (L)
) circumflex (�)

In the late Classical and Hellenistic periods, Greek words had stressed syllables.4

All three accents were employed to indicate the stressed syllable of a word. In other
words, they all have the same effect on pronunciation.

2 This ancient aspiration only leaves its mark in the language in some forms of elision. But according to the
artificial Erasmian system of pronunciation, a rough breathing mark adds an “h” sound (i.e., aspiration)
to the pronunciation. Thus, I would be pronounced “ho” according to the Erasmian system. A smooth
breathing is really a rough breathing that has been “turned off,” so to speak. Thus, Jwould be pronounced
simply as “o” (not as “ho”), that is, without aspiration. These breathing marks were never written in the
oldest New Testament manuscripts.

3 This mansucript is known as Bezae Cantabrigiensis. Even though the full accentual system was not com-
pleted until medieval times, it should be noted that the acute and grave accents are already mentioned by
Plato (Kratylos 399) and the circumlex by Ephoros and Heraclides (fourth century BC).

4 Centuries before the development of Attic Greek, Greek words had tonic or musical accent. Like modern
Chinese, some words were spoken with a rising tone (e.g., “Really?”), some with a falling tone (Really!),
and others with a rising-then-falling tone. The addition of the acute, grave, and circumflex helped schol-
ars remember these three changing tones. This explains why Greek editors originally developed three
different accent signs. However, over time, this pitch accent changed into a stress accent.
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2.3.1 When the last syllable of a Greek word is accented with an acute accent, it
changes to a grave accent, except when followed by punctuation (e.g., by a
comma or semicolon [cf. Section 2.6]).5

2.3.2 Double vowels always receive their accent on the second letter, for example,
��� not ���.

2.3.3 Words beginning with a vowel will have both an accent and a breathing
mark on the first syllable. These accents are combined with breathing marks as
follows

D C M N O P

2.4 BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT USING GREEK ACCENTS

The rules for the placement and movement of accents are somewhat complicated
but are well worth knowing. At this point, only the following basic facts need to be
noted:

2.4.1When pronouncing a Greek word, place the stress on the accented syllable.
2.4.2 Some Greek words are spelled identically but have different accents, or even

different accented syllables. You should pay close attention to the accents on
these particular words in order to distinguish one word from another.

2.4.3 A Greek word can only be accented on one of its last three syllables. A Greek
word can carry only one accent (except when followed by an enclitic [see Sec-
tion 5.6], in which case it will sometimes carry a second accent).

2.4.4 Deinitions

■ The ultima is the final syllable of a word.
■ The penult is the second-to-last syllable of a word.
■ The antepenult is the third-to-last syllable of a word.

There are as many syllables in a Greek word as there are separate vowels or double
vowels. As an example, the word D���;0
� (an-thro-pos) has three vowels and,
therefore, three syllables:

3 2 1
D�-��;-0
�

1 – ultima
2 – penult
3 – antepenult6

5 Orwhen followed by an enclitic, which prefers to throw off its accent onto the precedingword (see Section
5.6).

6 A syllable is considered to be short if it contains a short vowel (e.g., � and 
) or no consonant at all. If the
short vowel is followed by two ormore consonants pronounced together, the syllable is usually considered
short. A syllable is also considered long when its vowel (long or short) or double vowel is followed by two
consonants separately pronounced, or by a double consonant.
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2.4.5 The vowels � and ; are always considered long. The vowels �, �, and 	 can
be long or short. A syllable is considered long if it contains a long vowel or a
double vowel (the exceptions being �� and 
�, which are considered short when
found at the very end of a word with no letters following).7 Vowels formed with
an iota subscript (� � �) are always long.

2.4.6 General Accentuation Rules

An acute accent may stand on any one of the last three syllables of a word, but a
circumflex can only stand on the penult or ultima. A grave accent can only stand
on the ultima.

2.4.7 Antepenult Accented

The antepenult can be accented only if the ultima is short (e.g., ����
�, D���;0
�,
0������
�, <0
����
���). Since a circumflex can never be put on an antepenult,
the antepenult, when accented, can only be accented with an acute.

2.4.8 Penult Accented

a) When the penult is long and the ultima is short, the accent on the penult must
be a circumflex (e.g., 
Q�
�, �
��
, �R0
�, �R�
�, 
R��).

b) When the penult is long and the ultima is long, the accent on the penult must
be acute (e.g., <�
�;, 0�����;, 
S�;�, <����;�, ��%;, �T����).

c) When the penult is short, the accent on the penult must be acute (e.g.,
��!
�).

2.4.9 Ultima Accented

a) Short Ultima: The accent must be acute (e.g., �U���, 
U�����, <���
��, 	V��,
7������, �����). But, as noted earlier, it must change to a grave accent when
followed by another word, without intervening punctuation.

b) Long Ultima: The accent is usually acute (e.g., !���, <���, ���B�, 7���), but
can be a circumflex (e.g., W�	�
�, !�, ���X�).

2.4.10 Grave Accent

A grave accent can only stand on the ultima. It is actually a turned-down acute
accent. An acute accent is changed to a grave accent when a word follows without

7 E.g., final -�� and -
� are short, but final -��� and -
�� are long. The exception to this rule is the optative
mood (cf. Section 22.8).
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intervening punctuation (except when the following word is an enclitic). It contin-
ues to indicate a stressed syllable.

2.5 THE DIAERESIS

The diaeresis mark (¨) looks like a German umlaut. It often appears in words of
foreign derivation (e.g., Hebrew and Latin loan words), though it is also used for
someGreekwords (Y7�Z�).8 It is actually an editorial mark used to indicate that the
two vowels, which could be construed as a double vowel, are actually two separately
pronounced vowels. The diaeresis always appears over the second of the two vowels
(e.g., <Z��
�). Can you guess what the following words mean?

�����[�� (Bith-sa-i-dha)
K�7�Z� (A-kha-i-a)
K&��Z�� (I-sa-i-as)
*;\��� (Mo-i-sis)
 �[
� (Ga-i-os)

2.6 PUNCTUATION MARKS

Greek employs the following punctionation marks:

Comma , (as in English)
Period . (as in English)
Semicolon · (raised dot above the line)
Question mark ; (do not confuse with English semicolon)

2.7 THE APOSTROPHE

Anapostrophe is sometimes encountered at the end ofGreekwords. It is an editorial
mark used to indicate that a final vowel has been deleted before the word following
it, which begins with a vowel. This process is known as elision.An apostrophemarks
the place where the vowel was elided (e.g., <��� =!B for <��L =!B).

If the vowel that begins the following word is aspirated (with a rough breathing
mark), then the consonant preceding the elisionmarkmay change to its correspond-
ing fricative consonant.9 (Even though Attic aspiration had died out long before the

8 E.g., 0�;Z��, 0�
\0
������, <\0���, D\�
�, ��\��%;, 0�
[��
����, 0�
[��, 0�
Z�����.
9 Whereas in Attic Greek, final 0, �, and � change to their aspirated forms 
, �, 7 before the word that

etymologically begins with a rough breathing [h] (e.g., ���K→ ���K, =0K→ =]K, ���K→ ���K, <0K→ <]K,
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first century AD, it has left its mark in the language in this feature of elision.) For
example:

���� → ���K ��@� (me-thi-mon) instead of ���K ��@�

W0� → =
K ^��� (e-fi-mas) instead of =0K ^���

To sum up, the editors of printed editions of the New Testament have added a
variety of other marks that are not used in the oldest manuscripts, namely:

■ breathing marks: I, J
■ accents: �, _, 
̀
■ iota subscript: �, �, �
■ diaeresis (¨) and apostrophe (K)
■ letter spacing
■ most punctuation
■ capitalization
■ verse, paragraph, and chapter divisions

2.8 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

Note: the prepositions listed in the vocabulary below include the abbreviations
“acc.,” “gen.” and “dat.” These abbreviations will be explained in Section 5.10.

1. <�
�; (a-kou-o), I hear, listen to
2. <�� (a-na), each, each one, apiece (+ acc.) (cf. Section 5.10)
3. D��� (ar-ti), now, just now
4. ��� (ke), and; also, even (adv.); ��� . . .��� . . . , both . . . and . . . (when linking

nouns)
5. �A (dhe), �K (before word beginning with a vowel), but, and (post-positive);10 �A

often implies some sort of weak contrast. It can also be used with explanatory
force meaning “indeed,” “and moreover”

6. <��� (al-la), but (much stronger than �A); <��� is abbreviated to <��K before a
word beginning with a vowel

7. ���� (ka-ta), ���K, ���K,11 (1) (w. acc.) according to; (2) (w. gen.) against, down
from (cf. Section 5.10)

8. =!!�� (eng-gis), (w. gen.) near, close to (cf. Section 5.10)
9. a- (eks), six (6) (cf. “hexagon”)


^�→ 
^7, ^0K→ ^]K), this change does not always occur in the Hellenistic Greek because of its psilotic
nature (i.e., its lack of an “h” sound).

10 This is a post-positive word; i.e., this word never comes first in a Greek sentence, but you should translate
it as the first word.

11 ���K when followed by a word beginning with a vowel; ���K when followed by a word beginning with a
vowel carrying a rough breathing mark.
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10. b(i), or, than
11. ��; (li-o), I loose, untie, set free; destroy, do away with, abolish
12. ��!
� (lo-gos), a statement, a message, a saying, reply, story, speech,

reasoning12

13. ���� (me-ta), ���K, ���K,13 (1) (w. gen.) with, among; (2) (w. acc.) after (tempo-
ral), behind (spatial) (cf. Sections 5.9–10)

14. 
c� (oun), then (temporal), therefore (in a discourse or making an argument)
15. 
d�� (ou-te) (always post-positive), not, nor; 
d�� . . .
d�� . . . , neither . . .

nor . . . (combination of 
U + �A)
16. 0�����; (pi-stev-o), I believe (in), I entrust myself to, I have confidence in

(usually followed by dat. or with �T� + acc.)
17. 0�

���� (pro-i-tis), prophet
18. �	��!;!� (si-na-go-yi), usually a “Jewish synagogue” (place of assembly), but

can also designate a meeting for synagogal worship
19. �A (te), and; �A . . .�A . . . , both . . . and . . . (usually follows the word it modifies); �A

is an enclitic (see Section 5.6)14

20. 7������ (khri-stos), anointed one, messiah, Messiah, Christ; the term 7������

is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew term meaning Messiah. (Needless to
say, it is common practice to “translate” the term 6������ as “Christ.” But this
is not really a translation. It is a transliteration. In fact, the rendering of the
term6������ as “Christ” really leaves the term untranslated. The term6������,
being the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word “Mashiach,” can also be trans-
lated as “Messiah,” cf. �������.)

12 In very rare cases, this word is translated as “divineWisdom” or “Word,” meaning the personified expres-
sion of God (e.g., John 1:1). This is a highly specialized philosophical meaning, which we shall discuss in
the Workbook (cf. John 1:1).

13 ���K when followed by a word beginning with a vowel; ���K when followed by a word beginning with a
vowel carrying a rough breathing mark.

14 An enclitic is a word that is read so closely with the preceding word that it “leans on” the preceding word
and therefore has no accent of its own (cf. 5.6).
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3.

Present and Future

Active Indicative,

Present Active

Indicative of the Verb

“to be,” and Particles

A
verb is a word that expresses an action or a state of being. Speakers of
English tend to think about verbs primarily in terms of their tense (e.g.,
past, present, future). In Greek, verbs also have other important character-

istics, namely, aspect and voice.

3.1 VERBAL ASPECT

The term “aspect” refers to the kind of action that is depicted by a verb. Themeaning
of a verb is not related only or exclusively to temporal categories but also to the kind
of action, or the way that an event occurs. There are three verbal aspects in Greek.
Each of these aspects is linked to specific tenses. In other words, the morphology of
the verb will you (some extent) specify the aspect of a given verb.1 In the indicative
mood, Greek verbs express both time and tense as well as aspect.2

The three verbal aspects are as follows:

1. Aoristic aspect
The aoristic aspect is associated with the simple past (aorist) tense. It expresses
the simple (or summary) occurrence of a verbal action. The aoristic aspect is
sometimes also associated with the present and future tenses.

1 In recent years, the function of aspect in Hellenistic Greek has become the most contested feature of the
language. Some scholars have privileged aspect over tense, especially Stanley E. Porter, Verbal Aspect in
the Greek of the New Testament, with Reference to Tense and Mood (New York: Peter Lang, 1989); cf. Buist
Fanning, Verbal Aspect in New Testament Greek (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990).

2 See Section 3.3 for an explanation of the indicative move. We shall return to this subject in Chapters 9
and 16.

Figure: Statue of a man (ancient Iconium).
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2. Imperfective aspect
The imperfective aspect is associated with the imperfect tense. It expresses a
progressive kind of action (e.g., continuous or repetitive). This aspect is usually
associated with the present and future tenses as well.

3. Perfective aspect
The perfective aspect is associated with the perfect and pluperfect tenses. It
expresses a completed action with ongoing results. It may also express states of
being.

The imperfective aspect requires our attention in this lesson because the present
and future tenses often have an imperfective aspect. The imperfective aspect nor-
mally conceives of the verbal action as being in progress or as unfolding without
reference to its completion. This may consist of a single activity that is in progress
or that is continuous (e.g., “he is walking”), or a series of repetitions of an action
(e.g., “he repeatedly asked”) (see Chapter 12 for other uses).

3.2 FORMATION OF VERBS

All verbs consist of a stem. This stem identifies the word in terms of its lexicalmean-
ing. It also provides the basic building block for creating other forms of the verb in
the same tense. To determine the stem of a verb, simply remove the verbal ending
(either -;, or -
���) from its lexical form (i.e., the form given in the vocabulary
lists). For example, the stem of ��; is �	-.

The segment following the stem is the verbal ending, or suffix. This verbal end-
ing consists of two parts: a connecting vowel and a personal ending. By means of
these verbal endings, Greek verbs can express the following information.

1. Person
1. first person
2. second person
3. third person

2. Number
1. singular
2. plural

3. Tense
1. present
2. future
3. imperfect
4. first aorist/second aorist
5. perfect
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6. pluperfect
7. future perfect3

4. Voice (see Section 3.4)
1. active
2. middle
3. passive

5. Mood
1. indicative
2. subjunctive
3. imperative
4. optative (cf. Section 22.8)

Note: The infinitive and participle are not moods. However, for the purposes of
parsing, we will treat them as if they were moods.

3.3 PARSING VERBS

In the workbook exercises you will be asked to parse verbs. To “parse” a verb means
to specify the following information:

1. Person
2. Number
3. Tense
4. Voice
5. Mood
6. Lexical form (i.e., the dictionary form)
7. Short gloss or definition of the lexical form (translating the conjugated form is

often impossible without knowing the specific context)

In Chapters 1–17, all the verbs you will study will be in the indicative mood.
This is the most usual mood of everyday discourse and narrative. It is the mood of
direct statements, assertions, direct questions, and narrative.

You may have observed that verbal aspect is not listed among the information
required for parsing. This is because aspect is morphologically tied to verbal tense.
Therefore, when you specify the tense, the aspect is also specified, though context
must also be taken into consideration.

3 In the Greek New Testament, the future perfect is mostly formed with a periphrastic construction (see
Chapter 19.8).
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3.4 VOICE

The term “voice” describes how the subject of a verb is related to the action of the
verb. There are three voices:

1. Active voice
2. Middle voice
3. Passive voice

We will discuss the active voice in this lesson and return to the middle and
passive voices inChapter 11. In the case of the active voice, the subject is performing
the action of the verb (e.g., “she buys the book”).

3.5 PRIMARY AND SECONDARY VERBAL ENDINGS

The verb tenses can be divided into two categories:

1. Primary tenses
2. Secondary tenses

The distinction between primary and secondary tenses concerns the time of
action (in the indicative mood).

1. The primary tenses are oriented to the present and future (namely the present,
future, and perfect tenses).

2. The secondary tenses are oriented to the past (imperfect, aorist, and pluperfect
tenses).

A basic familiarity with the primary and secondary endings will help you rec-
ognize common features between the verbal endings of the various tenses. In the-
ory, one should only need to memorize two sets of verbal endings: the primary and
the secondary endings. Unfortunately, the facts of the matter are more complicated
than this because these primitive verbal endings evolved and changed over time in
the various tenses. The primary active verbal endings are as follows:

Primary Active Endings

Singular Plural

1 -�� -���
2 -�� -��
3 -�� -���
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3.6 PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE TENSE

In the present tense, the primary endings are added to the verbal stem by means of
a thematic connecting vowel, either � or 
. To make rapid progress in your Greek
reading, it is suggested that you learn the endings as they occur in the present tense
paradigm (see chart below) because verbal endings are easier to memorize if you
learn them as they are formed on an actual verb stem.

In the teaching of Greek, it is customary to use the verb ��; (“I loose, I untie,
I destroy”) as the example verb because it is regular in all of its tenses. In each case,
a connecting vowel, either � or 
, has been used to join the verbal ending to the
verbal stem (i.e., present verbal stem + connecting vowel �/
 + primary active
ending):

Present Active Indicative of ��;
⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 ��-; (li-o) [I untie] ��-
��� (li-o-men) [we untie]
2 ��-��� (li-is) [you untie] ��-��� (li-e-te) [you (pl.) untie]
3 ��-�� (li-i) [he/she/it unties] ��-
	��(�) (li-ou-si[n]) [they untie]

The ⊕ symbol beside this paradigm and other paradigms in this book means
that you must memorize it.

If you compare these endings with the primary endings listed above, you will
note some differences:

■ ��;: the 
 connecting vowel has lengthened, and the primary ending, ��, has
dropped off (-
 + �� > -;). In other words, there is no suffix.

■ �����: the primary ending, -��, has been added to the stem with the connecting
vowel, �, forming -���. But when � becomes intervocalic (as ���), it drops out
and another � is added to the end, resulting in the ending, -���.

■ ����: the primary ending, ��, has become ��, and the now-invocalic � (as ���)
drops out, leaving -��.

■ ��-
	��: the � of the primary ending, -���, has changed to �, and � has dropped
out before �. Then the connecting vowel, 
, lengthens in compensation to form

	 (-
 + ��� > -
��� > -
�� > -
	��).

You do not need to memorize the reasons for these changes. Simply memorize the
endings as they actually occur on the stem of ��;.

Note:

1. Any verb whose lexical form ends in -; can take these endings.
2. Unlike English, Greek does not require an explicit subject. For example, ��;

means “I untie,” and ����means “he unties,” or “she unties,” or “it unties.”How-
ever, in practice, an explicit subject is often specified in Greek texts.
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3. Movable �: the third-person plural ending often has � added. This so-called
“movable �” is added for euphony (i.e., the formation of a pleasing sound to
the ear). It does not affect the meaning of the verb. The movable � often occurs
when the following word begins with a vowel, or at the end of a sentence. How-
ever, there are many exceptions to this rule in the GNT.

4. Verbal Agreement: as you would expect, a singular subject is normally followed
by a singular verb, and a plural subject is normally followed by a plural verb.
However, there is one important exception:Neuter plural subjects are normally
followed by singular verbs.4

Now, given that the verb “I loose, I untie” is not used very often, nor is it
very interesting, we will practice this paradigm using another verb, namely ��A0;
(vle-po), meaning “I see, look at”:

Present Active Indicative of ��A0;
Sg. Pl.

1 ��A0; (vle-po) [I see] ��A0
��� (vle-po-men) [we see]
2 ��A0��� (vle-pis) [you see] ��A0��� (vle-pe-te) [you (pl.) see]
3 ��A0�� (vle-pi) [he/she/it sees] ��A0
	��(�) (vle-pou-si[n]) [they see]

As noted above, the present tense often has an imperfective aspect, expressing
a progressive kind of action (e.g., “I am seeing”), although this is not true in every
case. But the present tense sometimes simply carries an aoristic aspect and expresses
a simple (or summary) occurrence of a verbal action (“I see”).

3.7 ACCENTING VERBS IN THE INDICATIVE MOOD

The accent on verbs is recessive.5 This means that the accent is placed as far away
from the end of the last syllable (ultima) as the general rules permit (i.e., the accent
shifts to the left, cf. Section 2.4). As you know, Greek words can only be accented
on the last three syllables. Therefore, the fourth-to-last syllable of a verb will never
be accented.

Thus, the antepenult of ��A0
���, ��A0���, ��A0
	��� and ��
���, �����,
��
	��� are all accented because the last syllable of each is short. Since a circumflex
can only occur on the penult when the penult contains a long vowel and the ultima
is short, the accent on the penult is normally an acute (e.g., ��A0��). The verb �T�� (“I
am”) has its own particular accent rules because it is an enclitic (see Section 3.10.1).

4 This is known as the rule ofAttic construction (BDF, Chapter 133). This rule applies to subjects that do not
refer to human beings. For example, this rule would not apply to the neuter plural noun E��� (“Gentiles”).
It sometimes does not apply to the nouns �A��� (“children”) and �������� (“demons”).

5 Infinitives and participles are excluded from this rule.

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:43:25 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.005

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



Present and Future Active Indicative, Present Active Indicative 33

3.8 THE “HISTORIC” PRESENT

When reading the canonical Gospels, one often encounters the present tense in con-
texts where one would expect the past tense.6 For example, a passagemay say “Jesus
says” (����
�� �A!��) where the context would imply “Jesus said” (����
�� �R0��). This
use of the present tense is known as the “historic” present. It is used by authors to
give a narrative greater vividness. Verbs in the historic present tense should be trans-
lated as past tense verbs (e.g., “Jesus said”). Of course, this phenomenon also occurs
in English.

One convenient way of signaling to your instructor that you recognize this
usage is to translate such verbs as past tense verbs, followed by “(h.p.),” meaning
“historic present.”

3.9 THE FUTURE ACTIVE INDICATIVE TENSE

The most common use of the future tense is to express simple future action (“he
will go”) or future progressive action (“he will be going”). As in English, the future
tense can also be used to express a command or prohibition: for example, “You will
love your neighbor as yourself ” (Jas 2:8).7

3.9.1 Forming the Future Tense

The consonant, �, functions as the tense formative of the future tense. In other
words, the addition of a � to the stem tells you that the verb may be in the future
tense.

The future tense is very easy to form: Simply add the tense formative -� to the
verbal stem, followed by a connecting vowel (�/
), and the present active tense end-
ings (i.e., future stem + � + �/
 + primary/present active endings [Section 3.6]):

Future Active Indicative of ��;
⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 ���; (li-so) [I will untie] ���
��� (li-so-men) [we will untie]
2 ������ (li-sis) [you will untie] ������ (li-se-te) [you (pl.) will untie]
3 ����� (li-si) [he/she/it will untie] ���
	��(�) (li-sou-si[n]) [they will untie]

Youwill notice that ���
	��(�) is accented on the antepenult. This tells you that
the � in the verbal ending must be short.

6 E.g., Matt 3:1; John 1:29.
7 Y!�0����� �_� 0����
� �
	 e� ���	��� .
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3.10 PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE TENSE OF �	
� (“I AM”)

Greek actually has twoways of forming verbs. These two families of verbs are named
after their first-person singular endings, namely:

Thematic verbs (or ;-verbs) such as ��; (I untie)
Athematic verbs (or ��-verbs) such as �T�� (I am)

Historically speaking, athematic verbs are older verbal forms than ;-verbs.
Indeed, many ��-verbs were gradually replaced by ;-verbs during the Hellenis-
tic period. As you can see, in the following example of �T��, there are many
similarities between athematic verb endings and the thematic verb endings listed
above.

Present Active Indicative of ����
⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 �T�� (i-mi) [I am] =��A� (es-men) [we are]
2 �R (i) [you are] =��A (e-ste) [you (pl.) are]
3 =���(�) (e-sti[n]) [he/she/it is] �T��(�)8 (i-si[n]) [they are]

3.10.1 �T�� as an Enclitic

When you encounter present indicative disyllabic forms of �T�� in the GNT, they
will often lack an accent. This is because two-syllable forms of �T�� are enclitic. The
word “enclitic” is derived from the Greek word, =�������, meaning “to lean upon.”
An enclitic is a word that is read so closely with the preceding word that it is said to
“lean upon” it and, therefore, appears to have no accent of its own.9 Enclitics can
be said to “throw” their accents onto the previous word. Thus, the accent of many
forms of �T�� can be found on the last syllable of the previous word. For this reason,
enclitic forms of �T�� should be pronounced as if they were part of, or joined to, the
previous word.

1. If the previous word has an accented antepenult, or a circumflex on the penult,
then the accent on =��� will shift to the ultima of the preceding word and will
remain acute: for example, 0�������
� =���� (Mark 4:17), 
Q�
� �T��� (Mark
1:16).

8 Actually only occurs as �T��� in GNT, with or without an accent.
9 Except when standing at the beginning of a sentence. Other examples of enclitics include ��, �
	, �
�, ��,
�
	, �
�, ���, 0
	, 0
��, 0;�, !�, ��, and all present indicative forms of �T�� and 
��� (except second-
person singular), and the indefinite pronoun ���, �� (see Chapter 15).
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2. But, if the preceding word has an acute accent on the penult, then the disyllabic
form of �T�� will retain its accent: for example, D��
� �T��� (Mark 4:18), =� 
>��
=���� (Mark 2:1).

3. When forms of �T�� are accented, in circumstances that allow them to shift
their accent to the preceding word (an editorial decision), it indicates emphasis.
However, �T�� is also accented under the following conditions: 1) when it stands
at the beginning of a sentence or clause; 2) when it is preceded by 
U�, ��,e�, �T,
���, <��� (or <��K), �
��
 (�
�� K); 3) when it signifies existence or possibility.

3.10.2 Impersonal Use of �	
�

The third-person forms of �T�� are sometimes used impersonally, without an
implied subject:

=���(�) – “there is”
�T��(�) – “there are”

3.11 FUTURE OF VERBS ENDING IN LABIALS, VELARS,
AND DENTALS

Nine of the Greek consonants are interrelated as follows:

1. Labial consonants, 0, �, 
, are formed by the lips.
2. Velar consonants, �, !, 7, are formed at the back of the palate.
3. Dental consonants, �, �, �, are formed by placing the tongue behind the teeth.

As previously noted, these consonants can be subdivided according to whether
they are:

1. Unvoiced stops
2. Voiced fricatives
3. Unvoiced fricatives

Voiced means that you use your vocal chords to pronounce the sound.10 In
contrast, unvoiced means that vocal chords are not used.11 This classification can
be summarized as follows:

10 Try resting two fingers on your vocal chords and say the English sounds “b,” “d,” and “g.” You can feel
your vocal chords vibrate.

11 Now put your two fingers on your vocal chords again and say the English sounds “p,” “t,” and “k.” You
cannot feel your vocal chords vibrate.
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unvoiced stops voiced fricatives unvoiced fricatives

labial 0 � 


velar � !12 7

dental � � �

When a verbal stem ends in a final labial consonant (0, �, 
) and is followed
by � (future tense formative), the labial consonant combines with the � to form the
consonantal blend 9. For example:

���0 + �; → ��A9; (vle-pso) “I will see”
!��
 + �; → !��9; (gra-pso) “I will write”

When a verbal stem ends in a final velar consonant (�, !, 7, as well as %) and is
followed by � (future tense formative), the velar consonant combines with the � to
form the consonantal blend -. For example:

<! + �; → D-; (a-kso) “I will lead”

When a verbal stem ends in a final dental consonant (�, �, �) and is followed by
� (future tense formative), the dental is deleted leaving only �. For example:

��0��� + �; → ��0���; (vap-ti-so) “I will baptize”13

This can be summarized as follows:

0, �, 
 + � = 9

�, !, 7 + � = -

�, �, �, % + � = �

Future Active Indicative of ��A0;
Sg. Pl.

1 ��A9; (vle-pso) [I will see] ��A9
��� (vle-pso-men) [we will see]
2 ��A9��� (vle-psis) [you will see] ��A9��� (vle-pse-te) [you (pl.) will see]
3 ��A9�� (vle-psi) [he/she/it ��A9
	��(�) (vle-psou-si[n]) [they will see]

will see]

12 ! as hard [g] is actually a voiced stop.
13 The verb ��0��%; requires an explanation. The real present stem of this verb ends in a � (

√
��0���-),

not %.
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3.12 PRESENT AND FUTURE OF E7; (“I HAVE”)

The verb E7; (e-kho) means “I have.” Thus, the present active paradigm of E7;
with a direct object such as �����
� (scroll) is as follows:

Sg.

1 E7; �����
� (e-kho vi-vli-on) [I have a scroll]
2 E7��� �����
� (e-khis vi-vli-on) [you have a scroll]
3 E7�� �����
� (e-khi vi-vli-on) [he/she/it has a scroll]

Pl.
1 E7
��� �����
� (e-kho-men vi-vli-on) [we have a scroll]
2 E7��� �����
� (e-khe-te vi-vli-on) [you (pl.) have a scroll]
3 E7
	��(�) �����
� (e-khou-si[n] vi-vli-on) [they have a scroll]

Some verbs will require special attention because they exhibit irregularities or
unexpected forms. One such verb is the future form of E7; (“I have”). The root of
E7; is actually not

√
�7- (as one would expect), but

√
��7 (here, the symbol

√
is

employed to designate the verbal root of a verb).14 In the present tense, the initial
� of �A7; has dropped off, leaving E7;.

√
��7 → �7

The future of E7; is formed by adding the tense formative � to the end of the
original stem (

√
��7). Thus,��7- + � becomes��-- (according to the rule for velars

above). However, Greek does not allow two sibilants (“s” sounds) to occur in a row.
Therefore, the first sibilant (�) drops out and is replaced with a rough breathing (by
editors) to compensate for loss of the �. Thus the future of E7; is a-;.

��7 + � → ��- → W--

This information will be relevant to understanding the formation of E7; in
other tenses as well. If all of this seems too complicated, just remember that the
future of E7; is a-;.

3.13 NEGATIVE PARTICLE

Verbs are negatedwith 
U, meaning “not.” If the followingword beginswith a vowel,
then 
U is written as 
U� (or 
U7).

14 The verbal root represents the original stock of a verb, from which all of its inflected forms develop.
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1 
U� E7; �����
� [I do not have a scroll]
2 
U� E7��� �����
� [you do not have a scroll]
3 
U� E7�� �����
� [he/she/it does not have a scroll]

1 
U� E7
��� �����
� [we do not have a scroll]
2 
U� E7��� �����
� [you (pl.) do not have a scroll]
3 
U� E7
	��(�) �����
� [they do not have a scroll]

If the vowel that follows has a rough breathing mark, then 
U is written as 
U7.
Once again, even though aspiration had already died out before the GNT was writ-
ten, it has left its mark on the language in this small change from 
U� to 
U7. Simi-
larly, the future form of E7;, which is a-;, begins with a rough breathingmark: e.g.,

U7 a-�� �����
� (he/she/it will not have a scroll).

3.14 PARTICLES

Though the term “particle” is difficult to define precisely, its function is to change
the relation of the parts of the sentence to one another. It is therefore called a func-
tion word. The particles �A (“but/and”), 
c� (“then/therefore”), !�� (“for”), and
�A��
� (“but”) are all post-positives. In other words, these words never appear first
in a Greek sentence or clause. They always appear as the second, third, or even
fourth word in a clause. But when you translate these post-positive particles, you
must translate them irst in your English translation.

The particles ��� (“and”) and <��� (“but”) are used to coordinate sentences and
clauses with each other. Given the fact that Greek exhibits much greater freedom
of word order than English, close attention to these particles will help you deter-
mine how to break up sentences into smaller, coherent phrases. For example, the
particles �A� and �A are often used to coordinate two contrasting clauses. They can
be translated as “on the one hand, . . . on the other hand.” However, given that such
a translation forms an awkward English sentence, it is preferable to explore other
options (e.g., “when/while . . . , he/they . . . ).15

3.15 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. ��0��%; (vap-ti-zo), I dip or plunge into water, “I baptize”; fut. ��0���; (the
real root of ��0��%; is

√
��0���)16

15 �A� can also be used alone (i.e., not correlated with a �A clause). This usage is termed �A� solitarium. For
example, �f� 
c�, “so then” is a resumptive phrase introducing a new episode. e� can also be correlated
with ��� (“as [e�] we have said before, so [���] now I say again” [Gal 1:9]). It is more frequently correlated
with 
S�;� (e.g., 1 Cor 7:17).

16 Verbs whose present stem ends in -�%; and -�%; often have a final dental (or sometimes velar) in the
original stem.
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2. ��A0; (vle-po), I see, look (on or at); fut. ��A9;
3. !�� (gar), for (post-positive)17

4. ��� (dhi-a): (1) (w. gen.) through, by means of; (2) (w. acc.) because of, on
account of (cf. Sections 5.9–10)

5. ��������
� (dhi-dha-ska-los), teacher (cf. didactic)
6. =!���; (e-yi-ro), I rise up, get up, wake up; I raise up (the dead)18

7. �R��� (i- dhen), he saw; �R�
�, I saw, they saw19

8. �T�� (i-mi), I am20

9. =��X (e-ki), there, in that place
10. �^����; (ev-ri-sko), I find, discover; fut. �^���;21

11. E7; (e-kho), trans. I have, hold; intrans. I am (comparable to �T��); fut. a-;
12. �<!B (ka-go), and I, but I, I also (= ��g =!B)22

13. �A� (men), particle indicating contrast, emphasis, or continuation; �A� is used
with �A to coordinate two contrasting clauses (see Section 3.14); �A� used by
itself can mean “indeed”

14. �A�; (me-no), I remain, stay23

15. 
U, 
U�, 
U7 (ou, ouk, oukh),24 not; with an accent it means “no” (
d)
16. 0A�0; (pem-bo), I send, appoint; fut. 0A�9;
17. 2��;� (si-mon), Simon25

18. 	V�� (i-os), son, descendant
19. 
���; (fe-no), I shine, give light to26

20. 5�����X
� (fa-ri-se-os), Pharisee; usually pl. in GNT
21. 
;��%; (fo-ti-zo),27 I give light to, shine on; fut. 
;���;
22. 7���
� (khro-nos), time (chronological time, calendric time), a period of time.

17 This word never comes first in a sentence, but in translation it should be translated first.
18 We will study the future form of this verb (cf. Chapter 4).
19 We will learn the paradigm for this verb later (Chapter 10).
20 We will study the future form of this verb in Chapter 11.
21 Some present-tense stems add -�� or -��� to the root to differentiate the present stem from the future

stem (e.g., �^����;, <0
�����;, !��B��;). The original root of these verbs often shows up in the future
form (e.g., the original root of �^����- was

√
�	�-).

22 This is an example of crasis. Crasis is the contraction of a vowel (or double vowel) at the end of a word
when the word, which follows, begins with a vowel. A coronis (’) is placed over the contracted syllable.
This phenomenon, which was in wide use in Attic Greek, is much less common in the GNT.

23 We will study the future form of this verb in Chapter 4.
24 
U� is used before a word beginning with a vowel having a smooth breathing; 
U7 (oukh) is used before

a word beginning with a vowel having a rough breathing.
25 This is a third declension noun (see Chapter 14).
26 We will study the future form of this verb in Chapter 11.
27 Verbs whose present stem ends in -�%; often have a concealed final dental in the stem: e.g., 
;��%; →√


;���.
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4.

Contract Verbs,

Present and Future

Active Indicative,

and Future Indicative

of Liquid Verbs

4.1 CONTRACT VERBS

There are many verbs whose stems end in a vowel, either -�, -�, or -
. These final
vowels combine, or contract, with the connecting vowels of the personal endings.
These so-called “contract” verbs can be grouped into the following three categories:

1. �-contract verbs
2. �-contract verbs
3. 
-contract verbs

As you review the contraction of vowels in the paradigms below, you will
notice that some vowels dominate other vowels. This is termed the principle of
phonodynamism.1 As away of beginning to understand contract verbs, review some
of the basic guidelines of contraction, as oulined below, and then turn to the exam-
ple verbs for specifics. In general you will note that:

1. o-sounds tend to prevail over all other vowel sounds, whether preceding or
succeeding.

2. when a-sounds and e-sounds meet, the intial sound takes precedence; thus
� + � → �, but � + � → �.

3. iota (�), whether written as subscript, or sounded, does not disappear.

1 Antonius J. Jannaris, Historical Greek Grammar Chiely of the Attic Dialect as Written and Spoken from
Classical Antiquity Down to the Present Time (Hildesheim: Georg Olms, 1968), 84.

Figure:Marble block portraying the figure of a naked man holding a bird (Iconium, IKonya 86).
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4.2 �-CONTRACT VERBS

When the present-tense endings are added to a verb stem of �-contract verbs, the
final � of the stem contracts with the vowel of the personal ending. The following
chart helps explain some of the contractions in the paradigm below:

Connecting vowel added

Verbs

ends

in

For example, the stem of the verb 0
�@ (“I do, I make”) actually ends with
� (0
�A-;). It is called an epsilon-contract verb. The following paradigm of the
present active indicative of this verb results from the contraction of this final � with
the connecting vowel of the endings:

Sg. Pl.

1 0
�@ (pi-o) [-A + ;] 0
�
���� (pi-ou-men) [-A + 
���]
2 0
��X� (pi-is) [-A + ���] 0
��X�� (pi-i-te) [-A + ���]
3 0
��X (pi-i) [-A + ��] 0
�
���(�) (pi-ou-si[n]) [-A + 
	��(�)]

Observe that the contracted endings are the same as ��;, except in the first per-
son plural and second-person plural. However, you should also note that the accent
hasmoved. It is now positioned over the contracted vowel in all forms.Moreover, the
accent has changed from an acute to a circumflex. These changes in accentutation
will help you identify contract verbs.

4.3 �-CONTRACT VERBS

The rules for the contraction of the final� of�-contract verbs are slightlymore com-
plicated. The vocalic contractions are formed according to the following guidelines.
We will use <!�0@ (“I love”) as an example. The stem of the verb <!�0@ actually
ends in � (<!�0�-;). This is why it is called an alpha-contract verb. The final �
contracts with the connecting vowel of the verbal endings as follows:
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Sg. Pl.

1 <!�0@ (a-ga-po) [-� + ;] <!�0@��� (a-ga-po-men) [-� + 
���]
2 <!�0�� (a-ga-pas) [-� + ���] <!�0��� (a-ga-pa-te) [-� + ���]
3 <!�0� (a-ga-pa) [-� + ��] <!�0@��(�) (a-ga-po-si[n]) [-� + 
	��(�)]

Note how the accent has been repositioned over the contracted vowel, as in the
case of 0
�A; above. The accent has also changed from an acute to a circumflex
(e.g., <!�0� + ; → <!�0@, <!�0� + ��� → <!�0��).

4.4 
-CONTRACT VERBS

In order of frequency, 
-contract verbs are the least common.

1. When -o contracts with -��- , the � is assimilated to the 
 and -
� is formed in
the second- and third-person singular.

2. When -o contracts with -
- , an -
	 is formed (see chart in 4.2 above).

For example, the verb stem of 0���@ (“I fill/fulfill”) ends in 
 (0����-;). It is
called an omicron-contract verb. This final 
 contracts with the connecting vowel
of the verbal endings as follows:

Sg. Pl.

1 0���@ (pli-ro) [-� + ;] 0���
���� (pli-rou-men) [-� + 
���]
2 0���
X� (pli-ris) [-� + ���] 0���
��� (pli-rou-te) [-� + ���]
3 0���
X (pli-ri) [-� + ��] 0���
���(�) (pli-rou-si[n]) [-� + 
	��(�)]

Throughout this book, the contract verbs will be listed in the assigned vocab-
ulary in their contracted forms (e.g., 0
�@, <!�0@, and 0���@), which are real
forms that actually occur in the GNT. These forms will be followed by their uncon-
tracted endings (e.g., -A;, -�;, and -�;). You should alwaysmemorize these uncon-
tracted endings whenever you learn a new contract verb.

The memorization these uncontracted endings is very useful because the
uncontracted ending tells you whether the verb in question is an -A;, -�;, or -�;
contract verb. But these uncontracted forms never occur in a real texts in the GNT.
In the GNT, they will always appear in their contracted forms (e.g., 0
�@, <!�0@,
0���@).

4.5 FUTURE TENSE OF CONTRACT VERBS

The future tense of contact verbs is easy to form because there are no vocalic con-
tractions. To form the future tense of these verbs, simply lengthen the final vowel of
the verb stem (-�→ �, -�→ �, -
→;), and then add the � future tense consonant
and the future endings (which are the same as the present-tense endings).
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0
��- → 0
��- + � = 0
���; (pi-i-so) “I will do/make”
<!�0�- → <!�0�- + � = <!�0��; (a-ga-pi-so) “I will love”
0���
- → 0���;- + � = 0���B�; (pli-ro-so) “I will fill/fulfill”

4.6 FORMING THE FUTURE OF VERBS ENDING IN LIQUID
CONSONANTS

Some verb stems end in so-called liquid consonants, namely �, �, �, and �.2 Spe-
cial considerations must be followed when forming the future tense of these liquid
verbs, because �, �, �, and � cannot be followed by �.3

As you now know, � is the tense consonant of the future tense. How, then, does
one form the future tense without using the future tense consonant? When a verb
stem ends in either �, �, �, or �, the future endings are added directly to the stem
without the addition of the � future tense consonant.4

The future of these liquid verbs conjugate (i.e., form) as if they were �-contract
verbs. The circumflex accent positioned over the contracted syllable will help you
distinguish the future tense form of a liquid verb from its present-tense form. By
way of example, consider the future active of the verb �A�; (“I remain”):

Future Active Present Active

Sg.

1 ���@ [-A + ;] (me-no) (I will remain) �A�; (I remain)
2 ����X� [-A + ���] (me-nis) (you will remain) �A���� (you remain)
3 ����X [-A + ��] (me-ni) (he/she/it will

remain)
�A��� (he/she/it

remains)
Pl.

1 ���
���� [-A + 
���] (me-nou-men) (we will remain) �A�
��� (we remain)
2 ����X�� [-A + ���] (me-ni-te) (you [pl.] will

remain)
�A���� (you remain)

3 ���
���(�) [-A + 
	��] (me-nou-si[n]) (they will remain) �A�
	��(�) (they remain)

To avoid confusion of the present and future forms looking too similar, the
present stem of these verbs is often modified to distinguish it from its future
form. Consequently, in the case of some verbs, the future tense – not the present

2 Whereas a stop consonant blocks airflow and cannot be maintained indefinitely, a liquid consonant has
free-flowing air (with some restriction) and can be maintained indefinitely. Technically speaking, � and
� are nasals, but for the purposes of this topic, we shall consider them to be liquids.

3 However, this is not a hard- and-fast rule throughout the language. For example, � + � can stand together
in third declension nouns, and phonetic changes allow for ��, ��, ��, and �� in perfect middle and
passive.

4 To be more precise, the tense formative -�� is added to the liquid stem. The � then becomes intervocalic
and drops out, and the preceding � of the tense formative then contracts with the connecting vowel of the
ending. Thus, it appears to behave like an �-contract verb.
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tense – will preserve the original verbal root. For example, in the following case, a
double consonant is added to form the present stem:

Present Future

<!!A��; (ang-gel-lo) (I announce) ← <!!��@

(ang-ge-lo)
(I will

announce)
<0
��A��; (a-po-stel-lo) (I send) ← <0
����@

(a-po-ste-lo)
(I will send)

����; (val-lo) (I throw) ← ���@ (va-lo) (I will throw)

Sometimes an iota (�) is added to form the present stem, as in the case of =!���;
(“I raise up”) and �>�; (“I take, take up”):

Present Future

=!���; (e-yi-ro) (I raise) ← =!��@ (e-ye-ro) (I will raise)
�>�; (e-ro) (I take up) ← <�@ (a-ro) (I will take up)

4.7 FUTURES OF IRREGULAR VERBS

While some verbs undergo minor stem changes, other verbs actually change their
stem completely. For example, the future of �A!; (le-go), meaning “I say,” is =�@
(e-ro), meaning “I will say.” This can be confusing to new students of Greek. It is
important that you try to memorize these unexpected verbal stems as you learn
them in the assigned vocabulary.

4.8 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <!�0����, -�, -�� (a-ga-pi-tos, -i, -on), beloved, dear(est) (adjective, with m.,
fm., and nt. forms)5

2. �A�; (the-lo), I will, am willing, wish, want, desire; fut. �����;6

3. �A!; (le-go), I say, speak, tell; fut. =�@
4. 
U7� (ou-khi) is an emphatic form of 
U meaning “not, not so, no indeed”; it

also occurs in questions expecting a positive answer
5. 0A��� (pe-ran) (with gen.), beyond, across to, on the other side

�-contract verbs

6. �T�@ (-A;) (e-to), I ask, request7

5 <!�0����, -�, -�� are an abbreviated form of <!�0����, <!�0���, <!�0����. You will encounter such
abbreviated forms of adjectives throughout this text and in lexica.

6 �A�; becomes a contract verb in the future tense.
7 Remember that the uncontracted formnever occurs in theGNT.Only the contracted forms are used (e.g.,
�T�@).
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7. ���@ (-A;) (ka-lo), I call, name, invite, summon; fut. ���A�;8

8. ���@ (-A;) (la-lo), I speak, say; fut. �����; (cf. �A!;)
9. I�
�
!@ (-A;) (o-mo-lo-go), I confess, admit, declare; fut. I�
�
!��;
10. h�� (o-te), when, while
11. h�� (o-ti), that, because; also indicates direct and indirect speech
12. 
@� (fos), light9

13. 7;��� (kho-ris), (with gen.) without, apart from
14. ����	�@ (-A;) (mar-ti-ro), I bear witness, testify; fut. ����	���;
15. ����	��� (mar-ti-ri-a), testimony, evidence (the cognate noun of ����	�@)
16. 0
�@ (-A;) (pi-o), I do, make; fut. 0
���;
17. 0�
��	�@ (-A;) (pro -ski-no), I worship, kneel; fut. 0�
��	���;
18. ���@ (-A;) (ti-ro), I keep, observe (the Torah); fut. �����;
19. 
;�@ (-A;) (fo-no), I call, call to, call out; fut. 
;���; (cf. 
;��)
20. e� (os), as, like, about (with numbers or time), when (with time)

�-contract verbs

21. <!�0@ (-�;) (a-ga-po), I love; fut., <!�0��; (cf. <!�0����, -�, -��)
22. %@ (-�;) (zo),10 I live, am alive; fut. %��;
23. I�@ (-�;) (o-ro), I see11


- Contract Verbs

24. 0���@ (-�;) (pli-ro), I fill, fulfill; fut. 0���B�;
25. 
����@ (-�;) (fa-ne-ro), I make known, show,manifest, reveal; fut. 
����B�;

Box 1. Contract Future Forms of Previously Learned Verbs

■ �A�; (me-no), fut. ���@ (me-no)
■ =!���; (e-yi-ro), fut. =!��@ (e-ye-ro)

8 You will notice that the final � of ���A; does not lengthen as the rules would dictate. This verb seems to
belong to a group of older verbs whose final � does not lengthen (cf. ���A;).

9 We will study the declension of this word in Chapter 14.
10 Note, the root of %@ (-�;) is actually

√
%� (not

√
%�). The present active paradigm of %@ is:

Sg. Pl.

1 %@ %@���

2 %	� %���

3 %	 %@��(�)
11 For the future form, see Chapter 11.
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5.

Second Declension,

the Definite Article,

and Prepositions

M
ost English nouns and adjectives do not change their forms when their
grammatical function changes, though there are exceptions. For exam-
ple, the relative pronoun “who” can change to “whom” and “whose,” and,

of course, many nouns form plurals by the addition of a final “s” or by a stem change
(e.g., goose → geese).

In Greek, the situation is a good deal more complicated. Greek is an inlected
language. This means that the endings of Greek nouns and adjectives decline, or are
modified, to communicate grammatical information to the reader, such as gender,
number, and grammatical function. To be precise, these nominal endings provide
the following information:

1. grammatical gender: masculine, feminine, neuter
2. number: singular, plural
3. grammatical function

A declension is an orderly system for inlecting (i.e., changing) the endings of nouns.
Greek nouns form their endings according to three different systems. Each of these
systems is termed a “declension.” They are classified as follows:

1. irst declension
2. second declension
3. third declension

We will study the second declension in this chapter.

Figure: Stele portraying a man walking beside an ox, while a man and woman look on (Dikilitas, NE of
Vasada, IKonya 150)

46
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5.1 THE FUNCTION OF GREEK INFLECTIONAL FORMS

A declensional ending is termed a case ending. There are five cases in Hellenistic
Greek:

1. nominative
2. genitive
3. dative
4. accusative
5. vocative

Historical Note

There were originally eight cases in the oldest forms of Greek. Over time, the abla-
tive case (preserved in Latin) came to share the same form as the genitive. The
instrumental and locative cases (also preserved in Latin) came to share the same
form as the dative case. This leaves us with five cases in Hellenist Greek.

5.1.1 Nominative Case1

The nominative case is used to indicate the subject of a sentence or of an inde-
pendent clause. The nominative case also has other uses: A few verbs, such as �T��,
!��
���, and ^0��7;, do not take a direct object, but rather a predicate.2 This pred-
icate is always given in the nominative, not the accusative case.

The nominative case is the foundational case in the Greek case system. The
so-called “oblique” cases, namely accusative, genitive, and dative, are distinguished
from the nominative case as a group. The accusative case is the foundational case
of the oblique cases.

5.1.2 Accusative Case

The original meaning of the accusative is motion toward. However, the most com-
mon use of the accusative is to indicate the direct object of a transitive verb. Some
verbs regularly have two accusatives (e.g., verbs of asking, teaching, naming, and
swearing): One accusative specifies a person and the other accusative specifies a
thing. For example, in Jesus’ question, “Why do you call me good?”3 “me” and
“good” are both in the accusative case in Greek.

1 Strictly speaking, the nominative and vocative are not cases, for case implies dependence.
2 Either a noun or an adjective. You may wonder how one determines which nominative is the subject

and which is the predicate nominative. If only one word is a personal pronoun, demonstrative pronoun,
or relative pronoun, it is the subject. If only one has a definite article, that articular noun is the subject.
Otherwise, whichever noun comes first is the subject.

3 �� �� �A!��� <!���� (Mark 10:18). Verbs of “teaching” (e.g., ������;) and “asking” (e.g., �T�A;) take two
accusatives, both of which are objects of the verb.
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5.1.3 Genitive Case

The genitive case often indicates some sort of dependent or derivative status of a
term in relation to the preceding term. Originally, this case signified motion away
from, or more generally, separation from. But in the GNT, one of the most common
uses of the genitive is to express possession (e.g., “the people of God ”). The “genitive
of possession” is strictly defined in terms of belonging (i.e., “the people belonging to
God”). There are also many other uses of the genitive, such as the so-called genitive
of kind, which specifies the genus of a thing (e.g., “baptism of repentance”).

5.1.4 Dative Case

The dative case originally signified rest in a place. In the GNT, the dative case is
often used to specify an indirect object, that is, to indicate the person or thing to,
or for, which something is done or given (e.g., “I will repay all things to you”).4

Themeans bywhich, or the cause throughwhich, something is done can also be
expressed by the dative case. For example, “I have baptized you with (i.e., by means
of) water.”5 This is termed the “instrumental” dative. It expresses an action per-
formed by something. The dative case is also used after certain Greek verbs where
one would not expect them based on English usage.6 As a starting point, when you
meet the dative, try using helping words such as “to,” “for,” “in,” or “with.”

5.1.5 Vocative Case

This is the case of direct address (e.g., “O brothers and sisters,” “O foolishGalatians”
[Gal 3:1]). Words in the vocative case are always set off by commas. Sometimes
words in the vocative are introducedwithi (O!). The vocative case is often identical
to the nominative case.

5.2 DECLINING NOUNS

To decline a noun means to modify its endings in order to specify its respective
cases. Oscar Wilde once humorously declared, “I would rather decline two drinks

4 0���� <0
�B�; �
� (Matt 18:26).
5 =!j =��0���� ^��� S���� (Mark 1:8).
6 Among these verbs that take an object in the dative case are the following:

<�
�
	�@ + dat. I follow sby
<0
����
��� + dat. I answer sby
����
�@ + dat. I serve sby
=!!�%; + dat. I draw near to sby/sthg
=0����@ + dat. I rebuke sby/sthg
0�����; + dat. I believe sby/in sthg
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than one Greek noun.” But take no notice of Wilde. He obviously did not spend as
much time learning Greek as you have!

In the paradigms (tables) that follow, the names of the cases will be abbreviated
with the letters N, G, D, A, V, as follows:

N Nominative
G Genitive
D Dative
A Accusative
V Vocative

One of the most important implications of these case endings is that the Greek
language exhibits a much greater freedom of word order than does English. Writ-
ten language, by its very nature, involves the arrangement of words, one after the
other, in linear sequences. The Greek declensional endings allowed Greek authors
to order words in a great variety of ways according to the emphases and interests of
the author. In contrast, English words – with their minimal inflection –must follow
a much more predictable order.

Why is this important? If you begin translating a Greek sentence word by word
into English, your translationwill probably notmake good sense. Before translating,
you must irst analyze the Greek sentence grammatically. This is how to begin:

1. determine whether there is an explicit subject (in nominative case)
2. identify the main verb
3. determine whether there is a direct object (in accusative case)
4. determine whether there is an indirect object (in dative case)
5. identify words that coordinate clauses like ���, �A, <���, �A�, k��, l���, and

so on.

If you practice these skills now, while the sentences for Greek translation are sim-
ple, you will be much better prepared to translate the longer, more complicated
sentences that you will encounter later in this book and in the GNT.

5.3 MASCULINE NOUNS OF THE SECOND DECLENSION

With a few exceptions, all of the nouns in the second declension are masculine
or neuter in grammatical gender.7 The nominative form of masculine nouns ends
in -
�, whereas the nominative formof neuter nouns ends in -
�. For example,D���m
;0
� (“person”) and ��!
� (“message”) are masculine and �A��
� (“child”) and

7 The following second declension words are feminine: ���
�, 9�

�, I���, ���
�
�, ��

��, D�	��
�,
<�������
� (Mark 14:3), D�

�
�, ���
�, ����� (Rev 14:20), �����
�, and ����
�.
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E�!
� (“deed”) are neuter. In the case of second declension nouns, the ending of the
lexical form will tell you whether a given noun is masculine or neuter (e.g., ����
�
is masculine; �A��
� is neuter). The masculine nouns of the second declension are
declined according to the following endings:

Singular Plural

N -
� -
�
G -
	 -;�
D -� -
��
A -
� -
	�
V -� -
�

Thus, if we decline the masculine second declension noun ����
� (“world”),
the following paradigm is formed:

⊕ Sg. Pl.

N ����
� (kos-mos)8 ����
� (kos-mi)
G ����
	 (kos-mou) ����;� (kos-mon)
D ����� (kos-mo) ����
�� (kos-mis)
A ����
� (kos-mon) ����
	� (kos-mus)
V ����� (kos-me) ����
� (kos-mi)

Remember, the iota subscript in the dative singular is only an editorial mark. In
a real manuscript, the word ����� would be written without an iota subscript or
accents like:9

�
c
�

Nonetheless, the editorial addition of the iota subscript helps us distinguish
the singular dative case ending of the noun from the first-person, present active
indicative ending of a verb like ��;.

5.4 NEUTER NOUNS OF THE SECOND DECLENSION

Many of the endings of neuter nouns of the second declension are the same as
the masculine nouns. You should take note of the differences as they occur in the

8 Remember that before a voiced consonant (i.e., �, !, �, �, �, �, �), � is pronounced like %.
9 Note that in many uncial manuscripts, both medial sigma and final sigma are written like c. This is called

a lunate sigma.
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nominative singular and in the nominative plural and accusative plural.

Singular Plural

N -
� -�
G -
	 -;�
D -� -
��
A -
� -�
V -
� -�

Thus, if we decline the neuter second declension noun �A��
� (“child”), the
following paradigm results:

⊕ Sg. Pl.

N �A��
� (tek-non) �A��� (tek-na)
G �A��
	 (tek-nou) �A��;� (tek-non)
D �A��� (tek-no) �A��
�� (tek-nis)
A �A��
� (tek-non) �A��� (tek-na)
V �A��
� (tek-non) �A��� (tek-na)

Note the following for second declension nouns:

■ The nominative, accusative, and vocative endings of neuter nouns are identical
in the singular and in the plural forms.

■ Even thoughmany of the declensional endings for masculine and neuter nouns
are the same, the grammatical gender of the noun will allow you to distinguish
masculine nouns from neuter nouns. For example, the lexical form (which is
by definition in the nominative case) of �A��
� ends in -
�. Therefore, you
know it must be a neuter noun. The cases of �A��
� can either be nominative or
accusative, depending on the literary context, but its gender can only be neuter.
It cannot be masculine accusative.

■ The final � in the ultima of the nominative and accusative plural neuter noun
is always short (e.g., �A���). As the following section demonstrates, this infor-
mation is helpful when thinking about the position of accents on nouns.

5.5 ACCENTING NOUNS

5.5.1 General Rule: The general rules for accenting nouns do not determine
which syllable must be accented. Instead, they determine which syllables
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cannot be accented; for the general rules for accenting nouns, see Sections
2.4.1–2.4.10.

5.5.2The accentwill remain on the same syllable as in the nominative singular form,
except when the general rules require the accent to move. Thus, the accent on
the nominative singular form of nouns must be memorized as part of the spelling
of the word. It cannot be predicted.

5.5.3 In both the first and second declension, when the ultima (i.e., the last sylla-
ble) takes an acute accent in the nominative singular form, it will change to a
circumflex accent in the genitive and dative forms, in both the singular and plu-
ral. Elsewhere, the ultima will carry an acute accent (or grave, when followed
by another word). This rule also applies to the definite article (Section 5.7).

5.6 PROCLITICS AND ENCLITICS

5.6.1 Proclitics

A proclitic is a word that “leans forward” on to the word which follows to such an
extent that it usually has no accent. The nominative forms of the definite articles (I,
�, 
V, �V), some conjunctions (�T,e�), prepositions (�T�, =�, =�), and negative particles
(
U, 
U�, 
U7) are all proclitics. For this reason, you should pronounce them as if
they were joined to the word that follows.

5.6.2 Enclitics

An “enclitic” is a word that “leans on” the word which precedes to such an extent
that it appears to have no accent of its own. Enclitics can be one- or two-syllable
words. As previously discussed, disyllabic forms of �T�� (i.e., not second sg.) are also
enclitics (Section 3.10.1). Many pronouns (�
�, �
�, �A, �
�, �
�, �A, see Sections
8.1–2), indefinite adverbs (0
�, 0
�A, 0B�), and indefinite forms of ��� (see Sec-
tion 15.5) are also enclitics and thus often appear in texts without accents. They nor-
mally throw their accents off onto the preceding word, according to the following
rules:

1. If the previous word has an accent on the antepenult or a circumlex on the
penult, then the word will receive an additional accent on its ultima from the
enclitic (e.g., D���;0�� �
	, 0����� =����, �R7A� ���).

2. If the preceding word has an acute accent on the penult, then a monosyllabic
enclitic will simply lose its accent (e.g., I ��!
� �
	/0�
�B0
	 �
	), but a
disyllabic enclitic (e.g., =����) will retain its accent (e.g., I ��!
� =��g� <!����).

3. When an enclitic begins a clause, it must retain its accent (e.g., ���f� �f �@�
=��X . . . ).
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4. When enclitics shift their accents to the ultima of the previous word, the accent
remains acute. It does not change to a grave accent (e.g., �_� D!!���� �
	).

5.7 THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

The definite article (“the”) always agrees with the noun it modifies: Masculine
nouns are preceded bymasculine articles, feminine nouns by feminine articles, and
neuter nouns by neuter articles. Thus, if you are ever unsure of the gender of a par-
ticular noun, the preceding definite article will indicate the gender of the word in
question.

Because articles must agree with their noun in gender, number, and case, there
are twenty-four possible forms of the article! Fortunately, the endings of definite
articles are the same or very similar to their corresponding second declension
nouns. In this lesson, we will learn the forms of masculine and neuter articles.

Sg. Pl.

⊕ m. nt. m. nt.

N I (o) �� (to) 
V (i) �� (ta)
G �
� (tou) �
� (tou) �@� (ton) �@� (ton)
D �
 (to) �
 (to) �
X� (tis) �
X� (tis)
A ��� (ton) �� (to) �
�� (tous) �� (ta)

The nominative forms of the masculine and feminine definite article (e.g., I, �,

V, �V) are proclitics. They have no accent because each is read so closely with the
following word as to lean on it and rely on its accent.

Also bear in mind that the acute accent ( n ) on these articles will always become
grave ( o ) when followed by another word (e.g., �_ �A��
�). Of course, in real Greek
text, the article is always followed by another word. The following example illus-
trates how these definite articles can be added to masculine and neuter nouns of
the second declension:

Sg. Pl.
m. nt. m. nt.

N I ����
� �_ �A��
� 
V ����
� �L �A���

(the world) (the child) (the worlds) (the children)

G �
� ����
	 �
� �A��
	 �@� ����;� �@� �A��;�

(of the world) (of the child) (of the worlds) (of the children)

D �
 ����� �
 �A��� �
X� ����
�� �
X� �A��
��

(to/for the world) (to/for the child) (to/for the worlds) (to/for the children)

A �_� ����
� �_ �A��
� �
p� ����
	� �L �A���

(the world) (the child) (the worlds) (the children)
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The article is sometimes used inGreekwhere it is not required in English. For exam-
ple, it is often used with abstract nouns and proper names. For example, I ����
��
(o-i-i-sous) is translated “Jesus,” not “the Jesus.” Similarly, I /���
� (o-pav-los) is
translated “Paul,” not “the Paul.”

5.8 IMPORTANT USES OF ���

The term h�� can have a variety of meanings, as outlined below. Its meaning must
always be determined on the basis of context alone.

5.8.1 ��� As a Marker of Indirect Speech

Verbs of saying introducing indirect speech are often followed by the conjunction
h�� (“that”). In English, we find similar constructions:

�R0�� �
� h�� �R��� �� . . .
(“I said to you that I saw you . . . ” [John 1:50])

5.8.2 ��� As a Marker of Direct Speech

The conjunction h�� can also be used to introduce direct speech following verbs of
saying. In such cases, h�� should be left untranslated, with quotation marks follow-
ing:

<��� <��� �A!; �
� h�� q 
>����� ���
���� . . .
(“Truly, truly I say to you, – ‘What we know we say . . . ’ ” [John 3:11])

5.8.3 Causal ���

The conjunction h�� can also have a causal use, meaning “because” or “since.”10

��g 
U� b]��� ����X� �L ��������, h�� br������ �U���.
(“Andhe did not allow the demons to speak because they knewhim.” [Mark
1:34])

F1�7�� . . . 
U� b����� 0�����������, h�� 
U� �T���.
(“Rachael . . . refused to be consoled because they [her children] are no
more.” [Matt 2:18, quoting Jer 31:15])

10 Other causal conjunctions include ����� (“because”), =0��, and =0���� (“since”).
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5.8.4 ���Marking Explanatory Clauses (“that . . . ”).

�S�� �A =���� � ������ h�� �_ ]@� =���	��� �T� �_� ����
� ��g s!�0����


V D���;0
� ����
� �_ ����
� t �_ ]@�·

(“And this is the judgment, that the light has come into theworld andpeople
loved darkness more than the light.” [John 3:19])

5.8.5Verbs of thinking, knowing, believing, hoping, and hearing are often followed
by h��, as they are in English (e.g., “I think that . . . ”, “I know that . . . ”, “I hear
that . . . ”):


>����� h�� <0_ ��
� =���	��� ��������
�

(“We know that you are a teacher come from God.” [John 3:2])

����������� h�� 
Q��� =���� I 	V_� �
� ��
�.
(“I have testified that this is the Son of God.” [John 1:34])

��;�@ h�� 0�
]���� �R ��

(“I see that you are a prophet.”[John 4:19])

5.9 THE FUNCTION OF PREPOSITIONS

Prepositions are little words like “in,” “on,” and “for”, which link together other
words in a sentence to specify how they are interrelated. They are normally posi-
tioned before nouns and pronouns and supply information about time, place, or
direction.

In Greek, prepositions are followed by the genitive, dative, or accusative case,
depending on the preposition and the intended meaning. Some prepositions con-
sistently take one particular case. For example, =� (“in”) is always followed by the
dative case.Other prepositions can be followed by two, or even three, different cases,
acquiring different meanings according to the case that follows and the literary
context.

Prepositional phrases can function like attributive adjectives. For example the
phrase 
V =� �	 
T��� D���;0
�means the “people in the house.” Similarly, it is very
common to find a definite article followed by a prepositional phrase without any
accompanying noun. For example, 
V =� �	 
T��� also means “the (people) in the
house.”

The use of prepositions is among the most idiomatic features of all languages,
including Greek. The vocabulary lists in this text will suggest some typical glosses
(i.e., English translations) for each preposition to help you get started. However,
these English glosses cannot be substituted mechanically for a given preposition. In
actual fact, any Greek preposition can be rendered into many different English
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prepositions depending on the context. Thus, one must always consider carefully
the literary context and idiomatic English usage before translating them. In actual
pratice, it will often be necessary for you to consult a lexicon to determine the most
appropriate translation for a preposition in a specific Greek text.

5.9.1 Elision

When prepositions precede a word beginning with a vowel, they normally undergo
elision. Elision is the deletion of a vowel at the end of a word before a word that
begins with a vowel. An apostrophe marks the place where the vowel was deleted,
or elided (e.g., <��K =!B = <��L =!B). Many of the most frequent prepositions
undergo elision:

<0� → <0K

��� → ��K

=0� → =0K

���� → ���K

0��� → 0��K

^0� → ^0K

When a preposition such as =0� is followed by a word beginning with a vowel car-
rying a rough breathing, the preposition elides as above and the remaining stop
becomes a fricative (e.g., =
K =�	�
�).

<0� → <
K

=0� → =
K

���� → ���K

^0� → ^
K

As you know, words in Hellenistic Greek were never aspirated with an “h” sound,
nor, of course, did they ever carry rough breathing marks (which are editorial
marks). However, the historical phenomenon of aspiration is preserved as a kind
of “phantom” in the Hellenistic practice of aspirating stop consonants during elision
(cf. 2.7).

5.10 THE USE OF PREPOSITIONS WITH CASES

Now that we have learned about Greek cases, let us review some of the prepositions
you have already memorized. Some prepositions consistently take one particular
case. For example, =!!�� is always followed by the genitive case. Other prepositions
can be followed by two, or even three, different cases. These prepositions acquire

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:44:14 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.007

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



Second Declension, the Definite Article, and Prepositions 57

different meanings according to the case that follows. So far, we have learned the
following prepositions:

■ <�� (a-na) (w. acc.), each, each one, apiece
■ ��� (dhi-a) (w. gen.) through, by means of

(w. acc.) because of, on account of
■ ���� (ka-ta) (w. gen.) against, down from

(w. acc.) according to
■ =!!�� (eng-gis) (w. gen.) near, close to
■ ���� (me-ta) (w. gen.) with

(w. acc.) after (temporal), behind (spatial)
■ 0A��� (pe-ran) (w. gen.), beyond, across to, on the other side

5.11 THE USE OF PREPOSITIONS TO EXPRESS MOTION
AND LOCATION

5.11.1 Motion and Location

Motion toward a place is often expressed by a preposition followed by the accusative
case. For example:

0��� (“toward”)
�T� (“into”)
=0� (“onto”)
0��� (“[motion] to [a position] beside”)11

Motion away from a place, or separation from something, is often expressed by a
preposition followed by the genitive case.12 For example:

<0� (“[away] from”)
=� (“from, out of ”)
0���13 (“from”)

The place where something is situated, sitting, or located is often expressed by a
preposition followed by the dative case.14 For example:

=� (“in”)
=0� (“on”)
0��� (“beside,” “with”)15

11 E.g., 0���0���� 0��L ��� �������� (“he walks beside the sea”).
12 This is termed the ablative use.
13 E.g., D���;0
� 0��L �
� ��
� (“a person from God”).
14 This is termed the locative use.
15 E.g., �A�
	��� 0��K �U�
 (“they remain with him”).

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:44:14 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.007

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



58 New Testament Greek

5.11.2 Genitive Expressing Agency

The person by whom the action of a passive verb is performed is expressed by the
preposition ^0� (“by”), indicating agency.This use of ^0� is followed by the genitive
case (e.g., ^0_ �U�
�, “by him”).

5.12 CASE ENDINGS EXPRESSING TIME

The case endings can be used, without prepositions, to express different meanings
of time.

5.12.1 The accusative expresses duration of time:

��
 ��A��� (acc. pl.) (“for two days”)
�A�
	��� ��� ��A��� =������ (acc. sg.) (“they remained that day”)
��g u� =� �	 =���� ��������
���

��A��� (acc. pl.)
(“he was in the desert for forty
days” [Mark 1:13])

5.12.2 The dative case expresses the time when something happens (i.e., often a
specific point in time).

�	 ����� ��A�� (dat. sg.) (“on the third day”)

5.12.3 The genitive case expresses the time within which something happens (e.g.,
the thief comes in the night): “You must say that his disciples came during the
night (gen., �	����) and stole him away while we were asleep.” (Matt 28:13)
(i.e., at some point during the whole night, then stole him).

5.13 GENITIVE OF COMPARISON

When two things are compared with one another, a comparative adjective is often
used, followed by a noun in the genitive. This is termed the genitive of comparison,
as the following example illustrates:

I T�7	������� �
	

“The one who is mightier than I ” (Mark 1:7)

5.14 PARADIGM OF THE PROPER NAME “JESUS”

The proper name “Jesus” (i-i-sous) is the Greek translation equivalent of the
Hebrew name “Joshua.” Thus, the name of the sixth book of the Bible in the Sep-
tuagint is ����
��, “Jesus”! The paradigm for “Jesus” is somewhat irregular because

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:44:14 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.007

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



Second Declension, the Definite Article, and Prepositions 59

the root of this proper name actually ends in -
 (
√

���
). This final -
 contracts
with the second declension endings as follows:

paradigm uncontracted form

N � ���
�� [ � ���
-
�]
G � ���
� [ � ���
-
	]
D � ���
� [ � ���
-� → � ���
; → � ���
	]
A � ���
�� [ � ���
-
�]
V � ���
� [ � ���
-�]

Notice that the genitive, dative, and vocative forms are identical. Given the fact that
this proper name often occurs with a definite article in Greek, the case of the article
will allow you to determine the case of the name, as will the context.

5.15 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <����, I (a-mnos), lamb
2. D���;0
�, I (an-thro-pos), a person (human being) of either sex (cf. German

“Mensch”), but in context it often refers to a man
3. E�!
�, �� (er-gon), work, deed, task
4. �����
�, I (tha-na-tos), death (cf. “thanatology”)
5. ��;�@ (-A;) (the-o-ro), I see, watch, observe, perceive
6. =0����
� (e-pav-ri-on), the next day (adv.)
7. >��, >�
	/T�
�, >����16 (i-dhe, i-dhou, i-dhe-te), look! see! (pointing word)
8. k�� (i-na) (conj.), in order that; that (explaining something)17

9. ����
�, I (ki-ri-os), sir, master of a household; the LORD, as a designation for
God (the LXX translates the divine name, YHWH, as I ����
�); as applied to
Jesus, the term ����
� is intentionally polysemous (cf. MGr, in which ����
�

means “Mr.”)
10. 
U�����, I (ou-ra-nos), sky, heaven18

11. ������
�, �� (sav-va-ton), the Sabbath, week (John 20:1)19 (cf. MGr, in which
������
�means “Saturday”)

16 This word is accented with an acute on its ultima when it functions as a demonstrative particle or as an
interjection, as is frequently the case in the GNT (e.g., Lk 17:23; Gal 1:20). It was originally the 2 aor. mid.
impv. of I��; (i.e., T�
�).

17 This is known as the explanatory or epexegetic k��.
18 Also used of God to avoid mention of the sacred name (e.g., “kingdom of heaven”); cf. Uranus, which is

the “heavenly” planet.
19 The word often appears in the plural form when the singular is intended, especially the dat. pl. �
X�
�������� (“on the Sabbath”).
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12. �A��
�, �� (tek-non), child
13. ��0
�, I (to-pos), a place, location (cf. topography, toponym)
14. ���
�, I (no-mos), the Torah, law
15. J0��; (o-pi-so) (with gen.), after, behind
16. h0
	 (o-pou), where (non-interrogative)
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6.

First Declension and

the Definite Article

6.1 THE FIRST DECLENSION

In this lessonwe shall study the first declension.Most of the nouns in this declension
are feminine in gender. Feminine nouns of the first declension can be grouped into
three classes, namely:

1. those having the vowel -� in the ending;
2. those having the vowel -� in the ending;
3. those having a mixed -�/-� pattern in the ending.

These different vowels in the endings occur only in the singular forms. The
plural endings are identical in all three classes. We will refer to these three classes
of first declension nouns as follows:

1. �-pure (also known as �-stem)
2. �-pure (also known as long �-stem)
3. �-impure (also known as short �-stem)

The first declension also includes a group of masculine nouns ending in -��
and -�� in the nominative singular: for example, ������� (disciple), ������� (young
man) (cf. Section 6.7).

6.2 �-PURE NOUNS

In this class of nouns, the vowel in the singular endings is always -�.

Figure: Funerary relief (ancient Neapolis).

61
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Sg. Pl.

N -� -��
G -�� -@�
D -� -���
A -�� -��
V -� -��

Our example word is 
;�� (“voice”):

⊕ Sg. Pl.

N 
;�� (fo-ni) 
;��� (fo-ne)
G 
;��� (fo-nis) 
;�@� (fo-non)
D 
;�	 (fo-ni) 
;��X� (fo-nes)
A 
;��� (fo-nin) 
;��� (fo-nas)
V 
;�� (fo-ni) 
;��� (fo-ne)

Accents

■ First declension nouns always carry a circumflex accent on the ultima in the
genitive plural form, regardless of where the accent falls in the nominative sin-
gular (e.g., ������� → ������@�).1

■ The � of the accusative plural ending (-��) of all first declension nouns is always
long, which prevents the antepenult from ever being accented.

6.3 �-PURE NOUNS

First declension noun stems ending in �, �, or � have an � (instead of an �) in the
singular endings. These nouns have slightly different endings. In this class of nouns,
the vowel in the singular endings is usually a long �:2

Sg. Pl.

N -� -��
G -�� -@�
D -� -���
A -�� -��
V -� -��

1 The genitive plural of the first declension is always accented with a circumflex because -;� is actually a
contraction of -�;�.

2 There are some �-pure, first declension nouns that have a short � in the nominative, accusative, and voca-
tive singular. For example, <������ (in this lesson’s vocabulary), <��A���� (cf. Chapter 17), and ����
��
(Chapter 19) all belong to a group of abstract nouns ending in -��� or -
��, which are derived from third
declension adjectives (e.g., <�����, -A�; <������, -A�). A very small number of first declension stems end
in -� but are declined according to the �-impure pattern (e.g., ��7����, -��; 0����	��, -��).
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Notice that the genitive singular and the accusative plural of �-pure nouns have
the same ending. One can distinguish -�� (gen. sg.) from -�� (acc. pl.) by the article
preceding the noun: Is the article ��� or ���? (see section 6.5) In the absense of an
article, you must rely on context to distinguish these endings. Our example word is
��A�� (“day”):

⊕ Sg. Pl.

N ��A�� (i-me-ra) ��A��� (i-me-re)
G ��A��� (i-me-ras) ����@� (i-me-ron)
D ��A�� (i-me-ra) ��A���� (i-me-res)
A ��A��� (i-me-ran) ��A��� (i-me-ras)
V ��A�� (i-me-ra) ��A��� (i-me-re)

6.4 �-IMPURE NOUNS

Noun stems ending in either �, consonant blends (-, %), double consonants (e.g., ��,
��), or ���- havemixed endings, with � in the nominative, accusative, and vocative,
and � in the genitive and dative:3

Sg. Pl.

N -� -��
G -�� -@�
D -� -���
A -�� -��
V -� -��

Our example word of an �-impure noun is ��-� (“fame, honor, glory”):

⊕ Sg. Pl.

N ��-� (dho-ksa) ��-�� (dho-kse)
G ��-�� (dho-ksis) �
-@� (dho-kson)
D ��-� (dho-ksi) ��-��� (dho-kses)
A ��-�� (dho-ksan) ��-�� (dho-ksas)
V ��-� (dho-ksa) ��-�� (dho-kse)

• Note: In the �-impure class, � in the singular ending is usually short.

3 Phrased differently, nouns where the nom. sg. ends in -� and is not immediately preceded by the letters
�, �, or � have mixed endings.
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6.5 DEFINITE ARTICLE FOR FEMININE NOUNS OF THE FIRST
DECLENSION

The definite article (“the”) in the first declension is the same for all three classes of
nouns. It follows the pattern of the �-pure class. Notice the rough breathing (added
by editors) in the nominative forms:

Sg. Pl.

N � (i) �V (e)
G ��� (tis) �@� (ton)
D �	 (ti) ��X� (tes)
A ��� (tin) ��� (tas)

6.6 COMPLETE PARADIGM OF THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

If we combine the paradigm of the feminine article with those of the masculine and
neuter articles, the following paradigm is formed:

Sg. Pl.
⊕ m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N I � �� 
V �V ��

G �
� ��� �
� �@� �@� �@�

D �
 �	 �
 �
X� ��X� �
X�

A ��� ��� �� �
�� ��� ��

The addition of the definite article to first and second declension nouns pro-
duces the following table:

Sg. Pl.
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N I ����
� � 
;�� �_ �A��
� 
V ����
� �V 
;��� �L �A���

G �
� ����
	 ��� 
;��� �
� �A��
	 �@� ����;� �@� 
;�@� �@� �A��;�

D �
 ����� �	 
;�	 �
 �A��� �
X� ����
�� ��X� 
;��X� �
X� �A��
��

A �_� ����
� ��� 
;��� �_ �A��
� �
p� ����
	� �L� 
;��� �L �A���

6.7. MASCULINE NOUNS OF THE FIRST DECLENSION

Within the first declension, there is an important group ofmasculine nouns. Nouns
in this group include some professions, such as ������� (“disciple”), 0�

����
(prophet) and ��A0��� (“thief”), and many (masculine) proper names, such as
��;����� (“John”). All of these nouns take masculine articles. However, their end-
ings are very similar to the endings of feminine, first declension nouns:
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Sg. Pl.

N -�� -��
G -
	 -@�
D -� -���
A -�� -��
V -�/-�4 -��

Our example word is ������� (“disciple”). Note that in this group of nouns, the
article often has a diferent form than the ending on the noun. Nonetheless, they still
agree in gender, number, and case:

⊕ Sg. Pl.

N I ������� (o-ma-thi-tis) 
V ������� (i-ma-thi-te)
G �
� �����
� (tou ma-thi-tou)5 �@� �����@� (ton ma-thi-ton)
D �
 �����	 (to ma-thi-ti) �
X� ������X� (tis ma-thi-tes)
A �_� ������� (ton ma-thi-tin) �
p� ������� (tous ma-thi-tas)
V (i) ������ (ma-thi-ta) (i) ������� (ma-thi-te)

As youmight expect, masculine nouns ending in �, �, or � also have stems ending
with � instead of �. We can use ������� (“young man”) as an example:

N ������� (ne-a-ni-as)
G �����
	

D ������

A �������

V ������

Some proper names also fall under this category: for example, Y���A��, -A
	
(“Andrew”), �&��Z��, -Z
	 (“Isaiah”).6

6.8 SUBSTANTIVE USE OF THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

The definite article was originally a demonstrative pronoun. This explains why the
definite article can function substantively like a noun and even substitute for per-
sonal pronouns. For example, when I, �, and 
V are not followed by a noun, they can
actually be translated as “he,” “she,” and “they,” respectively. Likewise, I �A is often
found in texts meaning “and he,” or “but he.” Similarly, I �A� . . .I �A are frequently
used to coordinate two sentences, with the meaning “the one . . . the other . . . ,” just
as 
V �A� . . .
V �A . . .means “some . . .others . . . ”

4 The voc. ends in short -� if the nom. sg. ends in -���, but otherwise ends in -�.
5 This -
	 ending is borrowed from the second declension.
6 Note many proper names of Hebrew origin have -� as a genitive ending: e.g., (�
��, (�
�; ��;���, ��;��;
��������, �������; ��
����, ��
��� (both “Judah, Judas”); 2������, 2�����.
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6.9 ACCENTING FIRST DECLENSION NOUNS

When the ultima of a nominative singular first declension noun is accented with
an acute accent, this accent will change to a circumflex accent in the genitive and
dative forms (sg. and pl.). Elsewhere it will be acute (or grave, when followed by
another word).

But, as noted above, in the case of the genitive plural form, the ultima is always
accented and always carries a circumflex, regardless of where the accent occurs in
other cases, because -;� is actually a contraction of -�;�.

Sg. Pl.

N 
;�� 
;���

G 
;��� 
;�@�

D 
;�	 
;��X�

A 
;��� 
;���

V 
;�� 
;���

6.10 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <���
��, I (a-dhel-fos), brother;�<���
�, sister; in plural: 
V <���

�, brothers
and sisters7

2. <������, � (a-li-thi-a),8 truth
3. <�������, -�, -�� (a-li-thi-nos), true, trustworthy, genuine (adj.)
4. H������, � (a-mar-ti-a), sin, sinfulness
5. <0������ (a-pe-kri-thi), he answered (followed by the dat.)9

6. <�7�, � (ar-khi), beginning
7. ��L �
��
 (dhi-a tou-to), therefore
8. ��-�, � (dho-ksa), fame, glory, honor, reputation
9. =!B (e-go), the pronoun “I” (nom.)
10. �T� (is) (with acc.), into, to, as; the so-called telic use of �T� expressed the goal or

purpose of an action (“for”)10

11. =�, =-11 (ek, eks), (with gen.), from, out of

7 BDAG, 18, (1).
8 Contrary to the general rule, abstract �-pure nouns, which are derived from adjectives ending in -��/-��,
and whose stems end in -��, have short � in the ending (not long) in the singular nom. and acc. forms
(Smyth 219.2 b). This allows the antepenult of <������ to be accented.

9 We will learn the full paradigm for this form later in this course (Chapter 17).
10 In the GNT, �T� is sometimes used interchangeably with =�, with the result that �T� is used in contexts where

one would expect =� (“in”).
11 =-when followed by a word beginning with a vowel. The preposition =-, like =�, �T�, and =�, is a proclitic. In

other words, it has no accent because it is closely connected with the word that follows. Other proclitics
include �T, e�, 
U, 
U�, I, �.
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12. =������� (ek-kli-si-a), an assembly of people, a Christian congregation of
people12

13. =� (en), (with dat.), in, among, with;13 when, while, during (concerning time
when sthg happens)

14. =-
	���, � (e-ksou-si-a), authority
15. %;�, � (zo-i), life
16. u� (in),14 he/she/it was; this is the third sg. imperfect (past) form of �T��
17. >��
� (i-dhi-os), -�, -
�, one’s own, belonging to one (cf. “idiomatic”)
18. ������� (ma-thi-tis), I, disciple, pupil (in Attic Greek)
19. I���, �, (o-dhos), road, journey, way (note the unexpected feminine gender)
20. 
U�A (ou-dhe), not even, and not, nor; 
U�A . . .
U�A . . .neither . . .nor . . .
21. 0��� (pa-ra): (1) (with gen.) from, by, with; (2) (with dat.) with, in the presence

of; (3) (with acc.) to beside, along
22. 0��� (pe-ri), (1) (with gen.) about, concerning; (with acc.) around
23. 0��� (pros), (with acc.) toward, with (in John and Paul)
24. ��
���, � (sko-ti-a), darkness
25. 
;��, � (fo-ni), voice, a sound

12 The term =������� is etymologically related to the noun ������ (“calling,” “vocation”) and the verb ���@
(“I call”).

13 When used by Paul and John, =� often designates a close personal relationship (cf. Gal 2:4, 3:8, 3:14; Phil
3:9, 4:1).

14 The paradigm of this verb will be learned in Chapter 12.
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7.

Adjectives,

Demonstrative

Pronouns, and

Comparison

7.1 ADJECTIVES

As in the case of articles, adjectives must also agree with the nouns they modify
(in gender, number, and case). Thus, many adjectives – like the definite article –
have twenty-four possible forms. But do not despair: Most adjectives of the first
and second declension have the same endings as second declension nouns. If we
add the adjectival endings to the adjective <!���� (“good”), the following paradigm
is formed:

Sg. Pl.
⊕ m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N <!���� <!��� <!���� <!��
� <!���� <!���

G <!��
� <!���� <!��
� <!��@� <!��@� <!��@�

D <!��
 <!��	 <!��
 <!��
X� <!���X� <!��
X�

A <!���� <!���� <!���� <!��
�� <!���� <!���

V <!��A <!��� <!���� <!��
� <!���� <!���

First declension (feminine) forms of adjectives, like first declension nouns, can
also be grouped into three classes: �-pure, �-pure, and �-impure. In the example
above, <!��� is an �-pure adjective. The feminine adjective ������ (from �����o�,
-�, -
�), meaning “just,” is an example of an �-pure adjective. Because the stem of
this adjective ends in � (�����-), it must decline according to an �-pure, not �-pure,
pattern. All adjectival stems ending in either �, �, or � will follow the �-pure pattern
in the feminine singular. There is no need to reproduce the masculine and neuter
endings here. The feminine (�-pure) forms of this adjective are as follows:

Figure: Inscription on stele: “For good fortune . . . ” (Thrace, IBM II 176). Can you read the word ajgaqhv in
the first line?
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Sg. Pl.

N ������ �������

G ������� �����;�1

D ������ ��������

A ������� �������

V ������ �������

The penult of the feminine singular forms is accented instead of the antepenult
(which is the original position of the accent in the masc. form, �����
�), because the
� of the �-pure endings is long. As you know, the antepenult cannot be accented
when the ultima is long. Therefore, the accent must move to the penult. Because
the -�� plural ending (in the nom. and voc. cases) is short, the accent can return
to its original position, over the antepenult, in the nominative and vocative plural
forms.

7.2 THE USE OF THE ADJECTIVE

When an adjective is associated with a definite article and a noun, the following
rules apply:

7.2.1 Attributive Adjectives

Attributive adjectives directly modify nouns. An attributive adjective is oten pre-
ceded by a deinite article. There are three possible configurations, with little differ-
ence in meaning:

First Attributive Position

In this case, the attributive adjective is found between the article and the noun, as it
often is in English syntax. This is termed the irst attributive position:

I <!��_� <���
�� (“the good brother”)

Second Attributive Position

In this case, the attributive adjective follows the noun and has its own article. This
is termed the second attributive position:

I <���
�� I <!��_� (“the good brother”).

1 Unlike first declension nouns, first declension adjectives are not accented automatically with a circumflex
on the ultima.
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This second example does not follow English word order. If you do not recog-
nize this syntactical construction, you will not be able to translate it.

hird Attributive Position

In this case, the attributive adjective follows the noun and has its own article, but
the noun lacks an article.2 This is termed the third attributive position: for example,
<���
_� I <!���� (“the good brother”). This construction is commonly used with
proper names.

7.2.2 Predicate Adjectives

In this case, the adjective is not preceded by a definite article. As above, the adjective
may comebefore or after the noun itmodifies, with very little difference inmeaning.
For example:

a) First Predicate Position: <!��_� I <���
��
b) Second Predicate Position: I <���
_� <!����

Both of these phrases mean “the brother (is) good,” or “the brother who is
good.”3 Note that in neither case is the adjective preceded by an article.

However, if the accompanying noun lacks an article (i.e., is anarthrous), then
the situation is ambiguous. It then becomes necessary to rely on context to deter-
mine whether the adjective is functioning attributively or predicatively.

There is an exception to the above rules. As we shall see, a small group of special
adjectives are found in the predicate position, even though they function attribu-
tively (e.g., 
Q�
�, =��X�
�, h�
�, and sometimes 0��). We will discuss these words
in subsequent lessons.

7.2.3. Substantival Adjectives

A solitary adjective preceded by an article can also function as a noun. The article
preceding the adjective turns it into a substantive. We have this same grammatical
structure in English (e.g., Jesus came to save the poor).

■ I <!���� “the good man”
■ � <!���: “the good woman”
■ �L <!��� (nt. pl.): “the good things”

2 This is more common with attributive participles than with adjectives.
3 E.g., ������
� 
V 0�;7
g �
 0������� (Blessed [are] the poor with respect to the human spirit [Matt

5:3]); ���_� �_ C��� (Salt [is] good [Mark 9:50]).
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7.3 POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES

Greek uses possessive adjectives to express ownership in the first- and second-
person singular. They are declined like other first and second declension adjectives.
These are frequently used for emphasis.

■ =���, =��, =��� (my, mine): e.g., =�� =-
	��� (my authority)
■ ���, ��, ��� (your, yours): e.g., �_� ������� (your disciple)
■ ��A���
�, -�, -
� (our)
■ ^�A���
�, -�, -
� (your [pl.])

Try not to confuse these adjectival forms with the possessive pronouns we will
study in Chapter 8.

7.4 IRREGULARLY INFLECTED (HETEROCLITE) ADJECTIVES

Two common adjectives require special mention, namely 0
��� (“much”/ pl.
“many”) and �A!�� (“large, great”). The genitive and dative forms of these adjec-
tives in the masculine and neuter, singular and plural, are completely regular, as are
their feminine forms. However, the nominative and accusative singular forms of the
masculine and neuter are irregular. Nonetheless, with a little attention, even these
can be easily mastered.

�
���, �
���, �
�� (“much”/ pl. “many”)

Singular Plural

m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N 0
��� 0
��� 0
�� 0
��
� 0
���� 0
���

G 0
��
� 0
���� 0
��
� 0
��@� 0
��@� 0
��@�

D 0
��
 0
��	 0
��
 0
��
X� 0
���X� 0
��
X�

A 0
��� 0
���� 0
�� 0
��
�� 0
���� 0
���

1. 0
���, 0
���, and 0
�� are used with non-countable nouns to mean “much”:
■ !�� 0
���� (much soil [Matt 13:5])
■ =� ����� 0
��
 (by much trembling [1 Cor 2:3])

2. 0
��
�, 0
����, 0
���, are used with countable nouns to mean “many”:
■ 0
��
g ��0�
� (many lepers [Luke 4:27])
■ ?7�
� 0
��
� (many crowds [Luke 5:15]
■ �������� 0
��� (many demons [Luke 8:30])

3. 0
��
� by itself means “many people” (e.g., Luke 1:14); the English expression
“hoi polloi” comes directly from 
V 0
��
� (i-pol-li).
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4. 0
��
 ����
� and 
U 0
��
 ����
� are very common expressions meaning
“much more” and “not much more”, respectively (e.g., Matt 6:30).

5. The comparative form of 0
��� is 0���;� or 0�A;� (m./fm.), 0�A
� (nt.)
(“more”)4 and the superlative form is 0��X��
�, -�, -
� (“most”).


����, 
�����, 
��� (“large, great”)

Singular Plural
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N �A!�� ��!��� �A!� ��!��
� ��!���� ��!���

G ��!��
	 ��!���� ��!��
	 ��!��;� ��!��;� ��!��;�

D ��!��� ��!��� ��!��� ��!��
�� ��!����� ��!��
��

A �A!�� ��!���� �A!� ��!��
	� ��!���� ��!���

The comparative from of �A!�� is ���%;�, (m./fm.) ��X%
� (nt.) (“greater”) and
the superlative form is �A!���
�, -�, -
� (“greatest”).5

7.5 DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS: “THIS” AND “THAT”


��
�, ����, �
��
 (“this”)

The demonstrative pronoun, meaning “this,” is declined like first and second
declension nouns, with only a few changes to remember:

1. All forms begin with taf (�), except for the nominative singular and plural forms
of the masculine and feminine. These latter forms have a rough breathingmark
(added by editors).

2. The feminine genitive plural form, �
��;�, is identical to the masculine and
neuter genitive plural forms.

3. The neuter singular, in the nominative and accusative, lacks a final ni (�); it is
�
��
, not �
��
�.

4. The neuter plural form, �����, is also somewhat unexpected. It occurs fre-
quently in texts with the meaning “these things.”

Sg. Pl.
⊕ m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N 
Q�
� �S�� �
��
 
Q�
� �Q��� �����

G �
��
	 ������ �
��
	 �
��;� �
��;� �
��;�

D �
��� ����� �
��� �
��
�� ������� �
��
��

A �
��
� ������ �
��
 �
��
	� ������ �����

4 This is a third declension adjective (see Chapter 15).
5 ���%����
� (“greater”) also began to occur in the first century.
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�����
�, ������, �����
 (“that”)

The demonstrative pronoun, meaning “that,” is declined like first and second
declension nouns, with a few changes to remember.

1. The feminine genitive plural, =����;�, is identical to the masculine and neuter
genitive plural forms.

2. The neuter nominative and accusative singular forms of =��X�
� also lack a
final �.

Sg. Pl.
⊕ m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N =��X�
� =����� =��X�
 =��X�
� =��X��� =��X��

G =����
	 =������ =����
	 =����;� =����;� =����;�

D =����� =����� =����� =����
�� =������� =����
��

A =��X�
� =������ =��X�
 =����
	� =������ =��X��

� �, ! �, �" � (“this”)

The demonstrative pronoun, h��, is more emphatic than 
Q�
� but is used in
the New Testament less frequently. Its paradigm is easy to form. Simply, take the
paradigm of the definite article and add -�� (e.g., �
���, �
��, �����, �	��, �����,
����, etc.).

7.6 USE OF THE DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN

The demonstrative pronoun is not preceded by an article. It is employed in the
predicative position but is translated as if it were in the attributive position. For
example:

�S�� � %;� (“this life”)
=��X�
� I D���;0
� (“that person”)

Demonstrative pronouns can also be used in the place of a noun, especially in
the case of people. For example:


Q��� =���� 	V�� �
	 (Matt 3:17)
“this [person] is my son”

Thus, 
Q�
� and �S�� can often be translated as “this man/this one” and “this
woman,” respectively, or as “he” and “she.”
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7.7 REFERENCE: COMPARATIVE AND SUPERLATIVE
ADJECTIVES

There are two regular ways of forming comparative and superlative adjectives.

1. The usual way to form a comparative adjective is to add -���
�, -����,
-���
� to the adjectival stem (declined like regular first and second declen-
sion adjectives);

2. The usual way to form a superlative adjective is to add -���
�, -����,
-���
� to the adjectival stem (declined like regular first and second declen-
sion adjectives).

We can illustrate this using 0����� (“trustworthy”) as an example:

1. Comparative (“more trustworthy”): 0�������
�, 0���
�A��, 0�������
�
2. Superlative (“most trustworthy”): 0�������
�, 0���
����, 0�������
�

The second way of forming comparatives and superlatives is to add -(�);�,
-(�)
�
�, etc. to form a comparative adjective, and to add -���
�, -����, -���
� to
form a superlative: e.g., ��7�� (“fast”), ��7�;� (“faster”), ��7���
� (“fastest”). In
Chapter 15.8 we will study ���%;� (“larger, greater”), which is the comparative
of �A!�� (“large, great”). Its superlative form is �A!���
�.

Some frequently occurring adjectives such as <!���� and ����� have
irregular comparatives and superlatives, as they do in English (cf. good →

better → best; bad → worse → worst). This is also true for �A!��, ������, and
0
���.

7.8 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. �T (i), if (do not confuse �T with the verb �R, meaning “you are”)
2. �R0�� (i-pen), he/she said, �R0
�, I said, they said; sometimes spelled, �R0��,

they said (past tense of �A!;)
3. Ʌ&���� (I-li-as), Elijah
4. ���B� (ka-thos), just as, as

Adjectives
5. <!����, -�, -�� (a-ga-�os, -i, -
�), good, beneficial, generous
6. D-�
�, -�, -
� (a-ksi-os, -a, -on), worthy, deserving
7. �����
�, -�, -
� (dhi-ke-os, -a, -on), ethically just or fair, righteous, upright
8. a����
�, -�, -
� (e-ka-stos, -i, -on), each, every
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9. E���
� (m./fm.), -
� (nt.) (e-ri-mos, -on), deserted (adj. of two terminations);6

in the GNT, this lexeme usually appears in its substantival form, � E���
�,
meaning the “wilderness, desert” (e.g., John 1:23, Matt 24:26)

10. Ʌ�
	��X
�, -�, 
� (i-ou-dhe-os, -a, -on), Jewish/Judean (adj.); as a noun,
Ʌ�
	��X
�, Jews/Judeans

11. �A!��, ��!���, �A!� (me-gas, me-ga-li,me-ga), large, great
12. �A�
�, -�, -
� (me-sos, -i, -on), middle, in the middle
13. 0�����, -�, -�� (pi-stos, -i, -on), trustworthy, faithful7

14. 0
X
�, 0
��, 0
X
� (pi-os, -a, -on), what, which, what kind of (interrogative
pronoun)

15. 0
���, 0
���, 0
�� (po-lis, pol-li, po-li), much (sg.), many (pl.)
16. 0�@�
�, -�, -
� (pro-tos, -i, -on), first, foremost (ordinal number) (cf. 18.10)
17. 
Q�
�, �S��, �
��
 (ou-tos, af-ti, tou-to), this, this one
18. =��X�
�, -�, -
 (e-ki-nos, e-ki-ni e-ki-no), that (note that the nt. ends in -
 not

-
�)
19. =���, =��, =��� (e-mos, -i, -on), my, mine
20. ��A���
�, -�, -
� (i-me-te-ros, -a, -on), our
21. ���, ��, ��� (sos, si, son), your, yours
22. ^�A���
�, -�, -
� (i-me-te-ros, -a, -on), your (pl.)

6 Some adjective like this one have identical forms in the masculine and feminine. These are known as
adjectives of “two terminations” (i.e., fm. forms are the same as the m. forms).

7 This term was originally related to the practice of making oaths; it concerns one who can be “trusted” to
take an oath and is “faithful” to fulfill the agreement undertaken.
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8.

Personal

Pronouns,

Relative

Pronouns,

and Reflexive

Pronouns

G
reek pronouns also decline. The declensions of the first-person and
second-person pronouns bear little similarity to the declensions we have
studied in previous lessons, with the exception of the genitive forms.

Most first-person and second-person singular personal pronouns are enclitics
(cf. Section 5.6). As you know, enclitics throw their accent back on the last syllable
of the previous word (except when standing at the beginning of a sentence). Thus,
the accent of an enclitic can be found on the previous word. For this reason,
pronouns without accents should be pronounced as if it were part of, or joined to,
the previous word.

8.1 FIRST-PERSON PRONOUN (SINGULAR AND PLURAL)

There are two sets of first-person singular pronouns in the oblique cases: an enclitic
form (e.g., �
	) and accented form (e.g., =�
�).

⊕ Sg. Pl.

N =!B (e-go) ���X� (i-mis)
G �
	, =�
� (mou, e-mou) ��@� (i-mon)
D �
�, =�
� (mi, e-mi) ��X� (i-min)
A ��, =�A (me, e-me) ���� (i-mas)

The unaccented (enclitic) forms, �
	, �
�, ��, are themost frequently occurring
forms. The accented forms, =�
�, =�
�, =�A, are employed to express emphasis.

Figure: Tripartite scene, depicting a horseman holding a whip (Apa, Taurus mountains, IKonya 139).
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8.2 SECOND-PERSON PRONOUN (SINGULAR AND PLURAL)

⊕ Sg. Pl.

N �� (si) ^��X� (i-mis)
G �
	, �
� (sou) ^�@� (i-mon)
D �
�, �
� (si) ^�X� (i-min)
A ��, �A (se) ^��� (i-mas)

As in the case of the first-person pronoun, the unaccented, enclitic forms, �
	, �
�,
��, are the most frequently occurring forms in the New Testament. The accented
forms are employed to express emphasis. (Since accents were not written in the
original documents, their addition requires an editorial decision.)

Expressing Possession

The first-person, genitive forms, �
	 (=�
�) and ��@�, often express possession and
mean “my” and “our.” Similarly, the second-person genitive forms, �
	 (�
�) and
^�@�, can express possession and mean “your” (sg.) and “your” (pl.).

As explained in Section 7.3, possession can also be expressed using the pos-
sessive adjectives, =���, =��, =��� (my), and ���, ��, ��� (your). Be careful not to
confuse the possessive adjectives, which belong to the first and second declension,
with these personal pronouns, which (as we shall see) actually belong to the third
declension (cf. Chap. 14).

8.3 THIRD-PERSON PRONOUN

The third-person pronoun is declined like the first and second declension nouns
that we studied in previous lessons. But there is one important exception. Note that
the neuter singular forms in the nominative and accusative lack a final � (�U�� not
�U���). This change can be compared with the third-person neuter pronoun,
�
��
.

Sg.
⊕ m. fm. nt.

N �U��� (af-tos) �U�� (af-ti) �U�� (af-to)
G �U�
� (af-tou) �U��� (af-tis) �U�
� (af-tou)
D �U�
 (af-to) �U�	 (af-ti) �U�
 (af-to)
A �U��� (af-ton) �U��� (af-tin) �U�� (af-to)
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Pl.
m. fm. nt.

N �U�
� (af-ti) �U��� (af-te) �U�� (af-ta)
G �U�@� (af-ton) �U�@� (af-ton) �U�@� (af-ton)
D �U�
X� (af-tis) �U��X� (af-tes) �U�
X� (af-tis)
A �U�
�� (af-tous) �U��� (af-tas) �U�� (af-ta)

■ You should parse all of the above as follows: specify the person (1, 2, 3), number
(sg., pl.) and case.

8.4 USES OF �#�"�

As you know, the Greek verb can specify the subject by its ending (e.g., <�
�;, “I
hear,” <�
�
��� “we hear,” <�
����, “you hear,” <�
����, “you [pl.] hear”). Thus, the
nominative forms of the personal pronoun are not required to express the subject
of the sentence or clause as they are in English. When these nominative personal
pronouns are used in this manner, they express emphasis or contrast.1

The genitive forms (�U�
�, �U���, �U�@�, etc.) are commonly used to express
possession, that is, “his, her, its, their” (e.g., �	 <!�0� �U�
�, “for his love”). The
genitive, dative, and accusative forms of �U��� can also be used in place of a noun
of the same case. The forms �U�
 and �U��� can function as indirect and direct
objects, respectively (“to/for him,” “him”). Of course, Greek prepositions require
specific cases, and if �U��� follows a preposition, it must take the specific case
required by it.

The third-person pronoun has a greater range of uses than those mentioned
above. These various uses can be summarized as follows:

8.4.1 Predicative Use (“Self”)

The third-person pronoun, �U���, often appears in the predicative position (and
thus is not preceded by an article). In such cases, it is used to intensify the noun
and is translated as “himself, herself, themselves,” and so on: for example, �U�_� I
<0���
�
� (“the apostle himself ”).

8.4.2 Attributive Use (“Same”)

When a form of �U��� appears in the attributive position (and thus is preceded by
an article), it is translated as “same”: for example, I �U�_� <0���
�
� (“the same
apostle”).

1 When a gen. form follows the verb <�
�;, it indicates the person or source of the sound, whereas the acc.
case denotes the object or thing that is heard. However, in Hellenistic Greek, these distinctions became
blurred.
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8.4.3 Personal Pronoun for Emphasis

The nominative forms of �U��� can be used, without a noun, to emphasize the
implied subject: for example, �U�_� !��B���� (“he himself knows”), �U�
g �A!
���
(“we ourselves say”).

8.4.4 Personal Pronoun

In the so-called oblique cases (i.e., genitive, dative, and accusative cases), a form of
�U���may stand in place of a noun: for example, �A!;�U�
 (“I say to him”),<�
�;
�U��� (“I hear her”). The genitive form, �U�
�/�U�@�, is often used to express
possession in the third person (e.g., E�!
� �U�
�, “his deed,” E�!� �U�@�, “their
works”).

8.5 THE RELATIVE PRONOUN (WHO, WHICH, WHAT)

The relative pronoun is declined like the article, except the initial taf (�) is missing.
It is the practice of editors to add rough breathing marks to the relative pronoun,
although this has no effect on their pronunciation.

Sg. Pl.
⊕ m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N h� v h 
k �k C

G 
Q w� 
Q x� x� x�

D � wr � 
y� �y� 
y�

A h� v� h 
S� C� C

Use of the Relative Pronoun

8.5.1 The relative pronoun always agrees with its antecedent in gender and num-
ber, but not case (cf. Section 8.5.2). For example, the antecedent of the relative
pronoun � would be a masculine or neuter, singular noun (or pronoun).

8.5.2 The case of the relative pronoun is often determined by its grammatical func-
tion in the clause in which it is found, and not by its antecedent. For example,
a relative pronoun would be in the nominative case when it functions as the
subject of the verb, and in the accusative case when it functions as the object
of the verb. However, this rule often does not apply to relative pronouns in the
genitive and dative cases (cf. Section 8.5.3).

8.5.3 Attraction of the Relative: When the antecedent of the relative pronoun is in
the genitive or dative case, the case of the relative pronoun is normally attracted
to the case of its antecedent. In other words, it takes on the same case as its
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antecedent, regardless of the relative pronoun’s grammatical function. For exam-
ple, if the antecedent is genitive (e.g., �A��
	) or dative (e.g., �A���), the relative
pronoun would conform to this case by becoming, respectively, genitive (
Q)
or dative (�), regardless of its function in its own clause. This phenomenon is
known as the attraction of the relative.

8.5.4 Relative pronouns are not used to express questions (e.g., who? which?).

8.6 RECIPROCAL PRONOUN $������ (m., fm., nt.)

The reciprocal pronoun <����;� is employed to express an action that reciprocates
between two or more people. This pronoun never occurs in the nominative case.
Therefore, it is cited in lexica and the vocabulary list in the genitive plural form.

G <����;� (a-li-lon) “of one another”
D <����
�� (a-li-lis) “to/for one another”
A <����
	� (a-li-lous) “one another”

8.7 REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS

The reflexive pronoun is a combination of the personal pronoun with “self ” added
(e.g., himself, herself, themselves). They are formed by adding a prefix (=�-, ��-, or
=-) to the various forms of �U���.

8.7.1 Reflexive pronouns do not possess nominative forms because they specify a
verbal action that refers back to the subject: for example, ��A0; =��	��� (“I see
myself ”). Therefore, they are listed in lexica in their genitive singular forms.

8.7.2The plural forms of the first-, second-, and third-person reflexive pronouns are
identical. Because the forms are identical, onemust rely on context to determine
their meanings.

First-Person Relexive Pronoun (“myself, ourselves”)

Sg. Pl.
m. fm. m. f.

G =��	�
� =��	��� W�	�@� W�	�@�

D =��	�
 =��	�	 W�	�
X� W�	��X�

A =��	��� =��	��� W�	�
�� W�	���
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Second-Person Relexive Pronoun (“youself, yourselves”)

Sg. Pl.
m. fm. m. f.

G ���	�
� ���	��� W�	�@� W�	�@�

D ���	�
 ���	�	 W�	�
X� W�	��X�

A ���	��� ���	��� W�	�
�� W�	���

hird-Person Relexive Pronoun (“himself, herself, itself, themselves”)

Sg. Pl.
m. fm. nt. m. f. nt.

G W�	�
� W�	��� W�	�
� W�	�@� W�	�@� W�	�@�

D W�	�
 W�	�	 W�	�
 W�	�
X� W�	��X� W�	�
X�

A W�	��� W�	��� W�	�� W�	�
�� W�	��� W�	��

Note:

■ Note the lack of a final � in the nt. acc. forms of W�	�� (cf. <	��, �
��
).
■ The genitive forms, W�	�
�, W�	���, and W�	�
�, are sometimes used in the

place of �U�
�, �U���, �U�
�, to express possession in the third person.

8.8 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. C!�
�, -�, -
� (a-yi-os, -�, -
�), set apart for God, consecrated, holy; 
V C!�
�,
(God’s) consecrated people, ‘saints’; �_ C!�
� 0�����, the Holy Spirit

2. <���@� (a-li-thos), truly (adv.) (cf. <������, <�������, -�, -��)
3. D� (an), particle indicating contingency, uncertainty, possibility (do not trans-

late)
4. !��B��; (yi-no-sko), I know2

5. ��A��, � (i-me-ra), day3

6. �����������, I (is-ra-i-li-tis), Israelite (m. first declension noun)
7. h� (os), v(i), h(o), who, which, what (relative pronoun); “who” should be used

when the antecedent refers to a person, and “which” should be used when the
antecedent refers to a thing, regardless of the gender of the relative pronoun

2 We will study the future form of this verb in Sections 10.4.2; 11.6 (Box 1).
3 In MGr, the greeting �����A��means “good day” or “good morning.”
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8. 0�����, �� (pnev-ma), a wind, breath, human spirit, one’s inner self (as part of
one’s psychological domain, cf. Section 18.9); a ghost, Spirit/breath (of God)4

(cf. pneumonia, pneumatology)
9. 0
� (pou), interrogative adv. where? at/to what place? (cf. non-interrogative

h0
	)
10. l��, � (o-ra), moment, hour of the day, a short indefinite period of time

Pronouns

11. <����;� (al-li-lon), one another, each other (reciprocal pronoun); this word
never appears in the nom. case, or in the singular. It only occurs in the plural
form and thus is listed in lexica in the gen. pl. form; similarly, =��	�
�, W�	�
�,
and ���	�
� never occur in the nom. case (see below).

12. �U���, -�, -� (af-tos, af-ti, af-to), he, she, it, etc.; himself, herself, itself, etc.
(intensive); same (attributive position)

13. W�	�
�, -��, -
�, (e-af-tou, e-af-tis, e-af-tou) himself, herself, itself (reflexive
pronoun); his, hers, etc. (possessive pronoun)

14. =��	�
�, -�� (e-maf-tou, -tis), myself, my own
15. ���	�
�, -�� (se-af-tou, -tis), yourself
16. �� (si), you (sg.)
17. ���X� (i-mis), we
18. ^��X� (i-mis), you (pl.)5

Prepositions

19. <0�, <0K, <
K (a-po, ap, af), (w. gen.) from, away from; <0� becomes <0Kwhen
followed by a word beginning with a vowel, and <
K when followed by a word
beginning with a vowel carrying a rough breathing.

20. =0�, W0K/=
K (e-pi, ep, ef), (1) (w. gen.) on, upon; (2) (w. dat.) on, on the basis of;
(3) (w. acc.) on, around.6

21. 0�� (pro) (with gen.), before (a time or place)
22. ^0�, ^0K, ^
 K (i-po, ip, if), (1) (with gen.), by (with passive verbs, expressing

agency); (2) (with acc.), under, below (cf. hypodermic, lit. “under the skin”).7

4 We will learn the declension for this word in Section 15.1.
5 I.e., pronounced the same as ���X�.
6 =0� becomes =0K when followed by a word beginning with a vowel carrying a smooth breathing, and =
K

when followed by a word beginning with a vowel carrying a rough breathing. =0� with the genitive can
also mean “in the time of.”

7 ^0� becomes ^0K when followed by a word beginning with a vowel, and ^
K when followed by a word
beginning with a vowel carrying a rough breathing.
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9.

First Aorist Active

Indicative

T
he simple past tense in Greek is termed the aorist tense. The term “aorist” is
derived from the Greek adjective <�����
�, meaning “without boundaries”
or “unbounded.” In other words, the aorist tense describes a past action,

without further definition or qualification.
The aorist tense is formed in two different ways. These two ways are called,

respectively, the irst aorist and the second aorist.1 These two aorist forms are trans-
lated the same way. They are simply two different ways of forming a past tense,
namely a regular way and an irregular way. As an analogy, compare the formation
of past tenses in English. The regular way of forming a past tense is to add the suffix
“–ed” to the verb stem:

watch → watched
walk → walked

The irregular way of forming an English past tense involves a minor, or major, stem
change:

eat → ate
goes → went

The regular past tense in English corresponds to the Greek irst aorist, while the
irregular past tense in English is comparable to the Greek second aorist.2

Most Greek verbs form either a first aorist or a second aorist past tense, but not
both. Therefore, one of your tasks will be to become familiar with the particularities

1 Some grammars use the terms weak aorist (= first aorist) and strong aorist (= second aorist).
2 We will deal with the second aorist in Chapter 10.

Figure: Relief of figure of a man, recumbent on a couch, with his wife and son (ancient Tyriaion, central
Turkey, IKonya 144).
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of frequently occurring Greek verbs. Whether a given verb forms a first aorist or a
second aorist must be memorized on a verb-by-verb basis.

9.1 THE “ASPECT” OF THE AORIST

As previously noted, the term “aspect” refers to the kind of action depicted by the
verb. Of course, the consideration of the aspect of a given verb should never be
separated from the specific context in which it appears. This being said, each tense
has its own particular aspect associated with it.

The aspect of the aorist tense is aoristic. It expresses the simple (or summary)
occurrence of a verbal action. The term “aoristic” means that the verbal action is
presented as a completed and undifferentiated process. Thus, the aorist tense is
often used when the specification of other more descriptive aspects is not required.

In the indicative mood, the aorist tense almost always expresses an action that
takes place in the past. Thus, the aorist tense is often used in the gospel narratives:
for example, “Jesus said,” “they went,” “he taught,” and so on. In each case, the
nature of the verbal action is undefined (e.g., whether the action is progressive, pun-
tiliar, repetitive, etc.) and is simply portrayed as a completed action.

9.2 FORMATION OF THE FIRST AORIST ACTIVE TENSE

To form the irst aorist active tense, observe the following steps:

1. Isolate the verb stem by removing -; from the lexical form (e.g., ��; → �	-).
2. If the stem begins with a consonant, add a syllabic augment � to the beginning

of the stem (= + �	 → =�	-).3 This � augment is an indicator of past time (in
the indicative mood). If the stem begins with a vowel, an augment is not added.
Instead, the initial vowel is lengthened as follows:4

� → � 
 → ;

� → � 	 → 	

� → � ; → ;

� → �5 (sometimes ��)

For example, the verb <�
�-; (I hear) would become s�
	-. Obviously,
in the case of � and ;, no lengthening occurs because they are naturally
long.

3 This is termed a syllabic augment because the prefixed � adds a syllable.
4 Technically speaking, this lengthening is a temporal augment, because the time required to pronounce

the initial syllable is increased when the vowel is lengthened.
5 E.g., T�7�; → >�7	��.
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If the verb begins with a double vowel, whose second vowel is �, the first
vowel is usually lengthened and the � is written subscript under the lengthened
vowel. If the second vowel is 	, the first vowel is lengthened:

�� → � �	 → �	

�� → � �	 → �	


� → �

The double vowels 
� and �	 do not always lengthen. They sometimes
remain the same (e.g., 
T�
�
�A; → 
T�
������� [Acts 7:47]; �U�
�A; →

�U������� [Luke 12:32], �U�
!A; → �U��!���� [Heb 7:6]) as they often do
in MGr.

3. Attach the first aorist tense formative -�� and the secondary endings. Past tenses
(in the indicativemood) take secondary endings. The secondary active endings
are as follows:

Singular Plural
1 -� -���
2 -� -��
3 - -�

As applied to the first aorist, there is only one unexpected change: In the first-
person singular, no ending is used.6

Sg.
1 -�� no ending used
2 -�� + � > -���
3 -�� > -��(�) no ending is added, but � (of ��) changes to �

and a movable � is sometimes added

Pl.
1 -�� + ��� > -�����
2 -�� + �� > -����
3 -�� + � > -���

Now let us look at an example. To form the first aorist of ��;, one must add an
augment to the verb stem (=�	-), and the first aorist tense formative (=�	��-), and
then the personal endings, as follows:

First Aorist Active Indicative of ��;

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 E�	�� (e-li-sa) [I untied] =������� (e-li-sa-men) [we untied]
2 E�	��� (e-li-sas) [you untied] =������ (e-li-sa-te) [you (pl.) untied]
3 E�	��(�) (e-li-se[n]) [he/she/it untied] E�	��� (e-li-san) [they untied]

6 According to Smyth, -� was originally -�. After the consonant �, it became �. Hence E�	�� (fr. =����)
(Smyth, 464a, cf. 20b, 35c).
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As you know, the accent of verbs in the indicative mood is recessive, meaning it
is placed as far back from the end of the word (i.e., to the left) as the general rules
permit. The � of the first aorist tense formative is always short, as is the � in the
ultimas of the third sg. and first and second pl. Therefore, the antepenult is accented
throughout the example above.

9.3 AUGMENTING AND ACCENTING COMPOUND VERBS

A compound verb has a prepositional prefix attached to the verb stem. For example,
<0
��A��; and <0
���0; both have a prefixed <0�, and =�����; and =����A;

have a prefixed =�, and �T�A�7
��� and �T���A7; have a prefixed �T�. In the Hel-
lenistic period, it was common practice to add one, two, or sometimes even three
prepositions, to the beginning of a verb to create verbs with greater specificity.

When adding the past-tense augment (�) to such compound verbs, the augment
is inserted ater the preposition (and immediately before the verb stem), and the
final vowel of the preposition is deleted.7 For example:

<0
��; → <0A�	��

A few of these prepositional prefixes undergo a change when the augment is added.
For example:

=� + � → =-�-
���� + � → ����- (not consistent)8

Accenting Compound Verbs: An accent cannot precede the augment. Therefore,
compound verbs are never accented on the prepositional prefix.

9.4 THE FIRST AORIST OF CONTRACT VERBS

As in the case of the future tense, the aorist tense of contract verbs is easy to form
because there are no vocalic contractions. To form the first aorist of a contract verb,
simply observe the following steps:

1. Add the augment or lengthen the initial vowel (as above).
2. Lengthen the inal stem vowel of the verb stem (� → �, � → �, 
 → ;).

7 There are exceptions to this rule: e.g., the verb 0�

����; forms its aorist as =0�

���	��, not – as one
would have expected – as 0��
���	��.

8 E.g., ���A�����.
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3. Add the usual first aorist endings. This can be illustrated using the verbs 0
�@
(-A;), <!�0@ (-�;), and 0���@ (-�;):

= + 0
�� → =0
��- + �� = =0
���� (e-pi-i-sa) [I did/made]
<!�0� → s!�0�- + �� = s!�0��� (i-ga-pi-sa) [I loved]
= + 0���
 → =0���;- + �� = =0���;�� (e-pli-ro-sa) [I filled/fulfilled]

Figure 9.1. Figure of a woman, with lentoid eyes, with carvedmirror to the lef (IKonya 172).

9.5 FIRST AORIST STEMS OF VERBS ENDING IN LIQUID
CONSONANTS

As you know, some verb stems end in the so-called liquid consonants, �, �, �, and �.
As in the case of the future tense, these liquid consonants cannot be followed by �.
This creates a problem because -�� is the tense formative of the first aorist tense.
For this reason, when a verb stem ends in either �, �, �, or �, only -� (not -��) is
added. For example, the first aorist of the verb =!���; (I raise) is formed as follows:

=!���- → b!��� + � → b!���� (I raised)

To compensate for the lack of �, the aorist verb stem will often change in some
way. For example, the previous vowel in the stemmay lengthen into a double vowel
(e.g., �A�; → E�����). This phenomenon is termed “compensatory lengthening.”
Here is the first aorist paradigm of �A�;, a liquid verb:

First Aorist Active Indicative of �A�; (“I remain”)

Sg. Pl.

1 E����� (e-mi-na) =�������� (e-mi-na-men)

2 E������ (e-mi-nas) =������� (e-mi-na-te)
3 E�����(�) (e-mi-ne[n]) E������ (e-mi-nan)
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Sometimes, other changes will also take place. As in the case of the future tense,
some verbs will not only lengthen the previous vowel but also change the present
stem to differentiate it from the aorist stem. For example, some verbs double the
final consonant of the present verb stem:

Present First Aorist Future

<0
��A��; (a-po-stel-lo) <0A������ (a-pe-sti-la) <0
����@ (a-po-ste-lo)
(I am sending) (I sent) (I will send)

In this case, the real stem of <0
��A��; is <0
��A�- (which is preserved in the
future form).

Some verbs add a vowel such as iota (�) to the present stem. In the case of the
verb�>�;, the real stem is��-, which is preserved in the first aorist and future forms
(in the first aor. form, the intial � has been lengthend to �):

Present 1 Aorist Future

�>�; (e-ro) b�� (i-ra) <�@

(I am taking) (I took) (I will take)

9.6 FIRST AORIST FORMS OF VERBS ENDING IN LABIALS,
VELARS, AND DENTALS

You have already been introduced to labial, velar, and dental consonants:

unvoiced stops voiced fricatives unvoiced fricatives

labial 0 � 


velar � ! 7

dental � � �

What we observed in the case of the formation of the future tense is also true of
the first aorist: The addition of -�� (the first aorist tense formative) to verbal stems
ending in labials, velars, and dentals produces predictable morphological changes
(cf. Section 3.11). These changes can be summarized as follows:

0, �, 
 + �� = 9�

�, !, 7 + �� = -�

�, �, �, % + �� = ��

Here are some examples. When the labial consonants, 0, �, 
, combine with
the � of the first aorist -�� tense formative, they form the consonantal blend 9. For
example, in the case of ��A0; and !��
;:

���0- → = + ���0 + �� E���9� (e-vle-psa) [I saw]
!��
- → = + !��
 + �� E!��9� (e-gra-psa) [I wrote]
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When the velar consonants, �, !, 7, combine with �, they form the consonan-
tal blend -. Take, for example, ^0��7;, which in the third-person singular means
“there is.”

^0��7- → ^0 + ��7 + �� ^0��-� (ip-ir-kse) [there was]

When a dental consonant (�, �, �, and %) comes up against �, the dental
drops out.9 For example, in the case of ��0��%;, ��%;, and �
-�%;, the fol-
lowing changes occur. Bear in mind that verbs whose present stem ends in -�%
or -�% have a final dental (or occasionally a velar) concealed in the verbal root.
Thus, in the case of ��0��%; and �
-�%;, the roots are actually

√
��0��� and

�
-��- :

��0��% = + ��0��� + �� =��0���� (e-va-pti-sa) [I baptized]
�
-�� = + �
-�� + �� =��-��� (e- dho-ksa-sa) [I honored/praised]
��%- = + ��% + �� E�;�� (e-so-sa)10 [I saved]

9.7 PARADIGM OF 
% � (“I KNOW”)

This verb 
R�� (i-dha) is an unusual verb. Its grammatical form is perfect in tense.
But, in terms of meaning, 
R�� is translated as if it were a present-tense verb, mean-
ing “I know” (not “I have known”). You have not learned the perfect endings yet,
but in most cases, they are identical to the first aorist active endings above (except
without the �). The paradigm for 
R�� is as follows:

Perfect Active Indicative of 
R��
⊕ Sg. Perfect

1 
R�� (i-dha) (I know)
2 
R��� (i-dhas) (you know)
3 
R��(�) (i-dhe[n]) (he/she/it knows)

Pl.

1 
>����� (i-dha-men) (we know)
2 
>���� (i-dha-te) (you [pl.] know)
3 
>����(�) (i-dha-si[n]) (they know)

9 The longer explanation for this phenomenon is as follows: The dental actually assimilates to �, and the
resulting �� reduces to �. Not every instance of �� in the GNT does not assimilate to � owing to Attic
influences.

10 This verb can have the stem �;- and �;�- .
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9.8 THE USE OF 
# AND 
� IN QUESTIONS

Questions expecting the answer “yes” are negated with 
U, 
U�, or 
U7 (and some-
times 
U7�). For example:

.U7 
Q��� =���� ����
�� I 	V_� ��;��], 
Q ���X� 
>����� �_� 0��A�� ��g

��� ���A�� (John 6:42)
“Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?”
(expected answer: “yes, of course it is!”)

Questions expecting the answer “no” are negated with ��. For example:

*� ��g ^��X� �A���� ^0�!��� (John 6:67)
“Surely you don’t also want to go, do you?
(expected answer: “No, of course not!”)

9.9 OBJECTIVE GENITIVE AND SUBJECTIVE GENITIVE

Two very important uses of the genitive case are known as the objective and subjec-
tive genitive.

9.9.1 Subjective Genitive

This use of the genitive case can be explained as follows. As an example, we will use
the phrase “comfort of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:31). First, imagine the non-genitive
noun as a verbal idea. In our example, “comfort” implies the verbal idea of “comfort-
ing.” If, the genitive termwould better serve as the subject of the verbal action, in the
sense of initiating this verbal action, then the genitive term is a subjective genitive.
Thus, “comforting of the Holy Spirit” implies the comfort given by the Holy Spirit.
Thus, “of the Holy Spirit” is a subjective genitive.

Similarly, in the expression, “the love of Christ” (Rom8:35), the genitive term “of
Christ” initiates the action of “love”; hence itmeans “Christ’s love (for us),” not “love
for Christ” (at least in the context of Rom 8:30–31). Here are some more examples:

“bond of peace” (Eph 4:3) → “bond produced by peace”
“labour of love and endurance of hope” (1 Thess 1:3) → “labour produced
by love and endurance produced by hope”

9.9.2 Objective Genitive

The objective genitive can be explained as follows. As an example, we will use the
phrase “blasphemy of the Spirit” (Matt 12:31). Once again, imagine the non-genitive
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noun as a verbal idea. In this example, “blasphemy” implies the verbal idea of “blas-
pheming.”

Next, think of the noun in the genitive as the recipient (direct object) of this
verbal action, or that this verbal action is directed toward the term in the genitive.
In our example, “of the Spirit” implies blasphemy, which is “directed toward the
Spirit.” Thus, “of the Holy Spirit” is an objective genitive.

Similarly, in the phrase “fear of the Romans” (�_� 
��
� �@� F1;��X;�), “fear”
implies the action of “fearing” that is “directed toward the Romans,” who are the
feared object. Here are some other examples:

“zeal of God” (Rom 10:2) → “being zealous for God”
“witness of the Messiah” (1 Cor 1:6) → “witnessing that is directed toward
the Messiah”

Sometimes it is difficult to decide between the objective and subjective genitive.
For example,�<!�0� �
� ��
� could be either a subjective genitive (God’s love [for
us]) or an objective genitive ([our] love for God).

■ Note: The simple genitive of possession is distinct from the subjective
genitive because that which is possessed does not involve a verbal idea
or action.

9.10 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. �>�; (e-ro), I take, take up, take away; fut. <�@, 1 aor. u�� (� has been added
to the present stem; the real stem is ��-)

2. !��
�, I (ga-mos), wedding, wedding banquet
3. a;� (e-os), (1) conj. until (with any tense), while (with pres. ind. only); (2) prep.

(with gen.) to, until, as far as
4. !	��, � (yi-ni), voc. sg. !����(yi-ne), woman, wife (not first declension)11

5. ����
�
�, I (dhi-a-ko-nos), household steward, assistant, waiter, deacon, ser-
vant (cf. Section 21.6)

6. %��
�, I (zi-los), zeal, jealousy (cf. English “zealot”)
7. b�� (i- dhi), already, now
8. v�; (i-ko), I have come, I am present; fut. s-;, 1 aor. w-�
9. V����, �� (i-e-ron), temple, temple precincts
10. ����, I (na-os), inner part of temple, including the Jewish temple
11. �����, -�, -�� (ka-los, -i, -on), good, useful, fine (cf. “caligraphy”)

11 This is a third declension word (cf. Chapter 14).
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12. �� (mi), not (often used with non-indicative verbs; cf. 
U); also used to negate
questions expecting the answer “no” (cf. Section 9.8)

13. ������, -�, -�� (ne-kros, -i, -on), dead, lifeless; pl. 
V ����
�, the dead (cf. “necro-
sis, necrotic”; the term “necropolis” [����� + 0����] is literally a “city of the
dead,” that is, a cemetery).

14. ��� (nin), now, at the present time
15. 
R�� (i-dha), I know, understand, perceive (this verb is perfect in tense, but

should be translated in the present tense); fut. �T���;
16. 
R�
�, I (i-kos), house, household (cf. Section 21.6) (cf. “economy”)
17. 
T���, � (i-ki-a), house, household (cf. Section 21.6)
18. 
R�
�, I (i-nos), wine (cf. “oinophile,” meaning “wine lover”)
19. 
S�;, 
S�;� (ou-to, ou-tos), 1) (as adv.) thus, so, in this way; 2) (as adj.) such;

3) as follows
20. h��� (o-tan), when, whenever (combination of h�� + D�)
21. 
d0; (ou-po), not yet
22. 0��7�, �� (pas-kha), the Passover (festival), Passover meal (indeclinable)
23. 0���� (po-then), from where? where? (interrogative adv.)12

24. ����X
�, �� (si-mi-on), a sign or distinguishing mark, a portent (cf. “semi-
ology,” the study of signs) (John 1:19–12:20 is known as the “book of signs
[����X�]”)

25. ����
�, -�, -
� (tri-tos, -i, -on), third (cf. “tripod”, “Trinity”)

Box 1. Some Unexpected First Aorists Forms of Previously
Learned Verbs

■ �A�;, s�A���� (i-�e-li-sa): the original root of this verb is
√
�����-. This root

shows up in the first aorist form but it is abbreviated to ���- in the present
form.

■ ���; (-A;), =������ (e-ka-le-sa) (remember the final � of the root does not
lengthen)

12 The termination -��� signifies “movement away from.”
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10.

Verbal Roots,

Principal Parts, and

Second Aorist Active

Indicative

10.1 VERBAL ROOTS

All languages have unexpected or irregular features, and Greek is no exception. For
example, the stems of some Greek verbs undergo changes when forming different
tenses. In order to deal with this phenomenon, it is important to understand the
difference between verbal stems and roots.

The verbal root represents the original stock of a verb, from which most of its
forms developed. In other words, a root is the most basic form of a verb. In this
textbook, we will indicate these verbal roots with the symbol

√
. For example, the

root of ��; is
√
�	.

The term “stem” refers to the basic form of a verb in a particular tense. In some
cases, a verb’s root and stem are identical. In other cases, the stem of a verb may be
slightly different from the root. For example, the stem of ��0��%; (“I baptize”) is
��0��%-, but its root is actually

√
��0���-.1 Similarly, the root of �>�; is

√
��.2

In some instances, one root will be substituted for an entirely different root in the
paradigm of the same verb. Consider the following examples of root substitutions
in forming the future tense:

Lexical Form Present Root Future Root Future Indicative

�A!; (I say)
√
��!

√
��3 =�@4 (I will say)

I�@ (-�;) (I see)
√

��5

√

0 ?9
��� (I will see)

1 Verbs whose present stem ends in -�% or -�% have a concealed final dental or velar ! in the stem.
2 Some present-tense stems add an iota to the root (

√
�� → �>�-).

3 Actually
√

F��. Though the ancient Greek letter digamma F died out long before the Hellenistic age, a
‘phantom’ digamma continues to influence some forms of the words which originally included it.

4 Position of the accent tells us it behaves like a contract verb, =�A;.
5 Actually

√

F
��.

Figure:Marble circular base with funerary inscription of ‘Mussidius Fronto’ (IKonya 69).

93

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:45:25 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.012

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



94 New Testament Greek

10.2 UNDERSTANDING PRINCIPAL PARTS

Some Greek verbs have irregular forms in their various tenses. In many instances,
these changes cannot be predicted. Moreover, Greek lexica do not list all the irregu-
lar forms separately. For example, to translate =�@ or ?9
��� in the GNT, you must
look up �A!; and I�@ (-�;), respectively, in a lexicon. How, then, can one keep
track of these many stem changes and root substitutions?

The solution to this problem lies in becoming familiar with the principal parts
of irregular verbs. Principal parts are really summaries of the stems of a verb in
its various tenses. If you know a verb’s principal parts, then you should be able to
predict all forms of that verb, throughout all of its tenses, voices, and moods.

To help you with this, this book provides a table of the principal parts of
some of the most common irregular verbs (see Appendix 1). Theoretically, every
verb can have as many as six principal parts, though in practice many verbs have
fewer.

Though the verb ��; is not irregular, it is used here by way of illustration. Its
six principal parts are as follows:

1 2 3 4 5 6
��; ���; E�	�� �A�	�� �A�	��� =�����

By convention, these six prinicipal parts represent the following tenses and voices
of the indicative form of the verb:

1. present, active ormiddle
2. future, active ormiddle
3. first aorist or second aorist, active ormiddle
4. perfect active
5. perfect, middle or passive
6. first or second aorist passive

From these six principal parts, the following additional tenses are formed:

1. → present passive, imperfect active, middle or passive
2. —
3. —
4. → pluperfect active
5. → pluperfect, middle or passive
6. → future passive
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Note that the aorist passive and future passive are formed using the sixth prin-
cipal part. This will allow you to distinguish easily between the middle and passive
forms of this verb in these two tenses.

10.3 SECOND AORIST ACTIVE INDICATIVE

As explained in Chapter 9, the second aorist is an irregular way of forming a past
tense. The aspect of the second aorist is the same as the first aorist, namely aoristic.

The second aorist always involves a stem change. This might involve a minor
change (comparable in English to “he sings” → “he sang”), or it might involve a
total stem change (comparable in English to “he goes” → “he went”).

If you do not know the stem of the aorist active form of a verb, you can find it by
consulting a table of principal parts or the lexical entry of the verb. The aorist active
form can be found in the third column of a table of principal parts. In a lexicon, the
first-person singular first aorist stem will end in -�� (-9�, --�, or -� in the case
of liquid verbs), and end in -
�, in the case of second aorist verbs (e.g., �A!; →

�R0
�).
Forming the second aorist active tense:

1. If the stem begins with a consonant, add the syllabic augment � to the second
aorist stem, according to the same rules you learned for the first aorist. If the
stem begins with a vowel, lengthen the vowel (i.e., temporal augment), as you
would for a first aorist verb.

2. Add the following secondary personal endings, which use 
 or � as connecting
vowels.

Sg. Pl.

1 -
� -
���
2 -�� -���
3 -�(�) -
�

We will use �A!; (“I say”) as an example. The third principal part of �A!; is
�R0
�. Thus, the verbal root has changed from

√
��!→

√
��0 (actually

√
F��0).

6

The second aorist active indicative paradigm of �R0
� is as follows (i.e., augment +

second aorist stem + 
/� + secondary active endings):

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 �R0
� (I said) �>0
��� (we said)
2 �R0�� (you said) �>0��� (you [pl.] said)
3 �R0�(�) (he/she/it said) �R0
� (they said)

6 �� does not lengthen to � in aorist tense because the original stem began with a digamma consonant (F).
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Note the following:

■ The second aorist does not employ -�� as a tense formative.
■ The first-person singular and third-person plural have identical forms. They

can only be distinguished on the basis of context.
■ The third-person singular has no ending but only the connecting vowel -�. It

may be followed by a movable �.

10.4 SECOND AORIST FORMS OF &�� AND ���'(��

10.4.1As you will recall, the root of E7; (“I have”) is not
√
�7-, but

√
��7 or

√
�7.7

This
√
�7 root reappears in the second aorist form of E7;, which is E�7
�.

1 E�7
� E�7
���

2 E�7�� E�7���

3 E�7�(�) E�7
�

10.4.2 The root of !��B��; is actually
√
!�
, whose final vowel often lengthens to√

!�;. In Attic Greek, the initial consonant is reduplicated (!�; → !�!�;-).
In otherwords, the lexical formused to be!�!�B��;. By theHellenistic period,
the second ! dropped out, leaving !��B��;.8 Thus, the original present stem
of this verb, !�!�B��;, has a reduplicated initial consonant and -�� added to
the root, which is

√
!�
/!�;.

In the second aorist, this verb is athematic. In other words, no connecting
vowel (
/�) is used to connect the personal endings to the verb stem. The sec-
ond aorist forms are created by adding the secondary endings directly to the
augmented second aorist stem =!�;-,without a connecting vowel.9 In the third-
person plural, -���, taken from the first aorist ending, is used as an ending
instead of -
�. Here is the second aorist paradigm of !��B��;:

Singular

1 E+ !�; + � → E!�;� (I knew)
2 E+ !�; + � → E!�;� (you knew)
3 E+ !�; → E!�;10 (he/she/it knew)

Plural

1 E+ !�; + ��� → E!�;��� (we knew)
2 E+ !�; + �� → E!�;�� (you [pl.] knew)
3 E+ !�; + ��� → E!�;���11 (they knew)

7
√
�7 is possibly a result of vowel gradation or syncope (Smyth 493).

8 Cf. Attic verb !�!�
���, which becomes !��
��� in the GNT.
9 Although some authors argue that these athematic (or root) aorists should form a third group of aorists,
owing to the lack of a connection vowel.

10 I.e., no ending; do not confuse with first singular of present indicative.
11 The expected form, E!�;�, never occurs in the GNT.
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10.5 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. D!; (a-go), I lead, bring, go; fut. D-;; the second aorist form is b!�!
� (The
stem of D!; is �!-. In the second aorist, it has undergone a reduplication to
form �!�!-, which becomes �!�!- when augmented.)

2. ^0�!; (ip-a-go), I go away, depart to (this is a prefixed form of the verb D!;;
as such, it has the same basic principal parts)

3. �TB��
�, -
� (e-o-ni-os, -on), eternal (of quality), unending, everlasting (adj. of
two terminations) 12

4. D�;��� (a-no-then), (with gen.) from above; again
5. <0
��A��; (a-po-stel-lo), I send; fut. <0
����@, 1 aor. <0A������ (cf.

<0���
�
�)13

6. ��������, � (va-si-li-a), a kingdom, an empire (cf. “basilica”)
7. !��
�, � (gra-i), scripture, a passage of scripture (sg.), the Hebrew Scriptures

(pl.)
8. ��X (dhi) (followed by acc.), an impersonal verb meaning “it is necessary”; for

example, ��X ��means “it is necessary for me,” or “I must”
9. ������
�, -�, -
� (dhef-te-ros, -�, -
�), second (cf. 0�@�
�, -�, -
�/����
�, -�,

-
�)
10. =�� (e-an), (a contraction of �T and D�), if, even if (takes subjunctive mood);

sometimes =�� simply has the same meaning as D�
11. =L� �� (e-anmi) unless, except (often followed by the subjunctive mood)
12. W
���, � (e-or-ti), a (religious) festival, feast
13. ����; (kri-no), I judge, decide, determine; fut. ����@, 1 aor. E�����
14. ������, � (kri-sis),14 judgment, condemnation (cf. “crisis”)15

15. ������; (lam-va-no), I take, take hold of, receive; fut. ���9
���, 2 aor. E���
�
16. 0���; (pi-tho), I persuade, convince; fut. 0���;, 1 aor. E0����
17. 0�0�; (pi-pto), I fall, fall down; second aor. E0��
� (the fut. form will be

learned in Chapter 11)
18. 0�@ (-A;) (pno), I blow (of wind); first aor. E0��	��16

19. 0@� (pos), how? in what way? (interrogative particle)

12 I.e., feminine forms have the same endings as the masculine forms.
13 Remember that the stem is actually <0
����- . A second � has been added to the present stem, and the

first aorist stem has undergone compensatory lengthening of the stem vowel.
14 This is a third declension noun, whose declension we will learn in Chapter 14.
15 Barth famously developed ������ theology in his commentary of Paul’s Letter to the Romans (Der

Römerbrief). In this book he announced a “krisis of knowledge” (Rom 9:30–10:3), a “krisis of human
freedom” (14:1–15:13), and the arrival of a crisis in time, which he termed a “zero hour” (Stunde Null),
in which one experiences “abandonment and doubt and uncertainty (Barth, Church Dogmatics: IV. he
Doctrine of Reconciliation, 2nd ed. [London/New York: T. & T. Clark International, 1956], 431).

16 The root of 0�A; is 0��F, which results in uncontracted plural endings 0�A
��� and 0�A
	��. 0�A;
belongs to the same group of verbs as0�@ (-A;) (“I sail”), whose stem also originally ended in a digamma
(0��F). Consequently, � + ;/
/
	 generally does not contract in 1st sg. and pl. in the pres. and impf. ind.
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20. 
A�; (fe-ro), I bring, carry; fut. 
>�;; the aorist function of this verb has been
taken over by b���!�� (i-neng-ga),17 the unaugmented stem of which is =��!�-.

Second Aorist Forms of Previously Learned Verbs

■ !��B��; → E!�;�
■ �^����; → �Q�
� (no lengthening of initial vowel)
■ E7;, E�7
�
■ �A!;, the aorist function has been taken over by �R0
�: sometimes this verb

takes first aorist endings (�R0�, �R0��, �R0��).
■ I��;, the aorist function has been taken over by �R�
�; sometimes this verb

takes first aor. endings (�>�����, �>����, �R���).

17 Outside of GNT, also appears as b��!�
�.
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11.

Present Middle and

Passive Indicative,

Future Middle

Indicative, and

Future Indicative of

the Verb “to be”

11.1 THE MEANING OF THE PASSIVE VOICE

In the active voice, the subject of the verb performs an action on an object (e.g., “he
finds the book”). The passive voice is essentially the opposite of the active voice:
namely, the subject is the recipient of the action of the verb (e.g., “he is found”).

When the passive voice is employed, the preposition ^0� (followed by the gen-
itive case) is frequently employed to indicate the agency “by whom” or “by which”
the action is accomplished: for example, “the word was spoken by the Lord (^0_
�	��
	).” Thus, the presence of ^0� can help you identify the use of the passive
voice.

11.2 THE MIDDLE VOICE

In addition to the active and passive voices, Greek has a so-called middle voice. In
Attic Greek (fifth to fourth centuries BC), the middle voice had a variety of special
meanings. The most common of these meanings was that of doing something for
oneself, or with some kind of self-interest. For example:

Active Voice Middle Voice


A�; (I bring) 
A�
��� (I bring for myself, i.e., I win)
������; (I teach) ������
��� �_� 	V�� (I have my son taught)

Figure: Relief of husband and wife, with a mattock and sickle pictured to the left, and two household objects
pictured to the right (IKonya 168).
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By the Hellenistic period, the function of the middle voice had more or less fallen
into disuse. Consequently, the distinction between the active and middle had
become quite blurred by the time the NewTestament was being written. Comment-
ing on this phenomenon, C. F. D. Moule remarks:

The fact remains that the distinction [between the active andmiddle voice]
has become blurred by the N.T. period, and, as a rule, it is far from easy to
come down from the fence with much decisiveness on either side in an
exegetical problem if it depends on the voice.1

This being said, there are certainly examples of the continuing use of the middle
voice in the GNT such as the following:

Active Middle

<0���	�� I ruin, destroy <0���	��� I perish, am ruined
=���; I dress, clothe =���
��� I put on, wear
=-���@ (-A;) I take out, tear out =-���
���� I rescue, deliver, save
=-
�
�
!@ (-A;) I agree =-
�
�
!
���� I confess, acknowledge
���������� I put in another place ����������� I change my mind, turn away

Nevertheless, in mainstream Hellenistic Greek and non-literary Greek, the force of
the middle voice was used with decreasing frequency over time because this voice
was becoming “lexicalized.” In other words, when an author wanted to express
an active voice, he would often choose one particular verb. When he wanted to
express involvement, or reflexivity, he would choose a diferent verb. This is a com-
plicated topic. But for the present, let us follow this simple guideline: In the major-
ity of cases, the middle voice of thematic verbs should be translated as an active
voice.2

11.3 DEPONENT VERBS

A deponent verb is a verb that is middle or passive in form but active in function. A
verb can be completely deponent (i.e., middle or passive in all its parts) or partially
deponent (i.e., middle or passive in only one or more of its principal parts). The

1 C. F. D. Moule, An Idiom Book of the New Testament Greek (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1953), 24.

2 Over the last decade, the function of the middle voice in the GNT has become one of the more contested
features of language. For the present, suffice to say that, from an exegetical perspective, one should never
appeal to the force of a middle voice on the basis of morphology alone. There must be other contextual
indicators before one can claim that a middle sense is intended.
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Present Middle and Passive Indicative, Future Middle Indicative 101

term “deponent” describes the function of a word, not its form. For this reason,
the term “deponent” should not be used when parsing verbs because parsing is an
analysis ofmorphology (i.e., form), not function. When parsing, never use the term
“deponent.” Instead, use the terms “middle” or “passive.”

When parsing deponent verbs, never parse a verb as “middle or passive” or as
“middle/passive.” In every case, a verbwill either bemiddle or passive, but not both.
Therefore, youmust figure out which voice is being used: Is itmiddle or is it passive?
We will return to this subject below.

11.4 FORMATION OF THE PRESENT PASSIVE INDICATIVE TENSE

The original primary passive endings are as follows:

Sg. Pl.

1 -��� -����
2 -��� -���
3 -��� -����

As in the case of the active voice, these endings are attached to the present stem
using either 
 or � as a connecting vowel (i.e., present stem + 
/� + primary pas-
sive endings). However, there is one exception: The second-person singular, -���,
undergoes a transformation to -� in the present tense.3 Thus, the present passive of
��; is:

Present Passive Indicative of ��;
⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 ��
��� �	�����

2 ��� ������

3 ������ ��
����

Given that the English meaning of these forms is not very interesting, let us look at
the present passive form of 0�����;:

Sg. Pl.

1 0�����
��� (I am believed) 0����	����� (we are believed)
2 0������ (you are believed) 0��������� (you [pl.] are believed)
3 0��������� (he/she/it is believed) 0�����
���� (they are believed)

3 The � becomes intervocalic (between the � connecting vowel and the vowel of the suffix) and drops out.
The � then contracts with �� and � is written as a subscript by editors: �	 + � + ���→ �	���→ �	��→

�	�.
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11.5 FORMATION OF THE PRESENT MIDDLE INDICATIVE TENSE

The middle endings are identical to the passive endings in the present tense. We
shall illustrate the present-tense middle endings using a different verb, namely
E�7
��� (er-kho-me).

Present Middle Indicative of E�7
��� (I come, I go)
⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 E�7
��� (I come/go) =�7����� (we come/go)
2 E�7� (you come/go) E�7���� (you [pl.] come/go)
3 E�7���� (he/she/it come/goes) E�7
���� (they come/go)

11.6 DISTINGUISHING MIDDLE FORMS FROM PASSIVE FORMS
IN THE PRESENT AND FUTURE INDICATIVE TENSES

The middle voice can be confusing to students because the endings are identical to
the passive endings in the present, imperfect, and perfect tenses. This problem is
easily addressed if you keep the following two general guidelines in mind:

1. Most thematic verbs in the GNT that have an active form in a particular tense
do not have a corresponding middle form in the same tense.

2. Conversely, most thematic verbs in the GNT that have a middle form in a par-
ticular tense do not normally have a corresponding active form in the same
tense (e.g., E�7
���).

here are certainly exceptions to these two guidelines, and advanced students
should develop a more nuanced understanding of the function of the middle voice.
But as general guidelines, these principles will help you distinguish between most
morphologically ambiguous forms. Bearing these two guidelines in mind, here are
some basis instructions to help you deal with this subject.

First, remember the six principal parts:

1. present, active ormiddle
2. future, active ormiddle
3. first or second aorist, active ormiddle
4. perfect active
5. perfect, middle or passive
6. first or second aorist passive

If the first or second principal part of a verb ismiddle in that tense (i.e., it ends
in -
���), then translate it actively (e.g., E�7
���, “I come/go”).
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Present Middle and Passive Indicative, Future Middle Indicative 103

AGreek verb can be active in one principal part butmiddle in another principal
part, especially if there is a significant stem change. For example, the following verbs
are active in the first principal part and middle in the second principal part. The
distinction between active and middle principal parts is obvious because the first
principal part (present tense) ends in -; and the second principal part (future tense)
ends in -
��� (or -
����):4

Present Future

<0
������ (I die) <0
���
�
�� (acts like contract verb in fut.) (I will die)

!��B��� (I know) !�B�

�� (the stem is !�;-) (I will know)

������� (I take) ���9

�� (I will take)

I��� (I see) ?9

�� (stem 
0) (I will see)

0�0�� (I fall) 0��
�
�� (acts like contract verb in fut.) (I will fall)

There are a few verbs whose middle form has an entirely different meaning than
that of the active form. For example:

D�7; (I rule) D�7
��� (I begin)
C0�; (I light/kindle a fire) C0�
��� (I touch, take hold of)

This is not an exception to the guidelines above. In this case, the active and middle
forms should be treated as separate lexical items with distinct meanings.

To sum up: Owing to the decline of the distinctive use of the middle voice in
the Hellenistic period, many of the verbs you will encounter will either have:

■ an active and passive form but no middle form in a particular tense, or
■ a middle form and no corresponding active or passive form.

Youwill not be able to distinguish betweenmanymiddle and passive endings on
the basis of the verbal ending alone. But if you know the lexical form and principal
parts of a particular verb, you can easily distinguish between a middle form and a
passive form. For example, the ending -; of the lexical form of ��A0; (vle-po) tells
you that this is an active verb because -; is an active ending (“I see”). Therefore,
��A0���� (vle-pe-te) must be present passive (“he is seen”), not present middle.

On the other hand, when the lexical form (first principal part) ends in -
���,
such as the verb,!��
��� (yi-no-me), it is amiddle verb in the present. Now, it is true
that -
��� can hypothetically be either a middle ending or a passive ending, but the

4 If the first, second, or third principal part of a verb is active, and you encounter a middle form of the verb
in the same tense, be aware that some verbs are in the process of changing from active verbs to middle
verbs in the first century AD. For example, the GNT sometimes uses the active verbs, �U�!!���%; and


�A;, but in the majority of instances, it prefers the middle forms, �U�!!���%
��� and 

�A
���. In
these cases, the middle voice should be translated actively (i.e., “I preach the gospel,” “I fear,” etc.). When
in doubt, let your lexicon be your guide!
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lexical form (which you find in your vocabulary lists and in a Greek lexicon) is, by
deinition, always active or middle, not passive. Therefore, the lexical form !��
���

cannot be passive. It must be middle. In light of this, if you encounter the form
!������ (third sg.), it must be middle because you know, on the basis of the lexical
form, that !��
��� is a middle verb.

Here is another example: The lexical form, ������; (lam-va-no) ends in
-;. This fact tells you that ������; is an active verb (“I receive”). Therefore,
������
��� must be passive (“I am received”), not middle. As you can see, you
should not attempt to parse an unfamiliar form of a verb without first knowing the
lexical form and the relevant principal parts of the verb you are parsing. If this seems
a little confusing, it will become clearer with practice.

11.7 FORMATION OF THE FUTURE MIDDLE INDICATIVE

We will consider the future passive verbal forms in Chapter 17 because they are
formed on a different stem (the sixth principal part). The future middle is formed
almost the sameway as the presentmiddle. As youwill recall, the future tense forma-
tive consonant is �. To form the future middle tense, simply add the tense formative
-� to the verbal stem (of the second principal part), followed by the present middle
endings (i.e., future stem + � + 
/� + primary middle endings).

We will use E�7
��� as an example. The verbal root of E�7
��� changes com-
pletely from

√
��7 in the present middle tense (cf. E�7
���, “I come/go”) to√

���	� in the future middle (second principal part). The final dental consonant
(�) disappears when the � tense consonant is added (=����
���, “I will come”):

Future Middle Indicative of E�7
���
⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 =����
��� (I will come/go) =��	������ (we will come/go)
2 =����� (you will come/go) =�������� (you [pl.] will come/go)
3 =�������� (he/she/it will come/go) =����
���� (they will come/go)

11.8 FUTURE INDICATIVE OF �	
� (“I AM”)

The root of �T�� is actually
√

��. This root reappears in the future paradigm. The
future of �T�� employs many of the same middle endings you already know. Only
the third-person singular form is unexpected:

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 E�
��� (I will be) =������ (they will be)
2 E�� (you will be) E����� (you [pl.] will be)
3 E����5 (he/she/it will be) E�
���� (they will be)

5 No connecting vowel.
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11.9 PRESENT MIDDLE AND PASSIVE FORMS
OF CONTRACT VERBS

Contract verbs follow the same rules of vowel contraction in themiddle and passive
as they do in the active voice. As it turns out, the example verbs for contract verbs
used in Chapter 4 are all active verbs. Therefore, in the present tense, they form
passive, not middle, forms. The following verbs are all passive verbs. Their endings
are provided here for future reference:

Present Passive Indicative Forms of 0
�A;, <!�0�;, 0����;
-�; -�; -
;

Sg.

1 0
�
���� <!�0@��� 0���
����

[-� + 
 + ���] [-� + 
 + ���] [-o + 
 + ���]
2 0
�	 <!�0���� 0���
X6

[-� + �] [-� + � + ���]7 [-o + + �]
3 0
��X��� <!�0���� 0���
����

[-� + � + ���] [-� + � + ���] [-o + � + ���]

Pl.

1 0
�
����� <!�0@���� 0���
�����

[-� + 
 + ����] [-� + 
 + ����] [-o + 
 + ����]
2 0
��X��� <!�0���� 0���
����

[-� + � + ���] [-� + � + ���] [-o + � + ���]
3 0
�
����� <!�0@���� 0���
�����

[-�+ 
 + ����] [-� + 
 + ����] [-o + 
 + ����]

11.10 PRESENT MIDDLE PARADIGM OF  ���
��
(“I AM ABLE, I CAN”)

The verb ������� (dhi-na-me) is middle (deponent) in the present tense. However,
its conjugation is somewhat unusual. It is an athematic verb. In other words, the
personal endings are added to the verbal stem ����-without any connecting vowel.
We have previously observed this phenomenon with the second aorist of !��B��;.
Thus, the present middle forms are as follows:

6 This form is identical to the third sg. pres. act. ind.
7 In this case, the original primary passive ending, -���, is retained.
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Sg.

1 �	��- + ��� → ������� (I can)
2 �	��- + ��� or � → ������� or ���� (you can)
3 �	��- + ��� → ������� (he/she/it can)

Pl.

1 �	��- + ���� → �	������ (we can)
2 �	��- + ��� → ������� (you [pl.] can)
3 �	��- + ���� → �������� (they can)

11.11 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <������; (a-na-ve-no), I go up, ascend; fut. <�����
���, 2 aor. <�A��� (this
verb is also athematic in the 2 aor.; for the principal parts of this verb, see Section
25.11, s.v. ����; (this uncompounded verb does not occur in the GNT)

Note: Hellenistic Greek routinely formed hundreds and hundred of new
verbs by adding prepositions to the beginning of simple verbs. These are termed
compound verbs. For example, the verbs <������; and ��������; are com-
pounded forms of ����; (whose basic meaning is “go”), with the addition of
the prepositions <�� and ����. In some cases, the addition of a preposition cre-
ates a new, unexpected meaning. For example, the verb <��!��B��;, which is
a prefixed form of !��B��;, does not mean “I know up,” but rather “I read.”

2. ��������; (ka-ta-ve-no), I go down, descend; fut. �������
���, 2 aor.
���A��� (this verb is also athematic in the 2 aor. cf. Section 25.11, s.v. ����;)8

3. <0
����
��� (a-po-kri-no-me) (w. dat.), I answer, reply (we have already
learned a past tense deponent form of this verb, <0������. We will learn more
about this form in Chapter 17)

4. D�7; (ar-kho), I rule, govern; fut. D�-;, 1 aor. u�-�; the middle form of this
verb, D�7
��� (ar-kho-me), has a completely different meaning, “I begin”; fut.
D�-
��� (cf. <�7�).

5. <�0�%
��� (a-spa-zo-me), I greet, I say goodbye
6. !��
��� (yi-no-me), I become, I am, it happens (in third sg.), I arrive (some-

where); fut. !����
���. Like �T��, !��
��� takes a predicate (in nom. case), not
a direct object. (We will learn the second aor. form of this verb in Section 13.4)9

7. !�, � (yi), the earth, land, country, region10

8 But 3rd pl. is normally ���A����� (as is <�A�����, cf. E!�;���).
9 The original present form of !��
��� was !�!�
���. As previously noted, a few Classical verbs, such as
!�!�
��� and !�!�B��;, reduplicated their initial consonant in the present tense. In HGr the second !
drops out, forming !��
���.

10 The paradigm for this lexeme is as follows: !� (!A�), !�� (!���), !	 (!��), !�� (!���); this is really an
�-pure word.
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8. ������� (dhi-na-me), I can, am able (often followd by infin.); fut. �	���
���.
This athematic verb does not have a first aorist. Instead, it appears in the impf.
form, =�	����� (alternatively written s�	�����).

9. E�7
��� (er-kho-me), I come, I go (i.e., does not specify direction); fut.
=����
��� (e-lef-so-me), 2 aor. u��
� (il-thon,

√
���)

10. ����
� (mal-lon), more, rather; ����
� . . .b, more/rather . . . than
11. ���@ (-A;), I hate, despise, disregard; fut. �����;, 1 aor. =������ (cf. misan-

thrope, misogynist)
12. J�!�, � (or-yi), anger, wrath
13. 0
�����, -�, -�� (po-ni-ros, -a, -on BOLDED), evil, bad
14. ��� (sin) (with dat.) with, together with, in company with (cf. syn- and sym-

words in English such as “symphony”)
15. �
��!�%; (sfra-yi-zo), I mark with a seal or stamp (�
��!��), I set my seal

upon, I mark to indicate ownership; first aor. =�
��!���
16. ^0A� (i-per), (1) (with gen.) for, on behalf of; about, concerning; (2) (with acc.)

over and above, beyond (in spatial terms, it contrasts with ^0� [below, under])
17. ^9@ (-�;) (i-pso), I lift up, I exalt (sby); fut. ^9B�;, 1 aor. S9;��
18. 
��
�, I (i-los), a friend
19. 
	����, � (fi-la-ki), prison, jail
20. l��� (o-ste) (conj.), so that, with the result that (do not confuse this marker

of a result clause with k��, the marker of a purpose clause, meaning “in order
that”)

Future Middles of Some Previously Learned Verbs

The following three verbs are active in the present tense but middle in the future
tense:

Present Future Future Root

!��B��; !�B�
���
√
!�; (cf. 10.4.2)

I��; ?9
���
√

0-

0�0�; 0��
����
√
0��

0�0�; is a very unusual verb. It is the only verb in the GNT that forms its future
with the Doric tense formative -��. The root is apparently

√
0��. When 0��

combines with �, the final � drops out forming0��A (+ 
 + ���). Then � of the
tense formative contracts with the thematic vowel 
/� (e.g., 0��
����).
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12.

Imperfect Active

Indicative and

Imperfect of the

Verb “to be”

12.1 ASPECT OF THE IMPERFECT

The aspect of the imperfect tense is imperfective. In other words, the action is under-
stood to be in progress, without reference to its final completion. Such an action
may infer attempting, continuing, setting about, or beginning an action, depending
on the context. As such, different English expressions are be required to translate
the imperfect tense in different passages. For example, an imperfect tense might be
translated by such English phrases as:

was (do)ing
was trying to (do)
began (doing)
used to (do)

12.2 USES OF THE IMPERFECT

In contrast to the aorist tense, the imperfect tense is usually employed selectively
with a more nuanced range of connotations. When you encounter a verb in the
imperfect tense, you should treat it with special care and try to determine whether
a more nuanced meaning is implied, on the basis of context. Here are some possi-
bilities:

12.2.1 Progressive Imperfect

Describes an ongoing past action (“he was. . . . ing”)

Figure: Stele with carved figures (Hatunsaray, central Turkey, IKonya 113).
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12.2.2 Customary Imperfect

Describes a regularly occurring action in the past over an extended period of time
(“he used to . . . , she continually . . . ”).1

12.2.3 Iterative Imperfect

Describes a repeated action in the past over a period of time (e.g., “he repeat-
edly . . . ”).

12.2.4 Conative Imperfect

Describes an action that was attempted but not completed (e.g., “he tried to . . . ,”
“she attempted to . . . ”).

12.2.5 Inceptive Imperfect

Describes the beginning of a past action (e.g., “he began doing something . . . ”).2

12.2.6 Imperfect with Verbs of “Saying”

Verbs of “saying” (e.g., E��!��) often occur in the imperfect tense, especially if they
introduce a speech of some length. In such cases, the emphasis is not on the fact
that “such and such” a thing was said, but on the exposition of what was said. These
imperfects can be translated as simple past tenses (“he said”).

12.2.7 Imperfect in Indirect Discourse

Indirect discourse in the Greek language preserves the original tense of the direct
discourse. In contrast, when changing direct discourse into indirect discourse,
English pushes the tense back. For example, if John says: “I am going to the library,”
and someone asks you what John said, you would reply, “John said that hewas going
to the library.” Notice how the present tense verb “am going” was changed to the
past tense “was going” in English, when the verb introducing the indirect discourse
shifted into the past tense (i.e., John said).

Greek does not make this change. Therefore, the imperfect tense in Greek indi-
rect discourse (which is already a past tense) must be translated into English using
the pluperfect tense (i.e., one tense further back into the past). So if John says: “I
was going to the library,” and someone asks you what John said, you would reply,
“John said that he had gone to the library.”

1 Also termed the habitual imperfect.
2 Also known as the ingressive imperfect; cf. Daniel Wallace, Greek Grammar: Beyond the Basics (Grand

Rapids: Zondervan, 1996), 544.

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:46:26 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.014

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



110 New Testament Greek

12.3 FORMING THE IMPERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE

1. The imperfect tense is formed using the present verbal stem (i.e., the first prin-
cipal part, which is also the lexical form). Therefore, there will be no stem
change inmost cases. If you know the present stem, you also know the imperfect
stem.

2. If a verb is active in the present tense, it will be active in the imperfect. Similarly,
if it is middle in the present tense, it will be middle in the imperfect.

3. If the stem begins with a consonant, add a syllabic augment, �, according to
the same rules as the aorist tense. If the stem begins with a vowel, lengthen the
vowel, as in the case of the aorist tense.

4. The imperfect has the same endings as the second aorist (in the indicative
mood), namely secondary personal endings, using 
 or � as a connecting vowel.

Sg. Pl.

1 -
� -
���
2 -�� -���
3 -�(�) -
�

However, unlike the second aorist, the imperfect tense does not undergo a stem
change. Therefore, the only way to distinguish an imperfect tense from a second aorist
is by the stem change. The imperfect will preserve the stem of the present tense. The
second aorist will change the stem.

Imperfect Active Indicative of ��;
Sg. Pl.

1 E�	
� =��
���

2 E�	�� =�����

3 E�	�(�) E�	
�

12.4 IMPERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE OF �	
�

The imperfect active paradigm of �T�� is as follows:

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 b��� (I was) u���3 (we were)
2 u�4 (you were) u�� (you [pl.] were)
3 u� (he/she/it was) u��� (they were)

3 b���� (middle form) is an alternative form of u��� (cf. Gal 4:3).
4 u��� in Matt 26:69 and Mark 14:67.
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12.5 IMPERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE OF &��

As you will recall, the root of E7; is actually
√
��7. But the imperfect form of E7;

is �>7
�. This can be explained as follows. The expected imperfect form would be
E��7
�. The � in this form is intervocalic and drops out, leaving � + � to contract
to form �� (E��7
� → E�7
� → �R7
�). When the imperfect endings are added, the
following conjugation results:

Sg. Pl.

1 �R7
� (I had) �>7
��� (we had)
2 �R7�� (you had) �>7��� (you [pl.] had)
3 �R7�(�) (he/she/it had) �R7
� (they had)

We have now learned the following four tenses of this verb:

Present E7; (I have) = first principal part
Imperfect �R7
� (I used to have)
Future a-; (I will have) = second principal part
Second aorist E�7
� (I had) = third principal part

12.6 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <��!!A��; (an-ang-gel-lo), I announce, proclaim, report (but in John’s Gospel
it can also mean “I interpret”); fut. <��!!��@, 1 aor. <��!!���� (cf. D!!��
�)
(this verbal stem undergoes the same changes as <0
��A��;)

2. �A7
��� (de-kho-me), I receive, accept
3. ��9@ (-�;) (dhi-pso), I am thirsty; fut. ��9��;, 1 aor. =��9��� (cf. the English

word “dipsomaniac,” i.e., an alcoholic)
4. �;���, -��, �, (dho-re-a), gift
5. =����� (en-tha-dhe), here, in this place (common term used on Greek tomb-

stones: “Here lies [so-and-so]”)
6. =�B0�
� (e-no-pi-on), (with gen.) before, in the presence of
7. =0��; (e-pa-no), (with gen.) on, over, above
8. �U�!!A��
�, �� (ev-ang-ge-li-on), a joyful announcement, good news
9. %��@ (-A;) (zi-to), I seek, look for; fut. %����;; first aor. =%�����
10. ���
��� (the-a-o-me), I see, look at, watch, observe; fut. ����
���
11. 0���� (pa-lin), again, once more5

12. 0A��� (pen-de), five (cardinal number, indeclinable)

5 Cf. the English word “palindrome” literally means to “run/return again” (the word “-drome” is based on
the Greek work meaning ‘running’ or “returning”).
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13. 0��; (pi-no), I drink; fut. 0�
���, 2 aor. E0�
� (cf. Section 22.10)
14. 0����
�6 (pli-si-on), (with gen.) near; when 0����
� is accompanied by an

article, I 0����
�, it becomes a substantive meaning “neighbor” or “fellow
human being”

15. 0�!�, � (pi-yi), a spring of water, a well
16. 0�
���7
��� (pros-ef-kho-me), I pray; fut. 0�
���-
���
17. G���, �� (rhi-ma), what is said, a Greek word, a saying, a proclamation (this is

a third declension word, cf. Section 15.1)
18. �
�
��
�, -����, -
��
(�) (ti-ou-tos, -af-ti, -ou-ton), of such a kind, such as

this (cf. paradigm for 
Q�
�)
19. 7���; (khe-ro), I rejoice, am glad; fut. 7����
��� (fut. tense preserves the true

root, which is 7��-)
20. 7���, � (kha-ra), joy, happiness

 ��

As you know, this impersonal verb only occurs in the third person form, ��

(from �A;). It conjugates in imperfect tense as E��� (“it was necessary”).

6 0����
� is the neuter form of 0����
�, -�, -
�.
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13.

Imperfect Middle

and Passive

Indicative and First

and Second Aorist

Middle Indicative

13.1 IMPERFECT PASSIVE INDICATIVE

As in the case of the active voice, the imperfect passive also employs secondary end-
ings, not primary endings.1 These endings are as follows:

Sg. Pl.

1 -��� -����
2 -�
 -���
3 -�
 -��


When forming the imperfect passive indicative, these passive secondary end-
ings are attached to the present stem, using either 
 or � as a connecting vowel (aug-
ment + present stem + 
/� + secondary passive endings). However, there is one
exception: The second-person singular, -�
, undergoes a transformation to -
	.2

Thus, the imperfect passive paradigm of ��; is:

Imperfect Pasive Indicative of ��;
⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 =�	���� =�	�����

2 =��
	 =������

3 =����
 =��
��


1 Secondary endings are used for verbs expressing past tense: e.g., imperfect, aorist, and pluperfect.
2 The intervocalic � drops out, and the remaining 
 contracts with the previous � connecting vowel to

produce -
	: -�-�
 → -�-
 → -
	.

Figure: Carved figures of three men and one woman, with lentoid eyes (Kusca, central Turkey, IKonya 130).

113

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:46:42 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.015

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



114 New Testament Greek

To facilitate the memorization of these endings, it is helpful to compare them to the
passive endings of the present tense:

Present Passive Ind. Imperfect Passive Ind.
Sg. Sg.

1 ��
��� =�	����

2 ��� =��
	

3 ������ =����


Pl. Pl.

1 �	����� =�	�����

2 ������ =������

3 ��
���� =��
��


By way of providing a more interesting example of the use of the imperfect passive
indicative, let us examine the paradigm for ��A0;:

Imperfect Passive Indicative of ��A0;
Sg.

1 =���0���� (I was being seen)
2 =��A0
	 (you were being seen)
3 =��A0��
 (he/she/it was being seen)

Pl.

1 =���0����� (we were being seen)
2 =��A0���� (you [pl.] were being seen)
3 =��A0
��
 (they were being seen)

13.2 IMPERFECT MIDDLE INDICATIVE

As explained above, if a verb is middle (deponent) in the present tense, it will also
bemiddle in the imperfect. Thus, the present middle, E�7
��� (“I come/go”), forms
an imperfect middle, s�7����. The imperfect middle and passive endings are the
same.

In the case of the middle verb E�7
���, the intitial vowel is lengthened from
=�7- → s�7- :

Imperfect Middle Indicative of E�7
���

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 s�7���� (I was going) s�7����� (we were going)
2 b�7
	 (you were going) b�7���� (you [pl.] were going)
3 b�7��
 (he/she/it was going) b�7
��
 (they were going)

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:46:42 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.015

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



Imperfect Middle and Passive Indicative and First and Second Aorist Middle 115

13.3 FIRST AORIST MIDDLE INDICATIVE

As in the case of the imperfect middle, aorist middle verbs also employ secondary
endings. Just as some verbs form either a first aorist active or a second aorist active,
it is also true that other verbs form either a first aorist middle or a second aorist
middle. The second aorist middle has the same endings as the imperfect middle.
Remember, the basic middle endings are:

Sg. Pl.

1 -��� -����
2 -�
 -���
3 -�
 -��


To form the first aorist middle, simply add the syllabic augment (�), or lengthen the
initial vowel, add the -�� tense consonant, and then the secondary endings, to the
verb stem of the third principal part (augment + aorist stem + �� + secondary
middle endings). There is one exception: The second-person singular form is -�;
(not �
):3

Sg. Pl.

1 -����� -������
2 -�; -�����
3 -���
 -����


Thus, the first aorist middle paradigm of ���
��� (“I see, look at”) is as follows:

First Aorist Middle Indicative of ���
���

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 =�������� (I looked at) =��������� (we looked at)
2 =����; (you looked at) =�������� (you [pl.] looked at)
3 =������
 (he/she/it looked at) =�������
 (they looked at)

The following verbs form first aorist middles:

Present tense First Aorist Middle

<0
����
��� <0��������� (liquid stem) (I answered)4

D�7
��� s�-���� (-7 + �→ -) (I began)
<�0�%
��� s�0������ (-% + �→ �) (I greeted)
0�
���7
��� 0�
��	-���� (-7 + �→ -) (I prayed)

3 The second � of -��-�
 is intervocalic and drops out, leaving -��-
, which contracts to -�; (-���
 →

-��
 → -�;).
4 More often, this verb forms a passive deponent (cf. Chapter 17).
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13.4 SECOND AORIST MIDDLE INDICATIVE

The second aorist middle indicative is also formed using the stem of the third prin-
cipal part. It has an augment and the same endings as the imperfect active indicative
(using 
 or � as a connecting vowel). Therefore, as in the case of the aorist active
forms, the only way to distinguish an imperfect middle from a second aorist mid-
dle is by the stem change. For example, !��
��� (yi-no-me) forms a second aorist
middle, =!������ (e-ye-no-min) in contrast to the impf. form =!������. Note how
the stemhas changed from!��- to!��- in the second aorist. The complete paradigm
of =!������ is as follows:

Second Aorist Middle Indicative of !��
���

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 =!������ (I became) =!������� (we became)
2 =!A�
	 (you became) =!A����� (you [pl.] became)
3 =!A���
 (he/she/it became) =!A�
��
 (they became)

If the third principal part ends in -�����, the verb is irst aorist middle in form.
But if the third principal part ends in -����, it is a second aorist middle. In either
case, you should usually translate these aorist middle verbs as active verbs.

We will not discuss the aorist passive indicative in this lesson because it is
formed from the sixth principal part, and has different endings than the aorist mid-
dle (see Chap. 17).

13.5 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <0A�7
��� (ap-er-kho-me), I depart, go away; fut. <0�����
���, 2 aor.
<0���
�

2. ��A�7
��� (dhi-er-kho-me), I go or pass through; fut. �������
���, 2 aor.
�����
�

3. =-A�7
��� (eks-er-kho-me), I come or go out or forth, get out; fut. =-�����
���,
2 aor. =-���
�

Box 1: Learning Compound Forms of &)�

��

The compound forms of E�7
��� (e.g., <0A�7
���, ��A�7
���, �T�A�7
���, etc.)
have principal parts that are almost identical to those of the unpreixed form,
E�7
���. As a learning strategy, if you should learn the principal parts of E�7
���
the compound forms of this verb will be easy to identify.
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Imperfect Middle and Passive Indicative and First and Second Aorist Middle 117

4. D��
�, I, bread, loaf, food
5. ������
�, ��, denarius (a Roman silver coin); usually occurs in the pl. �������,

denaria (temporary and seasonal laborers were paid about 1 denarius per day)
6. �T����, � (i-ri-ni), peace
7. =0���; (e-pe-ro), I raise, lift up; 1 aor. =0��� (=0� + �>�;) (

√
�0��)

8. =�;�@ (-�;) (e-ro-to), I ask (sby a question), request, beseech sby concerning
sthg; fut. =�;���;, 1 aor. s�B����

9. =���; (es-thi-o), I eat; fut. 
�!
���, 2 aor. E
�!
� (fut. and aor. are formed
from a different stem,

√

�!. Note also that fut. is mid. in form)

10. �U�!!���%
��� (ev-ang-ge-li-zo-me), I announce good news, proclaim,
preach;5 1 aor. �U�!!�������� (cf. �U�!!A��
�)

11. ��	��%; (�av-ma-zo), intrans. I marvel, wonder, am amazed; trans. I marvel,
wonder at, admire; fut. ��	���
���, 1 aor. =�������

12. ����%; (the-ri-zo), I reap, harvest, gather; fut. �����;, first aor. =�A����
13. ��������, I, (the-ris-mos), a harvest, a crop
14. ���0��, I (kar-pos), grain, harvest
15. ���� (mi-ti), used in questions to indicate negative answer expected
16. 
U�A�� (ou-ke-ti), no longer, no more (with ind. mood)
17. h�
�, -�, -
� (o-sos, -i, -on), as much as (sg.), as many as (pl.), as great as (fig.),

all
18. 0����; (pras-so), I do, practice; fut.0��-;, 1 aor. E0��-�; as the fut. and aor.

forms demonstrate, the stem of 0����; conceals a hidden velar (
√
0��!).

19. �	��!; (si-na-go), I gather together, assemble (cf. �	��!;!�); fut. �	��-;,
2 aor. �	��!�!
� (cf. principal parts for D!;)

20. 7B��, � (kho-ra), countryside, field (of crops), region
21. 9	7�, � (psi-khi), life, person, one’s innermost being, soul (only in Greek

philosophical thought) (cf. Section 18.9) (cf. “psychology”)

Box 2: First Aorist Middle Forms of Previously Learned Verbs

Present tense First aorist middle tense

<0
����
��� → <0��������� (liquid verb)
D�7
��� → s�-����

<�0�%
��� → s�0������ (stem ends in dental)
�A7
��� → =��-����

���
��� → =��������

0�
���7
��� → 0�
��	-����

5 This verb appears in the active form, �U�!!���%;, only rarely in the GNT (e.g., Rev 10:7, 14:6).
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14.

Third Declension

Nouns and

Adjectives: Part 1

T
he third declension is really a category for all the nouns that do not belong to
the first or second declension. In fact, some older Greek grammars actually
divide this third declension into many different declensions.

This group of nouns requires special attention because many significant theo-
logical words, not tomention other high-frequencyGreekwords, decline according
to a third declension pattern. Moreover, as we shall see, many of the paradigms
of participles, as well as many adjectives, also follow the pattern of the third
declension.

In many cases, the gender of third declension nouns cannot be predicted and
must be memorized for each noun separately. But third declension nouns do take
the same definite article as do first and second declension nouns. Therefore, if you
are in doubt about the gender of a noun, the gender of the preceding article will be
a reliable guide.

14.1 THIRD DECLENSION ENDINGS

In contrast to the first two declensions, the endings of the third declension exhibit
much more diversity. Nonetheless, some of the general tendencies of the third
declensional endings can be summarized as follows:

masculine/feminine neuter
sg. pl. sg. pl.

N -� or none -�� — -�
G -
� -;� -
� -;�
D -� -��(�) -� -��(�)
A -� or -� -�� — -�
V -� or none -�� — -�

Figure: Figure of a man, with lentoid eyes and plain cape (Kelhasan, central Turkey, IKonya 137).
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In many cases, the nominative form cannot be predicted. However, the genitive sin-
gular form preserves the actual noun stem (which can be found by removing the -��
ending). For example:

Nominative Stem Genitive

��- (“night”) → �	�� �	����

0�X� (“child”) → 0��� 0�����

7���� (“goodwill”) → 7���� 7����
�

!	�� (“woman”) → !	���� !	������

Therefore, when you memorize these third declension nouns, you must memorize
the genitive form as well as the nominative form. Our primary example word for
third declension nouns is D�7;� (“ruler,”m.). This word employs the endings listed
above, which, when added to the stem <�7
�� form the following paradigm:

⊕ Sg. Pl.

N D�7;� D�7
��-��
G D�7
��-
� <�7���-;�
D D�7
��-� D�7
	-��(�)
A D�7
��-� D�7
��-��
V D�7
�1 D�7
��-��

1. The nominative singular has no ending added to the stem. But because Greek
words cannot end in �, the final letter of the nominative stem D�7
�� drops off,
and the previous stem vowel, 
, is lengthened in compensation to ;:

D�7
�� → D�7
� → D�7;�

2. The final two stem consonants, ��, are deleted when �� is added to form the
dative plural. Compensatory lengthening of the preceding stem vowel then
occurs:

D�7
�� + �� → D�7
���� → D�7
�� → D�7
	��

3. If you learn the paradigm of D�7;� well, it will be much easier to identify the
many variations that one encounters throughout the third declension, and it
will also help you learn the paradigm of the present participle in Chapter 18.

1 Vocative form is normally the pure stem.

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:47:00 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.016

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



120 New Testament Greek

14.2 THIRD DECLENSION STEMS ENDING IN DENTALS, VELARS,
AND LABIALS

As we observed in the case of the future and aorist tenses, the addition of -� to the
stems of words ending in labials, velars, and dentals produces a series of predictable
morphological changes. These rules also apply to third declension nouns. By way
of illustration, here are the paradigms of four typical third declension nouns. The
stems of the first three nouns end in dental consonants. The stem of the fourth
ends in a velar. Notice in each case that the nominative form does not preserve the
original stem:

Nom. Stem Gloss

final � (dental) ��-2 �	�� night
final � (dental) 
@� 
;� light
final � (dental) =�0�� ��0�� hope
final � (velar) ���- ���� flesh

Paradigms
Sg. dental (fm.) dental (nt.) dental (fm.) velar (fm.)

N ��- (�	��-�) 
@� =�0�� (=�0��-�) ���- (����-�)
G �	���� 
;��� =�0��
� ������

D �	��� 
;�� =�0��� �����

A ����� 
@� =�0��� �����

V ��- 
@� =�0� ���-

Pl.

N ������ 
@�� =�0���� ������

G �	��@� 
B�;�3 =�0��;� ����@�

D �	-�(�) (�	��-��) 
;��(�) (
;�-��) =�0���(�) (=�0��-��) ���-�(�) (����-��)
A ������ 
@�� =�0���� ������

V ������ 
@�� =�0���� ������

14.2.1 Observations

��-: The nominative singular and dative plural forms require special explanation.
In the case of ��-, the actual stem is �	��. When the -� ending is added to the stem,
the final � drops off (remember �, �, �, % + �→ �); next, the now final � combines

2 �	�� + � → �	�� → ��-.
3 According to the rules for the accentation of monosyllabic nouns, an acute should fall on the penult in

the gen. pl. However, 
B�;� is an exception to this rule.
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with � to form - (�	��-� → �	�� → ��-). In the dative plural, a similar change
occurs, with �	��-�� becoming �	-�.


@�: The nominative and accusative forms of 
@� are identical in the singular
and plural because it is a neuter noun.

=�0��: The actual stem of =�0�� is =�0��. When the -� ending is added to the
stem, the final � drops off (� + � → �), and =�0�� is formed. In the dative plural,
a similar change occurs, with =�0��-�� becoming =�0���.

���-: The stem of ���- is ����. When the -� ending is added to this stem, the
final � combines with the -� (remember �, !, 7 + � = -), and ���- is formed. In
the dative plural, a similar change occurs, with ����-�� becoming ���-�.

14.2.2 Accentuation Rules

1. Monosyllables of the third declension (e.g., ��-, ���-, 
@�) normally have the
accent on the ultima in the genitive and dative, in both singular and plural
(e.g., �	��@�), but on the penult in the accusative singular and plural, nomi-
native plural forms (e.g., ������).

2. Some long vowels take an acute in the nom. sg. (e.g., <!B�, �TB�). However,
the gen. pl. is normally accented with circumflex: [h]

nom. sg. gen. sg. gen. pl.

��- �	���� �	��@�

���- ������ ����@�

14.3 THIRD DECLENSION STEMS ENDING IN )

In this section, wewill examine three slightly different patterns of stems ending in �,
using �;��� (“savior”), <��� (“man, husband”), and0���� (“father”) as examples.
The stems of these nouns are as follows:

nominative stem

�;��� (m.) �;���

<��� (m.) ���� → ����4

0���� (m.) 0���/0����-5

4 The original stem, ����, undergoes syncope and loses its �. A � is then inserted between the resulting
consonants, ��, to facilitate pronunciation (���� → ��� → ����).

5 The stem fluctuates between 0���- and 0����- (cf. �����, �	!����, !����� [belly]).
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Try not to let the very slight changes between these examples distract you from the
reoccurring patterns in the overall paradigm:

Sg.

N �;��� <���6 0����

G �;���
� <����� 0�����

D �;���� <���� 0����

A �;���� D���� 0��A��

V �@��� D��� 0����

Pl.

N �;����� D����� 0��A���

G �;���;� <���@� 0��A�;�

D �;�����(�) <������(�) (<���-�-��) 0������(�) (0���-�-��)
A �;����� D����� 0��A���

V �;����� D����� 0��A���

In the case of <��� and 0����, -� is added to the stem in the dative plural, prior to
attaching -��. This addition prevents consonants from coming together (<���-�-��,
0���-�-��).7

The feminine noun 7���� (kha-ris), meaning “gratuitous service, grace, favor,”
requires special mention. There is one important exception to the above pattern,
namely the accusative singular form is 7����.8 Noun stems that end in a den-
tal, and are preceded by an unaccented vowel, tend to have � in the accusative
singular.

7���� (fm.)

Sg. Pl.

N 7���� 7������

G 7����
� 7����;�

D 7����� 7�����(�)
A 7���� 7������

V 7��� 7������

6 This noun follows the same pattern of accentuation as monosyllables of the third declension (cf.
14.2.2).

7 Cf. ����	� (����	�-�) (nom.), ����	�
� (gen.), ����	�� (dat.), ����	�� (acc.); pl. ����	���, ������;�
(gen.), ����	��(�) (dat.), ����	��� (acc.), ����	��� (voc.). Note how the final � drops off in the nom. sg.
and dat. pl. before the addition of -� and -��, respectively.

8 7����� only occurs twice in the GNT (Acts 24:27; Jude 1:4).
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14.4 THIRD DECLENSION FEMININE STEMS ENDING IN
VARIABLE �/�

Another class of third declension nouns have stems that end in a variable �/�. This
group of nouns is feminine.9 Our example word in 0���� (city). The stem of the
nominative, accusative, and vocative singular cases ends in -� (0
��-). But the stem
of the remaining forms ends in -� (0
��-).

Stems Ending in �/� 0���� (0
��-/0
��-)
Sg. Pl.

N 0���� (0���-�) 0����� (0���-��)
G 0���;� 0���;�

D 0���� (0���-�) 0�����(�)
A 0���� 0����� (0���-��)
V 0��� 0�����

Note the following:

1. The genitive singular ending has lengthened from -
� to -;�. This explains why
the accented antepenult appears to break the rules of accentuation.10 The gen-
itive plural is probably accented on the antepenult by analogy with the genitive
singular.

2. Accusative ending is -� (not -�).
3. The nominative and accusative plural forms have the same ending, -���.

Other examples from this class of the third declension include 0����� (“faith,
confidence”) and ������� (“power, potential”).

9 Except ?
��, -�;� (m.) (“snake,” “serpent”) and ����0�, -�;� (nt.) (“mustard”).
10 The antepenult is accented in the genitive singular (0���;�) despite the fact that the ultima is long. The

accenting of the antepenult under these conditions is normally prohibited by the rules of accentuation.
This irregularity can be explained on the basis of the earlier Homeric form. The original stem of this
noun ended in � (0
��). Thus, the genitive singular form, 0���
� (the Homeric form), was a legal form
of accentuation. The antepenult could be accented because the ultima was short. Over time, the last two
vowels underwent a transfer of quantity, becoming 0���;� (� → �, 
 → ;), with the accent remaining
in its original position (Smyth, Greek Grammar, 270, 271, cf. 34).
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14.5 REFERENCE: THIRD DECLENSION ADJECTIVE OF TWO
TERMINATIONS: $�����, -�� (“TRUE”)

Some adjectives, like third declension nouns, have identical forms in the mascu-
line and feminine. These are known as adjectives of two terminations. An impor-
tant example of a third declension adjective of two terminations is <�����, -A�.
Because its stem ends in -�� (������-), many contractions occur with the end-
ings. When found between two vowels, the � of the stem becomes intervocalic
and drops out, and then the remaining vowels contract.

Sg. Pl.

m./fm. nt. m./fm. nt.

N <����� <���A� <����X� (-A�-��) <���� (-A�-�)
G <���
�� (-A�-
�) <���
�� <���@� (-A�-;�) <���@�

D <����X (-A�-�) <����X <���A��(�) (-A�-��) <���A��(�)
A <���� (-A�-�) <���A� <����X� (-A�-��) <���� (-A�-�)
V <���A� (pure stem) <���A� <����X� (-A�-��) <���� (-A�-�)

14.6 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <����� (a-li-this) (m. and fm.), -A� (nt.), true, truthful (third decl.) (cf.
<�������, -�, -
� [adj.], <������ [noun])

2. D��
�, -�, -
 (al-los, -i, -o), another, other (cf. a���
�); I D��
�, the other man,
� D���, the other woman

3. D�7;�, D�7
��
�, I (ar-khon, ar-khon-dos), ruler, official, authority
4. ����� (dhef-te), come!
5. a���
�, -�, -
� (e-te-ros, -a, on), different, another, one of two (cf. D��
�) (“het-

erodox, heterosexual”)
6. E�� (e-ti), still, yet (adv.)
7. *;\���, -A;� (mo-i-sis, -e-os), Moses11

8. ��-, �	����, � (niks, ni-ktos), night
9. ?�
�, -
	�, ��, mountain, hill (cf. Section 15.3)
10. 0�����, 0����;�, � (pi-stis, pi-ste-os), confidence, faithfulness, faith, belief (cf.

0�����, -�, -��, 0�����;)
11. 0����, -�;� (po-lis, -e-os), �, city (so what is the meaning of the word “necrop-

olis”?)

11 Dat: *;\��X (John 5:46) or *;\�	 (Acts 7:44); Acc: *;\�A� (Luke 16:29) or *;\��� (1 Cor 10:2);
Voc.:*;\��� (Exod 3:4).
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12. ���-, ������, � (sarks, sar-kos), flesh, physical body12

13. �;�����, � (so-ti-ri-a) deliverance, rescue, salvation
14. �;���, -��
�, I (so-tir, -i-ros), savior, deliverer
15. S�;�, S���
�, �� (i-dhor, i-da-tos), water (cf. “hydroelectric” means water-

generated electicity)
16. 7����, -��
�, � (kha-ris, -i-tos), gratuitous service (i.e., free from contrac-

tual obligations or counter service), grace, beneficient disposition, unmer-
ited/undeserved goodwill toward someone, sign of favor, benefaction

Family
17. <���, <�����, I (a-nir, an-dhros) man, husband
18. !	��, !	������, � (yi-ni, yi-ne-kos), voc. !����, woman, wife
19. �����, -����, � (mi-tir, mi-tros), mother (cf. Section 14.3)
20. 0����, -����, I (pa-tir, pa-tros), father; in the plural form, 0��A���, often

means “ancestors”

14.7 POLITICS AS A SEMANTIC FIELD: VOCABULARY REVIEW

■ �������; I rule
■ �������� (gen. -A;�) king, emperor
■ �������� kingdom, empire, domain
■ ���������, -�, -�� royal
■ D�7;� (gen. -
��
�) ruler, official, authority
■ E��
� (gen. -�
	�) nation, pl. Gentiles, nations
■ ���� people, people as a nation, populace
■ ?7�
� a crowd, a mob of common people
■ 0���� (gen. -�;�) city

12 Thus, a “sarcophagus” (� ����

�!
�) is literally a “coffin” that “eats flesh”.
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15.

Third Declension

Nouns and

Adjectives: Part 2

15.1 THIRD DECLENSION NOUNS ENDING IN -
�

One important group of third declension nouns are those whose nominative sin-
gular forms end in -��. This group of words is neuter. Their declensional endings
can be summarized as follows:

Sg. Pl.

N none -�
G -
� -;�
D -� -��(�)
A none -�

For example, the stem of ?�
�� (“name”) is J�
���-. The paradigm is as follows:

Sg. Pl.

N �_ ?�
�� �L J������

G �
� J�����
� �@� J�
���;�

D �
 J������ �
X� J������(�)
A �_ ?�
�� �L J������

1. Because a Greek noun cannot end with �, the final � of the stem, J�
���, must
drop off in the nominative and accusative singular forms.

2. As in the case of all neuter nouns, the nominative and accusative forms are
identical, in the singular and plural.

3. The neuter nominative singular ending -�� contains a short �, allowing the
antepenult to be accented (J������).

Figure: Carved relief of a fish (IKonya 141).
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4. Other examples from this class include:

■ �y�� (“blood”)
■ ��@�� (“food”)
■ �A���� (“will”)
■ 0����� (“spirit”)
■ G��� (“word”)
■ �0A��� (“seed”)
■ ����� (“mouth”)
■ �@�� (“body”)

15.2 THIRD DECLENSION NOUNS ENDING IN -�/�	

Another group of third declension nouns have stems ending variably in -� or -�	.
The stem ends in -�	 in the nominative singular, dative plural, and vocative singu-
lar. Our example word is �������� (va-si-lefs), meaning “king.” As in the case of
0����, the stem fluctuates between ������	- in the nominative and vocative singu-
lar and dative plural, and ������- everywhere else. The paradigm for �������� is as
follows:

�������� (������/�/�	)

Sg. Pl.

N �������� (-��	-�) ������X� (-��-��)
G �����A;� (-��-
�)1 �����A;�

D ������X (-��-�) ���������(�) (-��	-��)
A �����A� ������X� (-��-��)
V ������� ������X�

Other examples of this declension include !��������� (“scribe”), V�����
(“priest”), <�7������ (“highpriest”).

15.3 THIRD DECLENSION NEUTER NOUNS ENDING IN -
�

Words such as E��
� (“nation,” pl. “Gentiles, nations”),!A�
� (“family, descendant”),
and �A�
� (“part, share”) have nominative singular forms ending in -
�, which

1 The primitive stem of this noun may have ended in �F. The Greek letter F (digamma/��!����) is an
ancient letter that is no longer used in Attic and Hellenistic Greek. But a phantom digamma continues to
exercise influence in the formation of some words. Diagamma (F) generally drops out before vowels and
vocalizes to 	 before consonants, as we see in the nominative singular and dative plural.
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could easily be mistaken for masculine second declension nouns. These are actu-
ally neuter nouns of the third declension. The stem of these nouns actually ends
in -��:

nom./acc. stem

E��
� �����

!A�
� !����

�A�
� �����

In all cases, except the nominative and accusative singular, the final � of the
stem drops off (e.g., E���� → E���-), resulting in the contraction of the now final
-� of the stem with the declensional ending. Given that many modifications and
contractions occur in this paradigm, it is advisable to learn the final contracted
forms. The paradigm for E��
� is as follows:

E��
� (stem: �����)

Sg. Pl.

N E��
� E��� (E����-� → E���-�)
G E��
	� (E����-
� → E���-
�) =��@� (=��A�-;� → E���-;�)
D E���� (E����-� → E���-�) E�����(�) (E����-�� → E���-��)
A E��
� E��� (E����-� → E���-�)
V E��
� E��� (E����-� → E���-�)

15.4 “3–1–3” TYPE ADJECTIVES

In Chapter 7, we discussed first and second declension adjectives. There are also
adjectives that combine third declension endings with first declension endings.
These are termed “3-1-3 type” adjectives. In other words, these adjectives are third
declension in the masculine, first declension in the feminine, and third declension
in the neuter.

15.4.1 0��, 0���, 0�� (sg. “every,” pl. “all”)

The actual stem of 0��, 0���, 0�� is 0���. As in the case of all third declen-
sion words, one must also memorize the genitive masculine singular form, in
addition to the masculine nominative form, because this form preserves the
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original stem. You should also memorize the feminine and neuter nominative
forms.

0��, 0���, 0�� (
√
0���)

⊕ Sg. Pl.

m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.
N 0�� 0��� 0�� 0����� 0���� 0����

G 0����� 0���� 0����� 0���;� 0��@� 0���;�

D 0���� 0��� 0���� 0���(�)2 0����� 0���(�)
A 0���� 0���� 0�� 0����� 0���� 0����

V 0�� 0��� 0�� 0����� 0���� 0����

Observations:

1. The feminine singular forms are of the �-impure class (cf. 6.4, ��-�).
2. The neuter nominative and accusative singular forms drop the � from the stem

0��� leaving 0��, and the � lengthens in compensation. But the neuter nomi-
native and accusative plural add � to the stem (0����).

3. As you would expect, the genitive and dative singular and plural forms of the
neuter are identical to the masculine forms.

Uses of ���, ��	
, ���

1. When 0�� is used in the attributive position, it denotes that the whole of
something is regarded as a sum of its parts. In other words, the thing is to
be taken as a whole: For example, I 0�� ���
� means “the whole law [in its
entirety].”

2. The predicate use of 0�� in the singular, without the article, can mean “every”
or “each” (e.g., 0�� E�!
�, “every deed”).

3. The predicate use of 0�� in the plural, without the article, can mean “all” (e.g.,
0����� <���

�, “all brothers”).

4. The predicate use of 0��, with the article, means “without exception” (e.g., 0��

I ���
�, “the entire law without exception”).
5. This adjective is also frequently employed by itself as a substantive: for example,

0�� (“everyone”), 0����� (“all people, everybody”), 0���� (“all things”).

2 When two consonants are deleted, as they are in the dative plural of the masculine and neuter, compen-
satory lengthening of the surviving stem vowel occurs: 0��� → 0� + �� → 0���. The penult accented
with a circumflex indicates that the � of 0��� is long.
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15.4.2 
# ���, 
# �
��, 
# �� (“no, no one, nothing”)

Another example of a “3-1-3” type adjective is 
U����:

⊕ m. fm. nt.

N 
U���� 
U����� 
U�A�

G 
U����� 
U������ 
U�����

D 
U���� 
U����� 
U����

A 
U�A�� 
U������ 
U�A�

1. 
U����, 
U�����, and 
U�A� are only used with the indicative mood. With non-
indicative moods, the alternative forms, ������, �������, ���A�, are used. It is
declined in the same way.

2. As a substantive, this term means “no one” (m./fm.) and “nothing” (nt.).
3. The neuter accusative form, 
U�A�, can also function adverbially meaning “in

no respect,” or “in no way.”

15.5 INDEFINITE PRONOUN: ���, ��

There is no indefinite article in Greek. The nearest equivalent is the indefinite pro-
noun, ��� and ��, meaning “anyone, someone” (m./f.), and “something” (nt.), though
the cordinal numbers, �y�, ���, a�, are also used this way, as they are inMGr (cf.15.9).
This is a pronoun of two terminations: In other words, the masculine and feminine
forms are identical. It declines as a third declension adjective. The stem is actually
���-.

���, �� (���)

⊕ m./fm. nt.
Sg.

N ��� ��

G ���
� (�����) ���
� (�����)
D ���� (����) ���� (����)
A ���� (����) ��

Pl.

N ����� (���A�) ���� (����)
G ���;� (���@�) ���;� (���@�)
D ����(�) (����[�]) ����(�) (����[�])
A ����� (�����) ���� (����)
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There are several important factors to bear in mind:

1. The indefinite pronoun is normally an enclitic (cf. Section 5.6.2). As you know,
enclitics throw their accent backon the last syllable of the previous word. For
this reason, ��� and �� should be pronounced as if they were part of the word
that precedes them.

2. When the disyllabic forms are accented, the accent always falls on the sec-
ond syllable (i.e., �����, not ���
�). The monosyllabic forms are accented when
standing first in a sentence.

3. In practice, ��� and �� often function in a manner similar to the English indefi-
nite article (“a,” “an”).

In Homer’s Odyssey, the one-eyed Cyclops, named Polyphemus, asks for
Odysseus’ name.Odysseus gave himself a false name,.d���, which is a combination
of 
U (“no”) and ��� (“someone”), in other words, “nobody!”3

15.6 THE INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN: ���, ��

The paradigmof the interrogative pronoun, ��� and �� (who?which? what? why?), is
almost identical to the indefinite pronoun. Therefore, special attention is required
here to avoid confusing these two very similar words. This pronoun can be distin-
guished on the basis of its accentuation. In contrast to the indefinite pronoun, the
interrogative pronoun is always accented.

���, �� (���)

⊕ m./fm. nt.
Sg.

N ���4 ��

G ���
� ���
�

D ���� ����

A ���� ��

Pl.

N ����� ����

G ���;� ���;�

D ����(�) ����(�)
A ����� ����

3 Od. 9.366, 408.
4 The final � drops out before the �: ���-� → ���.
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1. Note that this word is always accented on the irst syllable.
2. The acute accent on the nominative singular forms does not change to a grave

accent when followed immediately by another word.
3. The masculine and feminine nominative forms mean “who?” and the neuter

nominative form can mean “what?’” or “why?’”

15.7 REVIEWING QUESTIONWORDS

Over the previous lessons, we have learned the most commonly used question
words. Let us review them here:

How? 0@� (do not confuse with the enclitic 0B� which means “somewhere”)
When? 0��� (do not confuse with 0
�A which means “once, formerly”)
Where? 0
� (do not confuse with the enclitic 0
�, which means “somewhere”)
Why? ��

Who? ���

What? ��

15.8 COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVE OF TWO TERMINATIONS:

��*��, 
��*
�

The word ���%;� (“greater, larger”) is the comparative of �A!�� (“large, great”). One
way of forming a comparative adjective is to add -;�, -
�
�, and so on, as illustrated
by this paradigm:

���%;�, ��X%
� (���%
�)
Singular Plural

m./fm. nt. m./fm. nt.

N ���%;� ��X%
� ���%
���5 ���%
��6

G ���%
�
� ���%
�
� ���%��;� ���%��;�

D ���%
�� ���%
�� ���%
��(�) ���%
��(�)
A ���%
��7 ��X%
� ���%
���8 ���%
��9

V ��X%
� ��X%
� ���%
���10 ���%
��11

5 Or ���%
	�.
6 Or ���%;.
7 Or ���%;.
8 Or ���%
	�.
9 Or ���%;.
10 Or ���%
	�.
11 Or ���%;.
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1. When two things are compared with one another, a comparative adjective such
as ���%;� is often used, followed by a noun or pronoun in the genitive. This is
termed the genitive of comparison (“greater than . . . ”, cf. Section 5.13).

2. The superlative form of �A!�� is �A!���
�, ��!����, �A!���
� (“greatest”). Its
ending declines according to the pattern for the first and second declension
adjectives.

3. The comparative of 0
���, 0
���, 0
�� (“much, many”), is 0���;� (m./fm.),
0��X
� (nt.),12 meaning “more.” It follows this same basic declensional pattern
as ���%;�.

15.9 CARDINAL NUMBERS

The cardinal numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 are declined like adjectives.

Number 1

The cardinal number 1 follows the “3-1-3” type adjectival paradigm. The actual
stem of the masculine and neuter forms is ��.13 Needless to say, this word has no
plural forms!

�y�, ���, a�
m. fm. nt.

N �y� ��� a�

G W��� ���� W���

D W�� ��� W��

A a�� ���� a�

1. In the case of the masculine nominative form (�y�), the � of the stem �� drops
off when � is added, and the preceding vowel lengthens in compensation (W� +

� → W�� → W� → �V�).
2. Take note of the (editorial) rough breathing marks and accents. This will help

you distinguish:
■ �y� (= 1) from the preposition �T� (“into”)
■ a� (= 1) from the preposition =� (“in”)

3. Note also that the masculine and neuter forms have third declension endings,
whereas the feminine is first declension (�-pure).

12 Alternative forms: 0�A;�, 0�A
�.
13 Originally from the stem,���. The initial�dropped off and became a rough breathing (W�). Final � became
� (apparently) because it cannot stand at the end of a word. Thereafter, third declension endings were
added. Many other words follow this pattern, such as 
U����, 
U�����, and 
U�A� (a combination of 
U�A
+ �y�/���/a�; cf. ������, �������, ���A�).
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In theGNT, the cardinal numbers can also function as indefinite articles as they
do in MGr:

�y� <��� (a man)
��� !	�� (a woman)
z� �A��
� (a child)

You should now be able to translate the first clause of the Nicene Creed:
/�����; �T� a�� ��_� . . .��g �T� a�� ����
� ����
�� 6����_�. How would you parse
a��?

Number 2

Most of the forms of the cardinal number 2 are identical, except for the dative plural,
�	��(�). Needless to say, all its forms are plural:

m./fm./nt.

N ��
 (dhi-o)
G ��


D �	��(�) (dhi-si[n])
A ��


Number 3

The cardinal number 3 has identical forms in the masculine and feminine. Adjec-
tives that follow this pattern are termed adjectives of two terminations.

m./fm. nt.

N ���X� ����

G ���@� ���@�

D �����(�) �����(�)
A ���X� ����

Number 4

The cardinal number 4 is also an adjective of two terminations.

m./fm. nt.

N �A������ �A�����

G ������;� ������;�

D �A������(�) �A������(�)
A �A������ �A�����
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The cardinal numbers from 5 to 12, and from 15 to 199 are indeclinable: 0A��� (5),
a- (6), W0�� (7), J��B (8), =��A� (9), �A�� (10), a����� (11), �B���� (12), etc.14

Examples:

m. fm. nt.

�y� <��� (one man) ��� !	�� (one woman) a� �A��
� (one child)

��
 D����� (two men) ��
 !	��X��� (two women) ��
 �A��� (two children)

���X� D����� (three men) ���X� !	��X��� (three women) ���� �A��� (three children)

�A������ D����� (four men) �A������ !	��X��� (four women) �A����� �A��� (four children)

0A��� D����� (five men) 0A��� !	��X��� (five women) 0A��� �A��� (five children)

a- D����� (six men) a- !	��X��� (six women) a- �A��� (six children)

15.10 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. ��������, -A;�, I (va-si-lefs, -e-os), king (cf. ��������)
2. E��
�, -
	�, �� (eth-nos, -ous), nation pl., �L E���, “the Gentiles”
3. �A����, -��
�, �� (the-li-ma, -a-tos), will (as a noun), desire (as a noun)

(cf. �A�;)
4. ���%;�, -
� (mi-zon, -on), larger, greater (comp. of �A!��)
5. ?�
��, -��
�, �� (o-no-ma, -a-tos), name (noun)
6. h���� (m.), v��� (fm.), h�� (nt.)15 (o-stis, i-tis, o-ti), who, which, whoever,

whichever (try not to confuse the nt. form of h����with h��meaning “because”
or “that”). These relative pronouns are declinable (cf. ���, ��).

7. 
U����, 
U����� (m. gen); 
U����� (fm.), 
U�A� (nt.) (ou-dhis, ou-dhe-nos; ou-
dhe-mi-a, ou-dhen), no one, nothing, no (used with ind.)

8. ������, �s����� (m. gen); ������� (gen.), ���A� (mi-dhis, mi-dhe-nos; mi-dhe-
mi-a, mi-dhen), no one, nothing (used with non-indicative moods)

9. 0��, 0����� (m. gen); 0��� (fm.), 0�� (nt.) (pas, pan-dos; pa-sa, pan), (1)
without the article “each, every”; pl. all; (2) with the article entire, whole, all; (3)
everyone, all things

10. C0��, C0���, C0�� (a-pas, a-pa-sa, a-pan), this is an intensive form of 0��,
0���, 0��

11. 0���;� (m./fm.), 0���
�
� (m./fm. gen.), 0���
� (nt.) (pli-on, pli-on-os, pli-
on), more; comparative of 0
���

12. ����
�, -
	�, �� (sko-tos, -ous), darkness (cf. ��
���) (for paradigm, see E��
�,
-
	�, Section 15.3)

13. �0A���, -��
�, �� (sper-ma, -a-tos), seed (of plants, cf. Section 21.7); in plural
form it oftenmeans “descendants” or “children”; in Johannine literature, notably

14 The numbers 13 and 14 both decline (�������X�, -����; �����A������, -�).
15 But sometimes written h �� to avoid confusion.
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also “nature” or “character,” such that one can speak of the “divine �0A���” in
human beings.

14. �@��, -���
�, �� (so-ma, -ma-tos), body, physical body
15. ���, �� (tis, ti), who? which? what? why? (interrogative)
16. ���, �� (tis, ti), anyone, anything, someone, something, some, any, a certain, a/an

(enclitic indefinite pronoun)

Numbers (
V <����
�)
17. �y� (m.), ��� (fm.), a� (nt.) (is,mi-a, en), one (do not confuse �y� with �T�, and a�

with =�)
18. ��
, �	��(�) (dat.) (dhi-o, dhi-si[n]), two
19. ���X� (m., fm.), ���� (nt.) (tris, tri-a), three
20. �A������ (m., fm.), �A����� (nt.) (tes-sa-res, tes-sa-ra), four

You have previously learned:

■ 0A��� (pen-de), five (indeclinable)
■ a- (eks), six (indeclinable)
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16.

Perfect and

Pluperfect Active,

Middle, and Passive

Indicative

16.1 REVIEW OF THE THREE GREEK ASPECTS

As you know, there are three aspects. Each of these aspects is associated with a par-
ticular tense, as follows:

Aoristic aspect → first and second aorist tenses, and sometimes present
and future tenses

Imperfective aspect → imperfect, and often the present and future tenses
Perfective aspect → perfect and pluperfect tenses

These three Greek aspects can be explained using the analogy of a parade. Imag-
ine yourself as a newspaper reporter in a helicopter flying over a parade. From this
bird’s-eye view you are able to view the parade in its entirety as a complete or undif-
ferentiated totality, without further definition. This perspective can be compared to
the aoristic aspect of the aorist tense.

Now, consider your changed perspective if you were a spectator standing on
the street with others, watching the parade as it passed by you. You would view

Figure: Panel relief on sarcophagus (Istanbul Archaeological Museum).

Figure: Two women flanked by the carvings of spindle and distaff (Kadinhani, central Turkey, IKonya 146).
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the action as an event in progress. This corresponds to the imperfective aspect of
the imperfect tense. Finally, think of yourself as the administrator in charge of plan-
ning this parade. You have worked on this project for the previous year. When you
watch the parade, you now perceive it from the perspective of all of your previous
actions, and months of planning, which made this day possible. In other words,
you view the parade in its perfective aspect, that is, as an outcome in the present
arising from prior actions. This is the connotation of the perfective of the perfect
tense.1

16.2 THE PERFECTIVE ASPECT

The aspect of the perfect tense is termed perfective. The perfective aspect conceives
of a verbal action as a present state of affairs that has resulted from a prior action: for
example,��
������ ��� 
T���� (“I have built the house” [and it is still standing]).2

Similarly, in the statement “the heavenly kingdom has come near,”3 the verb “has
come near” is in the perfect tense. Its aspect implies that the establishment of the
“kingdom of God” in the past has ongoing consequences for those living in the
present. Thus, one must often take special notice of the use of the perfect tense
because it can introduce a verbal action in a more defined or complex way than the
aorist tense does.

The perfective aspect is sometimes referred to as the “stative” aspect. It can be
used to describe a present state resulting from a past action. For example, the verb

R�� is perfect in tense. It means “I know” (i.e., I am in a present state of knowing
something because of having come to know something in the past). Similarly, as
we shall see, the passive form of the verb !��
; (“I write”) and the active form
of k����� (“I stand,” cf. Chapter 20) often appear in the GNT in the perfect tense,
but they are translated using the English present tense: “It is written” and “I am
standing.”

perfect of !��
;→ a book is (now) written (because of the past action of
it having been written)

perfect of k����� → I am presently standing (because of the past action of
having stood myself up)

Thus, the Greek perfect tense is often translated into English using the helping
words “has” or “have” (e.g., “he has said,” “they have said”). But in the case of stative
verbs, it is often preferable to translate them using the present tense.

1 Cf. Stanley E. Porter, Verbal Aspect in the Greek of the New Testament, with Reference to Tense and Mood
(New York: Peter Lang, 1989), chs. 2, 4, 5, 9.

2 Cf. 1 Kings 8:48; 2 Chron 6:2.
3 b!!���� !L� � �������� �@� 
U���@� (Matt 3:2).

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:47:36 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.018

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



Perfect and Pluperfect Active, Middle, and Passive Indicative 139

16.3 FORMING THE PERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE

1. The perfect active tense is formed from the fourth principal part. As you will
recall, the fourth and fifth principal parts are perfect tenses.
■ fourth principal part – perfect active tense
■ fifth principal part – perfect middle and or passive tense.

Many thematic verbs will either have a fourth and fifth principal part,
which are active and passive, respectively. Other verbs will lack a fourth
principal part, and the fifth principal part is middle. It is certainly true that
some verbs in the GNT have no examples of a fourth principal part, even
though they do have a fifth principal part that functions as a passive. For
example, 0������@ in 2 Cor 7:13 appears as 0������������ (“we have
been comforted”), and 
T�
�
�@ appears in Luke 4:29 as��
�����
 (“was
built”). Even though the fourth principal parts of these verbs do not occur
in the GNT, they do occur elsewhere in Hellenistic literature. Thus, these
verbs do not really present exceptions to this rule.

2. If the verb stem begins with a consonant, this initial consonant is reduplicated,
with an � inserted between them. For example, the perfect stem of �	; is �	-
(the same as the present stem). When the first consonant is reduplicated, the
stem becomes ���	-.

3. But if the first consonant is, 
, 7, or �, this consonant is deaspirated when it is
reduplicated to the corresponding unvoiced stop as follows:


 → 0 (e.g., 
��A; → 0�
��-)
7 → � (e.g., 7���%
��� → ��7����-)
� → � (e.g., ��; → ���	-)

4. If the stem begins with an initial vowel, it may lengthen, as in the case of the
aorist and imperfect tenses.However, in actual practice, the initial vowel is often
left unchanged.

5. Next, the perfect tense formative, ��, is added to the end of the stem (e.g., ���	-
→ ���	��-). A perfect verb formed with �� as a tense consonant is termed a
irst perfect. However, some verbs form a perfect tense with only -� (not -��).
This is known as a second perfect tense.

6. Finally, because the perfect tense is a primary tense, it takes primary endings
(as do the present and future tenses). The � in the tense formative �� appears
to have replaced the connecting vowel, except in the third-person singular4

(reduplication/vowel lengthening + perfect active stem + [�]� + primary active
ending).

4 Cf. Smyth, 463a.
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This can be summarized as follows:

Perfect Active Indicative of ��;

⊕ Sg.

1 �A�	��5 (le-li-ka) (I have set free)
2 �A�	��� (le-li-kas) (you have set free)
3 �A�	��(�) (le-li-ke[n]) (he/she/it has set free)

Pl.
1 ��������� (le-li-ka-men) (we have set free)
2 �������� (le-li-ka-te) (you [pl.] have set free)
3 ��������(�)6 (le-li-kasi[n]) (they have set free)

Note: The � of the tense formative, ��, is always short, except in the third plural,
where the � is long due to compensatory lengthening (but this does not affect the
accenting of the antepenult because the ultima is short). The short � allows the
antepenult to be accented (e.g., �A�	��).

16.4 SOME PERFECT ACTIVE FORMS OF PREVIOUSLY
LEARNED VERBS

Present Perfect

D!; u7� (�! → �7) (2 pf.)
(The ! of the stem is aspirated to 7, as often
happens with second perfects having stems
ending in a labial or velar.)

<������; <���A���� (cf. 2 aor. <�A���)
��������; �����A���� (cf. 2 aor. ���A���)

!��B��; E!�;�� (cf. 2 aor. E!�;�)
�^����; �S����

�A!; �>���� (cf. fut. =�@,
√

F��)
�A�; ���A����

I�@ (-�;) W����� / WB����
0��; 0A0;��

0�0�; 0A0�;��


A�; =���
7� (cf. 2 aor. b��!��)

5 I.e., no ending is added.
6 As you will recall, the third pl. primary ending is -���. � changes to �, and � then drops out before
� (-��� → ��� → ��).
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16.5 PERFECT ACTIVE OF CONTRACT VERBS

The perfect tense of contract verbs is easy to form because there are no vocalic con-
tractions. To form the perfect tense of these verbs, reduplicate the initial consonant,
or lengthen the intial vowel, and then lengthen the final contract vowel of the verb
stem (� → �, � → �, 
 → ;). Next, add the �� tense formative and the perfect
endings. Here are some examples:

Pres. act. Pf. act.

<!�0@ (-�;) s!�0���

�T�@ (-A;) br����

<�
�
	�@ (-A;) s�
�
�����

<����@ (-A;) s��A����

���@ (-A;) ��������

����	�@ (-A;) �����������

0���@ (-�;) 0�0���;��

0
�@ (-A;) 0�0
����

���@ (-A;) ��������

Do you know the famous story of Archimedes? When he stepped into the bathtub,
he noticed that the more his body sank into the water, the more the water was dis-
placed out of the bathtub. He realized that he couldmeasure the volume of an object
by submerging it into water and then collecting and measuring the volume of the
displaced water. When he made this discovery, he famously cried out the perfect
form of �^����;: �S����! �S����! (“I have found it! I have found it!”).

16.6 FORMING THE SECOND PERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE

As explained above, some verbs form a perfect without the � of the first perfect ��
tense formative. These are termed second perfects. For example, the grammatical
form of 
R�� is a second perfect.7 Similarly, 0���; (pi-tho) also forms a second
perfect: 0A0
��� (pe-pi-tha). The perfect of 0���; can mean “I trust” (followed
by dat. or =� + dat.), in contrast with the present tense (“I persuade,” cf. Chapter
10 vocabulary). The verb 0A0
��� expresses stative aspect and is better translated
using the present tense in English (cf. Matt 27:43; Phil 2:24; 2 Thess 3:4), as in the
case of 
R��. Here is the full second perfect active paradigm of 0���;:

7 In Attic Greek, 
R�� is an athematic verb in some forms (>����, >���) from
√

F�� (cf. �R�
�). These athe-
matic forms are also found in the GNT (e.g., >��� [Jas 1:19; Eph 5:5; Heb 12:17], >���� [Acts 26:4]). The
pluperfect form is br����, b����, etc., but is translated like an imperfect.
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Second Perfect Active Indicative of 0���;

Sg.

1 0A0
��� (pe-pi-tha) (I trust)
2 0A0
���� (pe-pi-thas) (you trust)
3 0A0
���(�) (pe-pi-the[n]) (he/she/it trusts)

Pl.
1 0�0
������ (pe-pi-tha-men) (we trust)
2 0�0
����� (pe-pi-tha-te) (you [pl.] trust)
3 0�0
�����(�) (pe-pi-tha-si[n]) (they trust)

16.7 SECOND PERFECT OF 
% � (“I KNOW”)

The verb 
R�� (i-dha) forms a second perfect tense (although it functions as if it
were a present tense). As you know, the paradigm is as follows:

Second Perfect Active Indicative of 
R��

⊕ Sg.

1 
R�� (i-dha) (I know)
2 
R��� (i-dhas) (you know)
3 
R��(�) (i-dhe[n]) (he/she/it knows)

Pl.

1 
>����� (i-dha-men) (we know)
2 
>���� (i-dha-te) (you [pl.] know)
3 
>����(�) (i-dha-si[n]) (they know)

Historical Note

The root of 
R�� originally beganwith a digamma,
√

F�
-,
√

F��
- , or
√

F��
(�)-,
comparable to the Latin word video. Thus, 
R�� is closely related to the stem of
the second aorist verb �R�
�, which is also

√
��- (cf. >��, T�
�). By implication

there is a close relationship between “knowing” and “seeing” in the Greek lan-
guage. The root F�
- became the stem 
T�- in the perfect indicative and �T�- in
most other tenses and moods, from which the pluperfect, br����, is derived.

16.8 PERFECT ACTIVE OF &��

As you will recall, the root of E7; (“I have”) is
√
�(�)7 (not

√
�7). As noted above,

this root reappeared in its second aorist form, E�7
�. The perfect form, E�7���

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:47:36 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.018

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



Perfect and Pluperfect Active, Middle, and Passive Indicative 143

(e-skhi-ka), is probably the result of metathesis8 (i.e., ��7 → �7� → �7�). We can
now summarize the four principal parts of E7;:

1. present E7; (I have) → imperfect: �R7
� (I used to have)
2. future a-; (I will have)
3. second aorist E�7
� (I had)
4. perfect E�7��� (I have had)

16.9 FORMATION OF THE PERFECT PASSIVE INDICATIVE

The primary passive endings are used for both the middle and passive forms, as in
the case of the present and future tenses. As you know, these are:

Sg. Pl.

1 -��� -����
2 -��� -���
3 -��� -����

In the perfect passive tense, these endings are attached directly to the verb stem
without any connecting vowel or tense consonant (i.e., reduplication + perfect pas-
sive stem + primary passive ending).9 Thus, the perfect passive of ��; is:

Perfect Passive Indicative of ��;
⊕ Sg.

1 �A�	��� (le-li-me) (I have been set free)
2 �A�	��� (le-li-se) (you have been set free)
3 �A�	��� (le-li-te) (he/she/it has been set free)

Pl.
1 �������� (le-li-me-tha) (we have been set free)
2 �A�	��� (le-lis-the) (you [pl.] have been set free)
3 �A�	���� (le-lin-de) (they have been set free)

8 I.e., the interchange of places between two sounds in a word.
9 The perfect passive of D!; is:

Sg. Pl.

1 u!��� (i-gme) u!���� (i-gme-tha)
2 u-�� (i-kse) u7�� (i-khthe)
3 u���� (i-kte) (forms a periphrastic pluperfect)

Notice in this case how the final ! changes depending on the initial consonant of the personal ending.
When a verb stem ends in a labial (0, �, 
), velar (�, !, 7), or dental (�, �, �) consonant, the consonant
undergoes a change in forming the perfect passive. For more information see cf. Smyth, Chapter 409.
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16.10 FORMATION OF THE PERFECT MIDDLE INDICATIVE

The perfect middle indicative is formed the same way, with the same endings, as
the perfect passive indicative. We will use the perfect middle of =!���; (e-yi-ro),
namely =!�!�����, as an example:

Sg.

1 =!�!����� (e-yi-yer-me) (I have raised)
2 =!�!����� (e-yi-yer-se) (you have raised)
3 =!�!����� (e-yi-yer-te) (he/she/it has raised)

Pl.
1 =!�!A����� (e-yi-yer-me-tha) (we have raised)
2 =!�!����10 (e-yi-yer-the) (you [pl.] have raised)
3 (forms a periphrastic pluperfect instead)11

16.11 DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN THE PERFECT MIDDLE AND
PASSIVE INDICATIVE

Most of what was said about the present passive andmiddle voice in Chapter 11 can
also be applied to the perfect tense:

1. If the lexical form of the fourth principal part is active – in other words, it ends
in -�� (first perfect), or -� (second perfect) – then it is an active verb in the
perfect tense, and the fifth principal part is usually a passive form.

2. If, on the other hand, no active form is listed in the fourth column of the table
of principal parts, then the form listed in the fifth column (i.e., fifth principal
part) is usually amiddle form.12

For example, the first five principal parts of 0���; are as follows:

1 2 3 4 5

0���;, 0���;, E0����, 0A0
���, 0A0������

The fourth principal part ends in -� (0A0
���). Therefore, 0���; forms an
active (second) perfect and the fifth principal part, 0A0������, is a passive form.

10 The � between two consonants drops out: hence, -� + ��→ ��. In the second pl. pf. mid./pass. of liquid
stems �/�/� + �� → ��, ��, ��.

11 See Section 19.8.
12 It is certainly true that some verbs have no examples of an active fourth principal part in the GNT, even

though they do have a fifth principal part that is passive (cf. Section 16.3).
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Now let us look at the principal parts of =!���; (“I raise”):

1 2 3 4 5

=!���;, =!��@, b!����, — , =!�!�����

According to the table of principal parts, this verb has no fourth principal part.
This means that it has no perfect active form. Therefore, the fifth principal part,
=!�!�����, is perfect middle, not passive. When in doubt, let your lexicon be your
guide!

16.12 THE PLUPERFECT TENSE

The pluperfect is the past tense of the perfect. Whereas the perfect tense refers to a
state of affairs in the present, the pluperfect describes a state of affairs that is past.
The pluperfect is employed less frequently than the perfect tense, except in the case
of a few verbs such as 
R��. Though you are not required to memorize all of the
following information, you should develop a basic working knowledge of the plu-
perfect tense, including the ability to identify and parse pluperfect verbs.

1. The pluperfect active is formed from the same principal part as the perfect
active, namely the fourth principal part.

2. As in the case of the perfect, if the stem begins with a consonant, this initial
consonant is reduplicated with an � inserted between them.

3. As in the case of all past tenses in the indicative mood, the pluperfect should
also have an initial syllabic augment (�), but in practice this augment is often
missing.

4. The tense formative for the pluperfect is ���. This tense formative is added to
the end of the verb stem. These are termed first pluperfects. However, some
pluperfects are formed without adding the � of the tense formative. These are
termed second pluperfects.

5. Because it is a past tense, the pluperfect takes secondary endings ([augment] +

reduplication + perfect active stem + [�]�� + secondary active endings).

First Pluperfect Active Indicative of ��;

Sg.

1 (=)�������� ([e]-le-li-kin) (I had set free)13

2 (=)�������� ([e]-le-li-kis) (you had set free)
3 (=)�������14 ([e]-le-li-ki) (he/she/it had set free)

13 Because the translation “to untie” is awkward here, I have translated this verb as “to set free” instead.
14 There is no movable � in the third sg. Otherwise, it would be identical to the first sg.
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Pl.

1 (=)���������� ([e]-le-li-ki-men) (we had set free)
2 (=)��������� ([e]-le-li-ki-te) (you [pl.] had set free)
3 (=)����������15 ([e]-le-li-ki-san) (they had set free)

The pluperfect passive also employs secondary endings, with no tense conso-
nant or connecting vowels:

Pluperfect Passive Indicative of ��;

Sg.

1 (=)������� ([e]-le-li-min) (I had been set free)
2 (=)�A�	�
 ([e]-le-li-so) (you had been set free)
3 (=)�A�	�
 ([e]-le-li-to) (he/she/it had been set free)

Pl.
1 (=)�������� ([e]-le-li-me-tha) (we had been set free)
2 (=)�A�	��� ([e]-le-lis-the) (you [pl.] had been set free)
3 (=)�A�	��
 ([e]-le-lin-do) (they had been set free)

16.13 PLUPERFECT OF 
% � (“I KNOW”)

The verb 
R�� forms a second pluperfect as its past tense. Because 
R�� is translated
in the present tense, the pluperfect form is translated as a simple past tense. The
original root of 
R�� was

√
F ��� (19.3) (and is closely related to �R�
� →

√
F ��).

Thus, the unaugmented stem of the pluperfect stem of 
R�� is ���-. When the intial
diphthong is lengthened, it becomes br�-.

Second Pluperfect Active Indicative of 
R��
Sg.

1 br���� (i-dhin) (I knew)
2 br���� (i-dhis) (you knew)
3 br��� (i-dhi) (he/she/it knew)

Pl.
1 br������ (i-dhi-men) (we knew)
2 br����� (i-dhi-te) (you [pl.] knew)
3 br������ (i-dhi-san) (they knew)

15 -��� is an alternative third plural secondary ending.
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16.14 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <����@ (-A;) (as-the-no), I am sick, ill, weak; 1 aor.s��A����, pf. act.s��A����
2. !���@ (-�;) (yen-no), I give birth to a child (of women);16 pass. I am born;

fut.!�����; (yen-ni-so), 1 aor. =!A����� (e-yen-ni-sa), pf. act.!�!A����� (ye-
yen-ni-ka), pf. pass. !�!A������ (ye-yen-ni-me) (Note that the stem has a dou-
ble � (!����- ). This will help you distinguish it from fut. and second aorist
forms of !��
���, whose stem is !��-.)

3. !���������, -A;�, I (gram-ma-tefs, -e-os) a scribe, an expert in the Torah (for
paradigm, cf. ��������, Section 15.2)

4. !��
; (gra-fo), I write; fut. !��9;, 1 aor. E!��9�, 2 pf. act. !A!��
�, pf.
pass. !A!������

5. =��X��� (e-ki-then), from there (adv.); cf. =��X (the -��� ending indicates move-
ment away from something)

6. �
��
�, I (dhou-los), a slave, a servant (cf. Section 21.6)

Box 1.  
��
�

As a juridical term �
��
� is contrasted with =������
� (free). In the Graeco-
Roman world, the term �
��
� specified a slave who was subject to the power of
a “master” or “owner” (���0����, dominus). In antiquity, slaves had no juridical
status. They were usually viewed as objects of possession. A �
��
� belonged to
the 
R�
� of his owner. For this reason, a �
��
� was sometimes called a 
T�A���
(house slave).

The term �
��
� also has a religious connotation, corresponding to the
Hebrew term, re± (eved) designating a “servant” of a household, or a worshipper
of God, or a prophet. Almost half of the occurrences of �
��
� in the New Tes-
tament are found in Paul’s letters (i.e., 47 out of 127). In Paul’s writings, �
��
�
is used in both ways.

7. �A��; (mel-lo), I am about to (+ infin.), as periphrasis for future, I am going
to . . . ; fut. ������;; impf. E����
� and b����
�

8. ���A�� (mi-ke-ti), no longer, no more (with non-ind. moods; cf. 
U�A��)
9. 
Q (ou), where (adv. of place), derived from the relative pronoun, h� (
Q can

also mean “whose”)
10. ?7�
�, I (o-khlos) a crowd, a throng ormob of common people (cf. “ochlopho-

bia,” which means “fear of crowds”)
11. 0����
�, �� (pe-dhi-on), child, infant (cf. pediatrician, which literally means a

“healer of children”)

16 Avoid the archaic English translations, “begat” and “begot.” The idea of conceiving a child is also
expressed by the verb �	�������;. Originally, !���@ was used of a man’s part in the process of procre-
ation and the verb, ����;, was used of a woman. But the GNT does not strictly observe this distinction,
using the verb !���@ of both men and women.
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12. 0�X�, 0�����, I or � (pes, pe-dhos), a boy, a girl, youth (below the age of
puberty)17

13. 0������@ (-A;) (pa-ra-ka-lo), I beg, urge; encourage; request, appeal to;
invite; pf. mid. 0����A������18 (in MGr, “please, you’re welcome”)

14. 0�����, 0�����
�, � (pa-tris, pa-tri-dhos), homeland, hometown (cf. 0����)
15. 0
���
��� (po-rev-o-me), I go, proceed; fut. 0
����
���, impf. mid.

=0
��	���� (the aorist form is passive deponent, cf. Section 17.3)19

16. 0��� (prin), before (i.e., a marker of one point in time before another)
17. �A���, -��
�, �� (te-ras, -a-tos), an object of wonder, portent, omen; when

combined with ����X�, it is often translated together as “signs and wonders”
18. ���� (to-te), then, at that time
19. ����, � (ti-mi), honor, respect; price, value

Box 2. ��
�

In ancient Mediterranean society, the primary core social values were ����

(“honor”) and its opposite, “shame” (�T�7���). Simply stated, ���� refers to one’s
public reputation. Competing for honor and protecting oneself from shame per-
meated every aspect of public life in the ancient world.

For this reason, the vocabulary of “honor” and “shame” is pervasive in the
literature of late antiquity including the GNT. Terms such as “praise” (E0���
�),
“praiseworthy” (=0�������), “good/generous” (<!����), “grace” (7����), “gen-
erous” (=��	�A��
�), “shameful” (�T�7���), “reputation” (��-�), “I honor sby”
(�
-�%;, ���@, �A�
���), and “virtue” (<����), to name but a few, are all related
to the concept of ����.

16.15 SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

16.15.1 Perfect Active Forms

1 Perfects
<������; <���A����

<0
��A��; <0A������

��������; �����A����

���A; ��������

0��; 0A0;��

0�0�; 0A0�;��

0����; 0A0��7�

17 The gen. pl. of this third declension noun is accented irregularly with an acute on the penult: 0���;�
(cf. 14.1).

18 But the pf. pass. form, 0������������, is attested in 2 Cor 7:13 (cf. Section 16.3, n. 4).
19 However, the m. acc. pl. pf. mid. ptc., 0�0
��	�A�
	�, is attested in 1 Pet 4:3.
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2 Perfects

<�
�; <���
�

!��
��� !A!
��

!��
; !A!��
�

E�7
��� =���	��

������; �>��
�

0���; 0A0
���

16.15.2 Perfect Middle Forms

�A7
��� �A��!���

=!���; =!�!�����

�U�!!���%
��� �U�!!A������

���
��� ���A����

0
���
��� 0�0���	���

16.15.3 Perfect Passive Forms

Pres. Pf. pass.
<!�0�; s!�0����

�>�; u����

<0
��A��; <0A�������

��0��%; ����0������

!��
��� !�!A�����

!��B��; E!�;����

!��
; !A!������

����0��; ������0�	���

����; �A������

���A; ���������

�A!; �>�����

���A; ���������

0���; 0A0������

0�����; 0�0����	���

0����; 0�0���;���

0
�A; 0�0
�����

0����; 0A0��!���

�
��!�%; =�
��!�����


�����; 0�
��A�;���


A�; =����!���


;��%; 0�
B������
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17.

Aorist Passive and

Future Passive

Indicative

17.1 AORIST PASSIVE INDICATIVE

The aorist passive voice is the opposite of the aorist active voice: The subject is the
recipient of the action of the verb (e.g., “he was found,” “he was killed”). In a pas-
sive construction, the person who performed the action may be expressed by the
preposition ^0� (“by”): for example, “He was found by the soldier.” This prepo-
sition is followed by the genitive case (e.g., ^0_ �U�
�, “by him”). By definition,
this sixth principal part is the first person singular aorist passive form. The aorist
passive tense is formed on the sixth principal part as follows:

1. If the verb stembeginswith a consonant, add a syllabic augment (�) to the begin-
ning of the stem. If the stem begins with a vowel (or double vowel), follow the
same rules as the first aorist active.

2. Attach the aorist passive tense formative, ��, to the end of the verb stem. (This
��makes it easy for you to distinguish the aorist passive from the aorist middle
form.)

3. Attach the following secondary active secondary endings.

Figure: Relief of horseman brandishing a spear, and funeral banquet with seated woman, and two reclining
men (Bagyurdu, central Turkey, IKonya 189).

Figure: Relief of two horsemen galloping toward one another, between whom stands a small man (Bozkir,
Taurus mountains, IKonya 187).
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Sg. Pl.

1 -� -���
2 -� -��
3 - -���

First Aorist Passive Indicative of ��;
⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 =����� (e-li-thin) =������� (e-li-thi-men)
2 =����� (e-li-this) =������ (e-li-thi-te)
3 =���� (e-li-thi) =������� (e-li-thi-san)

Many passive forms are quite predictable and easy to parse. However, the sixth
principal parts of many high frequency verbs do undergo minor or major changes.
For example:

present aorist passive

���A; → =������1 (minor change)
�A!; → =��A���2 (major change, cf. fut. act. =�@)

Note: The following verbs form aorist passive deponent forms. In other words, it is
passive in form, but active in meaning. The three most commonly occurring verbs
in the GNT that form aorist passive deponents are <0
����
���, 

�A
���, and
0
���
���.

Present Middle Aorist Passive (deponent)

<0
����
��� → <0�������3 (I answered)


�A
��� → =

����� (I feared)
0
���
��� → =0
������ (I went)

17.2 AORIST PASSIVE OF VERBS ENDING IN VELARS, DENTALS,
AND LABIALS

The stems of verbs ending in velars, dentals, and labials aremodified by the addition
of -�� as follows:

1 ���- shows up in words such as ������ (“calling, vocation”), and the corresponding adjective, ������, -�,

-�� (“called”).
2 The root of =�@ was probably F ��. Both the second and sixth principal parts are connected to Homeric
�>�; (“I say”). In the case of the aorist passive, the primitive root, F ��, seems to have become F ��, and the
� was doubled when the verb is augmented.

3 As you know, <0
����
��� forms an aoristmiddle instead, viz. <0���������.
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labials: 0, �, 
 + �� → 
��-
I��; → {
��-�4 (cf. fut. stem: 
0-)
������; → =���
��-� (cf. 2 aor. E���
�)

velars: �, !, 7 + �� → 7��-

A�; → s�A7��-� (cf. 2 aor. b��!��)
D!; → b7��-�

dentals: �, �, � (or %) + �� → ���-
�U�!!���%
��� → �U�!!������-�

In practice, many aorist passive stems cannot be easily predicted. To avoid con-
fusion, it is recommended that you consult a table of principal parts when in doubt.

17.3 THE SECOND AORIST PASSIVE

In the passive voice, the term “second” aorist has a very different meaning than it
does in the active voice. In the passive voice, the term “second” aoristmeans that the
� of the �� passive tense formative is missing. This usage is similar to the so-called
second perfect, which has no � in the tense formative.

Neither the first or second aorist passive has a connecting vowel. In the case of
the second aorist passive, the secondary endings are attached to the stem with only
� (not ��) as the tense formative. One of the most frequently occurring examples
of a second aorist passive is the verb !��
;:

Sg. Pl.

1 =!��
�� =!��
����

2 =!��
�� =!��
���

3 =!��
� =!��
����

17.4 FUTURE PASSIVE INDICATIVE

The future passive is formed on the same principal part as the aorist passive, namely
the sixth principal part. For this reason, you should never have problems distin-
guishing a future passive verb from a future middle verb. Following the stem you
will find a �� (indicating passive voice), followed by � (indicating future tense), and
the passive endings.

As you know, the future tense does not have an augment. Therefore, to deter-
mine the future stem, youmust remove the syllabic augment from the sixth principal
part, or shorten the initial vowel to its original length:

4 In the third sg., this verb can mean “appeared.” Cf. fut. act. ?9
���, with 
0- as its stem.
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First principal part Sixth principal part Future passive form

������; =����7��� → ����7���
���

=!���; s!A���� → =!A����
���

To form the future passive indicative:

1. Attach the tense formative, ��� (remember that � is the sign of the future).
2. Attach the primary passive endings using 
/� as a connecting vowel. In other

words, add the same endings as employed in the present passive indicative.
Thus, the future passive of ��; is:

Future Passive Indicative of ��;

⊕ Sg.
1 �	���
��� (li-thi-so-me) (I will be set free)
2 �	���� (li-thi-si) (you will be set free)
3 �	������� (li-thi-se-te) (he/she/it will be set free)

Pl.

1 �	�������� (li-thi-so-me-�a) (we will be set free)
2 �	������� (li-thi-ses-�e) (you [pl.] will be set free)
3 �	���
���� (li-thi-son-de) (they will be set free)

As noted above, some verbs have unexpected sixth principal parts. For exam-
ple, the sixth principal part of 
A�; is s�A7��� (i-ne-khthin). In the passive, it can
mean to “be moved,” or “be driven” by something or someone such as God or the
Spirit.

The future passive form is derived from the sixth principal part (not from the
future active form, which is 
>�;). Thus, the future passive will be formed on the
unaugmented stem, =��7- , as follows:

Future Passive Indicative of 
A�;

Sg.

1 =��7���
��� (e- ne-khthi-so-me) (I will have been moved/driven)
2 =��7���� (e- ne-khthi-si) (you will have been moved/

driven)
3 =��7������� (e- ne-khthi-se-te) (he/she/it will have been

moved/driven)
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Pl.
1 =��7�������� (e- ne-khthi-so-me-�a) (we will have been moved/driven)
2 =��7������� (e- ne-khthi-ses-�e) (you [pl.] will have been

moved/driven)
3 =��7���
���� (e- ne-khthi-son-de) (they will have been

moved/driven)

17.5 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. E-����(�) (e-kse-sti[n]), impers. (third sg.), it is possible, it is permitted, it is
lawful (often used this way in the Gospels) (this is a compound form of the
third sg. of �T��)

2. E�
�, E�
	�, �� (e-tos, e-tous), year; it is important to know the plural forms
because they occur much more frequently than do the singular forms: E��
(nom./acc. pl.), =�@� (gen. pl.), E����(�) (dat. pl.) (for the full third declension
paradigm, see E��
�, -
	�, Section 15.3)

3. �U���, �U�A;� (ef-this, ef-the-os) (adv.), immediately, at once; “then” (esp. in
Mark’s gospel)

4. �������
�, I (krav-va-tos), a stretcher, a poor man’s bed/mat
5. J��B (ok-to), eight (cf. “octopus, octagon”)
6. 0���
�, -
	�, ��, (pli-thos, -ous), a crowd, a quantity
7. 

�
���� (-A
���) (fo-vou-me),5 I fear, am afraid (of); 1 aor. pass. =

����� is

deponent. Thus =

����means “he feared,” not “he was feared” (cf. “phobia”)
8. ��
�, -��, � (sto-a, -as), shaded porch or portico

Health and Healing
9. <��A����, � (as-the-ni-a),6 weakness, illness (cf. <����@ [-A;])
10. ����0��; (the-ra-pev-o), I heal, cure; serve; fut. ����0���;, 1 aor.

=����0�	��, pf. mid. ������0�	���, 1 aor. pass. =����0�����7 (cf. therapeutic)
11. -����, -�, -�� (ksi-ros, -a, -on), lit. dry (cf. “xerox,” meaning a dry photocopy);

in the Gospels, this word often means “paralyzed”
12. ^!���, -A� (i-yi-is, -es), whole, sound, healthy (adj. of two terminations) (for

the paradigm of this adjective, see <�����, -A�, Section 14.5) (^!���� means
“health”)

13. 7;���, -�, -�� (kho-los, -i, -on), lame, unable to walk

5 

�A; properly means “to make sby afraid,” but in demotic speech it has become 

��%;.
6 Contrary to the general rule, abstract �-pure nouns, which are derived from adjectives ending in −��/-��,

and whose stems end in −��, have short � in the ending (not long) in the singular nom. and acc. forms
(Smyth 219.2 b). This allows the antepenult to be accented: <��A����, <��������, <�������, <��A�����
(cf. <������).

7 Cf. John 5:10; Luke 8:2; Acts 4:14. Here we have example of a pf. verb with bothmiddle and passive forms,
and no fourth principal part is attested in the GNT.
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17.6 REFERENCE: AORIST PASSIVE FORMS OF COMMONLY
OCCURRING GREEK VERBS

1. <!�0�;, s!�0����

2. D!;, b7���

3. �>�;, b����

4. <�
�;, s�
�����

5. <��!!A��;, <��!!A���∗

6. <0
��A��;, <0�������∗

7. !����;, =!�������

8. !��
���, =!������
9. !��B��;, =!�B����

10. !��
;, =!��
��∗

11. ������;, =����7���

12. �
-�%;, =�
-�����

13. �������, s�	�����
14. =!���;, s!A����

15. =0��;��;, =0��;�����

16. �U�!!���%
���, �U�!!�������
17. �^����;, �^�A���

18. %��A;, =%������

19. ��	��%;, =��	������

20. ���
���, =������
21. �A�;, s�������

22. ����0��;, =����0�����

23. ����%;, =��������

24. ���A;, =������

25. ������;, =����7���

26. ���A;, =�������

27. ������;, =���
���

28. �A!;, =��A���

29. ����	�A;, =����	�����

30. I��;, {
���

31. 0������A;, 0���������

32. 0���;, =0������

33. 0A�0;, =0A�
���

34. 0�����;, =0��������

35. 0����;, =0���B���

36. 0
���
���, =0
������
(pass. dep.)

37. �0���;, =�0����∗

38. �
��!�%;, =�
��!�����

39. ���A;, =�������

40. ^9�;, ^9B���

41. 
���;, =
����∗

42. 
�����;, =
����B���

43. 
A�;, s�A7���

44. 
;��%;, =
;������

45. 7���;, =7����∗

∗ Second aorist passive form (i.e., lacking �)
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18.

Present and Aorist

Participles

T
he use of the participle in the Greek New Testament is widespread. In fact,
participles are used much more in Hellenistic Greek than they are in con-
temporary English. For this reason, participles constitute a very important

part of Greek grammar, which must be thoroughly mastered.
The participle is often called a verbal adjective. In other words, a participle

has characteristics of both verbs and adjectives. Like a verb, participles have tense
(present, aorist, future, perfect)1 and voice (active, middle, passive). Like adjectives,
they have gender (masculine, feminine, neuter), number (singular, plural), and case
(nominative, genitive, etc.). Therefore, like the definite article and adjectives, every
participle will have twenty-four forms. The participle is negated by ��.

Participles do not belong to the indicativemood or any othermood. Like infini-
tives, they are an infinite verb form, which is to say they do not require a subject,
as do the definite verbs we have learned so far. As such, past-tense participles will
never take a syllabic or temporal augment.

18.1 THE PRESENT PARTICIPLE

The present participle is formed from the present-tense stem (i.e., the first princi-
pal part). The aspect of the present participle is usually imperfective, as it is in the
present indicative. Remember that the term “aspect” refers to the kind of action
that is depicted by the verb. The imperfective aspect conceives of the verbal action
as being in progress or as unfolding without reference to its completion.

1 The use of the future participle is rare in the GNT. Besides its appearance in Acts, there are examples in
Matt 27:49 (�B�;�), John 6:64 (0����B�;�), Heb 13:17 (<0
�B�
����), 1 Pet 3:13 (���B�;�), Luke
22:49 (=�����
�), and 1 Cor 15:37 (!��������
�).

Figure: Figure of a husband and wife, with lentoid eyes (probably Isauria, IKonya 155).

156
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Present and Aorist Participles 157

The active participle declines according to a “3-1-3” pattern.2 If you know the
paradigm for the third declension noun D�7;�,3 you should find this paradigm
very easy to memorize, at least in the masculine and neuter forms. You should
observe how the morpheme -��- (preceded by the connecting vowel 
) occurs in
most of the cases of the masculine and neuter forms. The feminine active participle
follows a first declension (�-impure) pattern.

The rules for accenting participles follow the rules for nouns and adjectives, not
verbs. Therefore, the position of the accent in the masculine nominative singular
form of each tense will determine where the accent will fall throughout the other
forms according to the general rules for the accentuation (cf. Section 2.4).

18.1.1 Present Active Participle of ���

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N ��;� ��
	�� ��
�4

G ��
��
� �	
���� ��
��
�

D ��
��� �	
��� ��
���

A ��
��� ��
	��� ��
�

Pl.
N ��
���� ��
	��� ��
���

G �	���;� �	
	�@�5 �	���;�

D ��
	��(�) �	
����� ��
	��(�)
A ��
���� �	
���� ��
���

18.1.2 he Present Passive Participle

The morpheme for the middle participle is -���. To this are added the adjecti-
val endings (-
�, -�, -
�, etc). The paradigm is second and first declension (2-1-
2) throughout. The feminine active participle follows a first declension (�-pure)
pattern:

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N �	����
� �	
�A�� �	����
�

G �	
�A�
	 �	
�A��� �	
�A�
	

D �	
�A�� �	
�A�� �	
�A��

A �	����
� �	
�A��� �	����
�

2 I.e., the masculine is third declension, the feminine is first declension, and the neuter is third declension.
3 See Sections 14.1, 26.17.
4 The stem of �	- is long. Therefore, the accent becomes a circumflex when the ultima is short.
5 In the active form, feminine first declension participles behave like feminine first declension nouns, not

adjectives. The accent always jumps to the ultima in the feminine genitive plural (whereas the middle
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Pl.
N �	����
� �	������ �	�����

G �	
�A�;� �	
�A�;� �	
�A�;�

D �	
�A�
�� �	
�A���� �	
�A�
��

A �	
�A�
	� �	
�A��� �	�����

18.1.3 Present Middle Participle

As youmight expect, the endings of the present passive and present middle partici-
ple are identical. Any verb whose first principal part ends in -
��� is middle, not
passive, in the present tense, and can be used for illustration. We will use E�7
���
as an example:

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N =�7����
� =�7
�A�� =�7����
�

G =�7
�A�
	 =�7
�A��� =�7
�A�
	

D =�7
�A�� =�7
�A�� =�7
�A��

A =�7����
� =�7
�A��� =�7����
�

Pl.
N =�7����
� =�7������ =�7�����

G =�7
�A�;� =�7
�A�;� =�7
�A�;�

D =�7
�A�
�� =�7
�A���� =�7
�A�
��

A =�7
�A�
	� =�7
�A��� =�7�����

18.2 PRESENT PARTICIPLE OF �	
�

The present participle of �T�� has the same endings as the present active participle.
Notice that all forms have a smooth breathingmark (e.g.,{�, notl�). This will help
you distinguish the masculine (sg. nom.) participle, {�, from the genitive plural
relative pronoun, x�, and the neuter (sg. nom. and acc.) participle, ?�, from the
masculine singular accusative relative pronoun, h�.

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N {� 
c�� ?�

G ?��
� 
d��� ?��
�

D ?��� 
d�� ?���

A ?��� 
c��� ?�

and passive plural forms follow the pattern of first declension adjectives, with the accent drawn onto the
penult, according to the general rules for accents).
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Pl.
N ?���� 
c��� ?���

G ?��;� 
U�@� ?��;�

D 
c��(�) 
d���� 
c��(�)
A ?���� 
d��� ?���

18.3 FUTURE PARTICIPLE

The future participle is formed from the future-tense stem (second principal part).
To form the future participle, simply affix the tense consonant � to the verb’s future
active stem and then add the same endings used for the present participle (i.e.,
future active stem + � + 
 + �� + third declension ending [m./nt.] or first
declension ending [fm.]).

18.3.1 Future Active Participle of ���

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N ���;� ���
	�� ���
�

G ���
��
� �	�
���� ���
��
�

D ���
��� �	�
��� ���
���

A ���
��� ���
	��� ���
�

Pl.
N ���
���� ���
	��� ���
���

G �	����;� �	�
	�@� �	����;�

D ���
	��(�) �	�
����� ���
	��(�)
A ���
���� �	�
���� ���
���

18.3.2 Future Middle Participle

As in the case of the present middle participle, the morpheme for the future middle
participle is -���. Any verb whose second principal part ends in -
��� is middle,
not passive, in the future tense and can be used as an example. We will use E�7
���
again. As you may recall, the future indicative form of E�7
��� is =����
���:

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N =��	�����
� =��	�
�A�� =��	�����
�

G =��	�
�A�
	 =��	�
�A��� =��	�
�A�
	

D =��	�
�A�� =��	�
�A�� =��	�
�A��

A =��	�����
� =��	�
�A��� =��	�����
�
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Pl.
N =��	�����
� =��	������� =��	������

G =��	�
�A�;� =��	�
�A�;� =��	�
�A�;�

D =��	�
�A�
�� =��	�
�A���� =��	�
�A�
��

A =��	�
�A�
	� =��	�
�A��� =��	������

18.3.3 Future Passive Participle

As youmight expect, the endings of the future passive participle are identical to the
future middle participle. However, the future passive tense consonant is -��� (not
�), and the stem for the future passive participle is derived from the sixth principal
part, as is the future passive indicative. Depending on the verb, you must either
remove the augment from the sixth principal part or shorten the lengthened initial
vowel.

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N �	�������
� �	���
�A�� �	�������
�

G �	���
�A�
	 �	���
�A��� �	���
�A�
	

D �	���
�A�� �	���
�A�� �	���
�A��

A �	�������
� �	���
�A��� �	�������
�

Pl.
N �	�������
� �	��������� �	��������

G �	���
�A�;� �	���
�A�;� �	���
�A�;�

D �	���
�A�
�� �	���
�A���� �	���
�A�
��

A �	���
�A�
	� �	���
�A��� �	��������

18.4 FIRST AORIST PARTICIPLE

The aspect of the aorist participle is normally aoristic, as you would expect. The
term “aoristic” means that the verbal action is presented as a completed and undif-
ferentiated process.

Verbs that form first aorists in the indicativemoodwill also form first aorist par-
ticiples. Like the first aorist active indicative, the first aorist active participle takes
-�� as a tense formative. However, the aorist participle does not have an augment
(�).Only past tenses in the indicative mood have augments. Therefore, the past tense
of the participle (as well as the imperative subjunctive and infinitive) will not have
a syllabic augment (�).

The aorist participle is formed from the unaugmented third principal part. This
means it will be necessary for you either to remove the syllabic augment from the
indicative aorist form (i.e., third principal part) or shorten the initial vowel to the
original, unaugmented vowel (e.g., � → � / �, ; → 
).
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If you know the present active participial endings, the first aorist active partici-
ple is very easy to form. In most cases, simply substitute �� in place of -
- or -
	-
as a connecting vowel. The two exceptions are the nominative masculine singular
form, �����, and the nominative and accusative neuter singular forms, �����.

The masculine form has a long � in the ending and, therefore, has an acute
accent over the penult, whereas the � of the neuter form is short and must carry a
circumflex over the penult because the previous 	 is long.

18.4.1 First Aorist Active Participle of ���

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N ����� ������ �����

G ������
� �	����� ������
�

D ������� �	���� �������

A ������� ������� �����

Pl.
N �������� ������� �������

G �	����;� �	���@� �	����;�

D ������(�) �	������ ������(�)
A �������� �	����� �������

Inlectional Information on Participial Forms of +����

Because many compound forms of -����; occur in the assigned readings
in the workbook, some additional explanation is required concerning the
inflectional forms of this verb. The aorist participle of compounded forms
of ����; (e.g., ��������;, <������;) is unexpected, namely -���, -����
�,
-�����, etc.

These forms can be explained as follows. The basic root of ����; is
√
��.

The � of the root undergoes lengthening to �� throughout the most of the prin-
cipal parts (2. ���
���, 3. E���, 4. �A����). However, in the aorist participle
(and in some second aorist active imperatival forms), the stem does not lengthen
to -�.

Instead, the aorist participial endings are added directly to the root,without a
connecting vowel, in a similar way as are the participial endings of the athematic
verbs. In the nominative masculine singular form, the �� drops out when � is
added, and the � lengthens in compensation: that is, -�� + �� + � → -���.

18.4.2 First Aorist Middle Participle

If you know the present middle participial endings, the first aorist middle par-
ticiple is very easy to form. Simply substitute -��- in place of the -
- connecting
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vowel. Any verb whose third principal part ends in -(�)���� will form an aorist
middle, not an aorist active, participle. For example, �A7
��� and (sometimes)
<0
����
���6 form aorist middles in the third principal parts (=��-���� and
<0���������, respectively). We shall use �A7
��� as our example word for the first
aorist middle participle. Note how the final velar of the stem, 7, combines with the
�� to form -� in all forms:

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N ��-����
� ��-��A�� ��-����
�

G ��-��A�
	 ��-��A��� ��-��A�
	

D ��-��A�� ��-��A�� ��-��A��

A ��-����
� ��-��A��� ��-����
�

Pl.
N ��-����
� ��-������ ��-�����

G ��-��A�;� ��-��A�;� ��-��A�;�

D ��-��A�
�� ��-��A���� ��-��A�
��

A ��-��A�
	� ��-��A��� ��-�����

18.5 SECOND AORIST ACTIVE PARTICIPLE

Verbs that form second aorists in the indicative mood also form second aorist par-
ticiples. As in the case of the first aorist participle, the second aorist participle does
not have an augment (�). The second aorist participle is also formed from the unaug-
mented third principal part.

Important!
As you know, in the indicative mood, the second aorist has the same endings as

the imperfect tense.However, in the case of the participle, and all other non-indicative
moods, the second aorist has the same endings as the present tense. Of course, the
second aorist employs a different stem than the present participle, namely the same
stem as used in the second aorist indicative (i.e., the third principal part).

Our example word is I��;. The third principal part of I��; is �R�
�. The
unaugmented second aorist stem is T�-.

First principal part I�@ (-�;)
Third principal part �R�
� →

√
T�-

Now we can add the same endings used for the present active participle to√
T� to form the second aorist active participle. In the case of the second aorist

6 <0��������� lacks � because the stem ends in a liquid consonant (�).
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active participle (and the perfect active participle), the accent always remains over
the participial endings. This helps us differentiate it from the present participial
forms:

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N T�B� T�
��� T���

G T����
� T�
���� T����
�

D T����� T�
��� T�����

A T����� T�
���� T���

Pl.

N T������ T�
���� T�����

G T����;� T�
	�@� T����;�

D T�
���(�) T�
����� T�
���(�)
A T������ T�
���� T�����

Note: The second aorist participle of !��B��; is unexpected, namely !�
��, !���m
�
�, !�����, and so on. The �� of the ending drops out before the sigma in the
nominative masculine singular, and the stem vowel lengthens in compensation to
!�
�� (!�
 + �� + � → !�
 + � → !�
��).7

18.6 SECOND AORIST MIDDLE PARTICIPLE

Given that the verb !��
��� is middle in the present tense, it is not surprising that
it also forms an aorist middle in the indicative mood. Moreover, because !��
���
forms a second aorist, in the indicative mood, namely =!������, the corresponding
participle will also be second aorist, with the same stem change (!�� → !��).

Sg. m. fm. nt.

N !������
� !��
�A�� !������
�

G !��
�A�
	 !��
�A��� !��
�A�
	

D !��
�A�� !��
�A�� !��
�A��

A !������
� !��
�A��� !������
�

Pl.

N !������
� !�������� !�������

G !��
�A�;� !��
�A�;� !��
�A�;�

D !��
�A�
�� !��
�A���� !��
�A�
��

A !��
�A�
	� !��
�A��� !�������

7 Smyth, 686, 301.
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18.7 SUBSTANTIVE AND ATTRIBUTIVE USES
OF THE PARTICIPLE

The participle can function as a noun (substantive use) and as an adjective (attribu-
tive use). As we shall see in Chapter 19, participles can also function adverbially.

18.7.1 he Substantive Use of the Participle

A participle can function like a noun. Like adjectives, when used with articles, par-
ticiples are equivalent to nouns: For example, 
V �A!
���� means “those who are
speaking.”

Inmost cases, such substantive participles will be preceded by a definite article:
for example, I =�7����
� (“the one who is coming”). These substantive participles
are frequently translated with an English relative pronoun (i.e., “the one/he who
is . . . ing”).

I 0�����;� �T� �_� �V_� E7�� %;�� �TB��
�. (John 3:36)

he one who believes in the Son has eternal life.


Q��� =���� I ��0��%;� =� 0������� H!��. (John 1:33)

. . . this is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit/Breath (of God).

E��!
� 
c� 
V ’�
	��X
� �
 ������0�	�A�� . . . (John 5:10)

Therefore, the Jews said to the man who was healed . . .

18.7.2 he Attributive Use of the Participle

An attributive participle functions like an adjective. It can appear in any of the
attributive positions (first, second, or third) and must agree with the word it mod-
ifies in gender, number, and case. In English, a relative pronoun, “who,” “which,”
“that,” may help in the translation. In the examples below, the definite article is
bolded and the participle is underlined:

First Attributive Position

=���
���� �����	����
����� !	���-��. (Acts 16:13) [article – ptc. - noun]

. . . we began to speak to the women who had gathered.
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Second Attributive Position (more common than first attributive)

0���� 
c� E7��� �, S�;� �, %@�; (John 4:11) [article – noun – article -
ptc]

From where, then, do you have the living water?

| ��� - <��_� �
� ��
� - �>�;� ��� H������� �
� ����
	. (John 1:29)

Behold! the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.

hird Attributive Position (especially common when the noun is a proper
name)

2��;� - ��!����
� /A��
� (Matt 10:2) [noun – article - ptc]

. . . Simon [being] called Peter . . .

18.8 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. ������; (dhi-dha-sko), I teach; fut. ����-;, 1 aor. act. =����-�, 1 aor. pass.
=����7��� (cf. ��������
�, and English cognate, “didactic”)

2. ����7�, � (dhi-dha-khi), teaching, instruction; cf. the Didache is the name of
an early Christian treatise (late first/early second century AD).

3. ��B�; (dhi-o-ko), I pursue; persecute; fut. ��B-�, 1 aor. act. =��;-�, 1 aor. pass.
=��B7���

4. �B���� (dho-dhe-ka), twelve (cf. “dodecaphonic” music, which holds twelve
tones in a chromatic scale) (indecl.)

5. �T�
A�;, (is-fe-ro), I lead in, carry in, bring in (cf. principal parts of 
A�;)
6. =��
��, � (en-do-li), commandment, instruction
7. =0�!!����, � (ep-ang-ge-li-a), a promise
8. =�!�%
��� (er-ga-zo-me), Iwork (for), performadeed; 1 aor.mid.s�!������/

�T�!������, pf. mid. �>�!����� (cf. E�!
�, work, deed) (cf. “erg,” a unit of work
in physics)

9. %�
0
�@ (-A;) (zo-o-pi-o), I give life to, make alive; fut. %�
0
���;, 1 aor.
=%�
0
����, aor. pass. =%�
0
����� (cf. %;�, 0
�@)

10. >�
�, -�, -
� (i-sos, -i, -on), same, equal; >�� (adv.) equally (an “isosceles” tri-
angle has three sides of equal length)

11. ������, I (ke-ros), an opportune time, time of harvest, a special occasion, a
time of crisis (especially as it concerns the end times), contrasting 7���
�;
������ is 7���
�, which has been “seized” as an opportunity for doing
something.
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12. ������, � (kar-dhi-a), the center of physical, spiritual, and mental life; fig. the
“heart” (cf. cardiac): in Greek culture, the �0��!7�� (intestines) were consid-
ered to be the center of the human emotions, not the ������ (heart). The ������
was considered to be part of the psychological faculties, along with the ����
��,

0�����, and 9	7� (see Section 18.9).
13. ��������; (me-ta-ve-no), I leave, move from one place to another; fut.

mid. �������
���, 2 aor. ���A��� (athematic), pf. �����A����, 1 aor. ptc.
�������, ��������
�, etc. (cf. <������;, ��������;, and principal parts for
����;)

14. ���
�, -�, -
� (mo-nos, -i, -on), only, alone (cf. monophysite, from ���
� and

���� [nature], the heterodox Christological doctrine that Christ only had one
nature, namely a divine nature, because Jesus’ humanity was absorbed by his
divinity)

15. h�
�;� (o-mi-os) in the same way, likewise, too (many Greek adverbs end in
-;�)

16. 0���@ (-�;) (pi-no), I am hungry; fut. 0�����;, 1 aor. =0������ (cf. Section
22.10). Note the position of the stress. It is pronounced pi-no. This will help
you distinguish this verb from 0��; (pi-no), meaning, “I drink.”

17. ���@ (-�;) (ti-mo), I honor; fut. �����;, 1 aor. =������, pf. mid. ���������
(cf. ����, �
-�%; see 16.14).

18. 
��@ (-A;) (fi-lo), I love, have deep feeling for; fut. 
����;, 1 aor. =
�����,
pf. 0�
����� (cf. <!�0@, <!�0�). In antiquity, 
��@ was the most commonly
used verb to express love. The verb, <!�0@, seems to have been adopted by
Christians and employed to express distinctly Christian forms of love.

19. l�0�� (o-sper), just as, even as, like (cf. e�)

18.9 “PSYCHOLOGICAL FACULTIES” AS A SEMANTIC DOMAIN8

■ ����
�� mind, understanding, intelligence
■ ������ “heart” as the causative source of a person’s psychological life

and especially thoughts
■ 9	7� “soul” or “life,” as the essence of life in terms of thinking, willing,

feeling
■ 0����� spirit, as the non-material, psychological faculty that is poten-

tially sensitive and responsive to God
■ �	�������� conscience, as the psychological faculty that can distinguish

right and wrong
■ 
��� understanding, as the psychological faculty of thoughtful plan-

ning, often with implication of being wise and provident.

8 Louw/Nida, 320 (Chapter 26).
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18.10 REFERENCE: NUMBERS (
. $)��

�)

Cardinal Numbers Ordinal Numbers9 Adverbial Numbers

1. �y� (m.), ��� (fm.), a� (nt.) 0�@�
�, -�, -
� C0�- (once)
2. ��
, �	��(�) (dat.) ������
�, -�, -
� ��� (twice)
3. ���X� (m., fm.), ���� (nt.) ����
�, -�, -
� ���� (three times)
4. �A������ (m., fm.), �A����� (nt.) �A����
�, -�, -
�
5. 0A��� 0A�0�
�, -�, -
� 0������� (five times)
6. a- a��
�, -�, -
�
7. W0�� a��
�
�, -�, -
� W0����� (seven times)
8. J��B ?!�

�, -�, -
�
9. =��A� a���
�, -�, -
�
10. �A�� �A���
�, -�, -
�
11. a����� W��A���
�, -�, -
�
12. �B���� �;�A���
�, -�, -
�
20. �>�
��(�) �T�
����, -�, -
�
100. W����� W���
����, -�, -
�

9 I.e., first, second, third, etc.
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19.

Aorist Passive

Participle, Perfect

Participle, Adverbial

Participles, Genitive

Absolute, and

Periphrastic

Constructions

19.1 FIRST AORIST PASSIVE PARTICIPLE

The aorist passive participle is formed from the sixth principal part, which is to say,
on the basis of the aorist passive indicative form. Its endings are very similar to the
aorist active endings, with the exception of the nominative masculine and neuter
singular forms.

To form the aorist passive participle, simply add to the stem the passive tense
formative, -��, in the masculine and neuter forms and -��� in the feminine forms.1

Also note that when the consonants -��- are deleted in the dative plural (m. and
nt.), compensatory lengthening of the vowel occurs:

�	���� + �� → �	������ → �	���� → �	��X��

1 To be more precise, ���� in the feminine forms results from additional morphological changes stemming
from the addition of the morpheme �� plus consonantal iota (�). The � arises from the combination of
� and consonantal iota; on consonantal iota see Andrew L. Sihler, New Comparative Greek and Latin
Grammar (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995), 187ff (# 191).

Figure: Carved figure of Jonah being eaten by a great fish (Apa, central Turkey, III-IV AD, IKonya 212).
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First Aorist Passive Participle of ��;

⊕ m. fm. nt.

Sg.

N �	���� �	��X�� �	�A�

G �	�A��
� �	������ �	�A��
�

D �	�A��� �	����� �	�A���

A �	�A��� �	��X��� �	�A�

Pl.

N �	�A���� �	��X��� �	�A���

G �	�A��;� �	����@� �	�A��;�

D �	��X��(�) �	������� �	��X��(�)
A �	�A���� �	������ �	�A���

The so-called second aorist passive participle has no �. As explained earlier,
the term “second” aorist in the passive voice simply means “no �,” nothing else.
The most frequently occurring example of the second aorist passive participle in
the GNT is !��
; → !��
��� (m. nom.), !��
A��
� (m. gen.), !��
�X�� (fm.),
!��
A� (nt.).

19.2 THE PERFECT ACTIVE AND PASSIVE PARTICIPLE

The perfect active participle has many similarities to the present active partici-
ple. In fact, by simply removing the � from the -��- of the present participial
endings, you will, in many cases, create the perfect participial ending. Note the
following:

1. The initial consonant is reduplicated, as it is in the perfect indicative.
2. The distinctive nominative endings for first perfect participles are -�B�, -�	X�,

-���.2

3. � is characteristic for first perfect active participles. Second perfect participles
omit the � (e.g., !�!��
B�, !�!��
	X�, !�!��
��).

4. In the perfect active (as in the second aorist active), the accent always remains
over the participial endings.

2 The accent for the fem. gen. pl. follows the pattern for first declension nouns, not adjectives, unlike other
passive participles ending in -�A�;� in the fem. gen. pl.
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First Perfect Active Participle of ��;

⊕ m. fm. nt.
Sg.

N ���	�B� ���	�	X� ���	���

G ���	���
� ���	�	��� ���	���
�

D ���	���� ���	�	�� ���	����

A ���	���� ���	�	X�� ���	���

Pl.

N ���	����� ���	�	X�� ���	����

G ���	���;� ���	�	�@� ���	���;�

D ���	����(�) ���	�	���� ���	����(�)
A ���	����� ���	�	��� ���	����

Perfect Passive Participle of ���� (5th prpt. �����
�)

The perfect passive participle is formed as follows: reduplication/vowel length-
ening + perfect passive stem + ��� + adjectival endings, -
�, -�, -
�.

Sg. m. fm. nt.

N �T���A�
� �T���A�� �T���A�
�

G �T���A�
	 �T���A��� �T���A�
	

D �T���A�� �T���A�� �T���A��

A �T���A�
� �T���A��� �T���A�
�

Pl.

N �T���A�
� �T���A��� �T���A��

G �T���A�;� �T���A�;� �T���A�;�

D �T���A�
�� �T���A���� �T���A�
��

A �T���A�
	� �T���A��� �T���A��

– The perfect middle perfect participial endings are the same as the perfect
passive particle.

19.3 SECOND PERFECT PARTICIPLE OF 
% �

As noted previously, the original root of 
R�� is
√

F�
- ,
√

F��
- , or
√

F��
(�)-
(Section 16.7).3 Because 
R�� forms a second perfect in the indicative mood, it also
forms a second perfect participle:

3 Thus, the pluperfect stem, when augmented, is br�- (cf. br����).
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Sg. m. fm. nt.

�T�B� �T�	X� �T���

�T���
� �T�	��� �T���
�

etc.

19.4 ADVERBIAL USE OF PARTICIPLES

In a great many cases, participles function adverbially in sentences. In other words,
they often answer the question “when?” (temporal), “how?” (means, manner), or
“why?” (purpose, cause).

Adverbial participles are grammatically subordinated to the main (controlling)
verb of the sentence. Thismain verb will usually be in the indicative mood. In nar-
rative, the relation between the adverbial participle and the main verb is often tem-
poral, specifying the chronological relations between two ormore events. However,
adverbial participles can also imply other sorts of non-temporal relations.

Here are some of the primary uses of adverbial participles. In each case, the
actual meanings of adverbial participles are not determined by the inflection itself.
Rather, their meanings must always be inferred from the literary context.

19.5 TEMPORAL ADVERBIAL PARTICIPLES

Many adverbial participles function temporally, which is to say, they specify the
time of an action relative to the action of themain verb. Thus, the tense of a temporal
participle is always relative to the tense of the inite verb of the sentence:

19.5.1 A present temporal adverbial participle denotes an action occurring at the
same time as the main verb. This contemporaneous action can be expressed by
using helpingwords such as “while” or “when” (e.g., “When the disciples arrived,
Jesus was praying”).

19.5.2 An aorist temporal adverbial participle often denotes an action occurring
prior to the action specified by the main verb. This antecedent action can be
expressed by using the helping word “after” (e.g., “Ater the disciples arrived,
Jesus prayed”). However, contemporaneous action is sometimes conveyed when
the verb of aorist participle is the same as the aoristmain verb. In such instances,
“when” or “while” may be used as helping words.

19.5.3 A perfect participle, like the perfect indicative, denotes a present state as a
result of past actions.

19.6 NON-TEMPORAL USE OF ADVERBIAL PARTICIPLES

Even though adverbial participles often function temporally, especially in narra-
tives, one should not overlook the fact that adverbial participles can have many
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other meanings, depending on the specific context. Here follow some typical non-
temporal uses of adverbial participles:

1. Causal Participle (“because”)
The cause of an action or event can be indicated by use of a participle: for exam-
ple, “because he wanted to justify himself, he said to Jesus” (Luke 10:29).

2. Concessive Participle (“although”)
A participle can be used to concede or admit a point: for example, “for although
we are walking in the flesh, we are not fighting according to the flesh” (2 Cor
10:3).

3. Participle Expressing Means (“by means of ”)
A participle can be employed to specify the manner, or means,4 by which an
action takes place: for example, “by touching the ear, he healed him” (Luke
22:51).

4. Expressing Purpose (“in order to”)
A participle can specify the purpose of an action:5 for example, “Elijah is com-
ing in order to save him” (Matt 27:49).

5. Conditional Participle (“if ”)
A participle can also be used to indicate the protasis (i.e., “if ” clause, cf. Section
22.6) of a conditional sentence: for example, “if you keep yourselves from such
things, you will do well” (Acts 15:29).

Because adverbial participles – and indeed all participles – are formed using the
same endings, the specificmeaning of any given participle cannot be determined on
the basis of morphology alone. Onemust always rely on the specific literary context
to determine the best translation of a participial phrase.

Needless to say, occasions will arise when the immediate context allows for
more than one possibility. For example, Galatians 2:3 is a notorious example of
the ambiguity between concessive (although) and causal (because) participles: “But
even Titus . . . } #���� {� was not compelled to be circumcised.” Does Paul mean
that “although (Titus) was Greek,” or “because (Titus) was Greek”? In such cases,
widening the context further can help resolve the problem.

19.7 THE GENITIVE ABSOLUTE

The genitive absolute is a special grammatical construction that has no equivalent in
English grammar. If you fail to recognize this grammatical structure in a Greek text,

4 There are often distinctions between manner and means. Both answer the question “how?”, but a par-
ticiple of manner often cannot be easily preceded by the words “by means of ” (e.g., John 20:11, “ . . .was
standing at the tomb outside weeping . . . ”). The participle of manner dramatizes the main verb, whereas
a participle of means qualifies, or further defines, the main verb in a more technical sense. This is not to
say, that there can never be any overlap between the usage of “manner” and “means” in certain participles.

5 A future participle is often used in this way.
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youwill find yourself unable to translate the sentence correctly. Therefore, onemust
fully master this construction. The genitive absolute has the following features:

1. A genitive participle, often preceded or followed by a noun or pronoun in the
genitive case, forming an adverbial phrase.

2. The subject of the participle is independent of the subject of the main verb of
the sentence.

3. The genitive participle is translated as an adverbial participle (see above): for
example, temporal, causal, concessive, and so forth.

Here are some examples:

b�� �f �U�
� ��������
��
� 
V �
��
� �U�
� ^0������� �U�
 �A!
����

[saying] (John 4:51)

“And when he was already going down, his slaves met him saying . . . ”

����� �f �U�@� ���
���;� �U�_� E��� =� �A�� �U�@� (Luke 24:36)

“But while they were speaking these things, he stood in their midst . . . ”

(�g !��
�A��� l��� a���� ����
� =!A���
 =
� h��� ��� !�� (Mark 15:33)

“And when the sixth hour had come, darkness came upon the whole
land . . . ”6

19.8 PERIPHRASTIC CONSTRUCTIONS

The term “periphrastic” means a roundabout, or indirect, manner of doing some-
thing. In Greek, the so-called periphrastic construction is composed of an auxiliary
verb, �T��, followed by a participle. In forming a periphrastic construction, no ele-
ment can come between the auxiliary verb (�T��) and the participle, except for terms
that complete, or directly modify, the participle itself.

It is often not obvious why Greek authors employed periphrastic constructions.
Some scholars have suggested that its use may indicate emphasis. In the case of
irregular verbs (and there aremany!), periphrastic constructionsmay have provided
a simpler way of forming the perfect and pluperfect tenses, rather than employ-
ing the indicative mood. A periphrastic construction may sometimes function as
a more emphatic form of the simple verb, or it may draw attention to the partici-
ple and its modifiers. Whatever its purpose, the periphrastic construction occurs
with great frequency in the New Testament. Three periphrastic tenses are formed
with the present participle. The perfect, pluperfect, and future perfect periphrastic
constructions are formed with the perfect participle.

6 This is an example of the aorist adverbial participle to express contemporaneous action: Both the adverbial
participle and the finite main verb are the same verb, and both are in the aorist tense.
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present periphrastic pres. ind. of �T�� + present participle
imperfect periphrastic impf. ind. of �T�� + present participle
future periphrastic fut. ind. of �T�� + present participle

perfect periphrastic pres. ind. of �T�� + perfect participle
pluperfect periphrastic impf. ind. of �T�� + perfect participle
future perfect periphrastic fut. ind. of �T�� + perfect participle

(rare in GNT)

Here are some examples:

Present Periphrastic (pres. of ���� + pres. ptc.)

“ . . . it (the good news) is bearing fruit and increasing . . . (=���� ���0
m


����
� ��g �U-������
�)” (Col 1:6)

Imperfect Periphrastic (impf. of ���� + pres. ptc.)

“only they were hearing . . . (<�
�
���� u���)” (Gal 1:23)

Future Periphrastic (fut. of ���� + pres. ptc.)

“ . . . and Jerusalem will be trampled (E���� 0��
	�A��) upon by the
Gentiles” (Luke 21:24b)

Perfect Periphrastic (pres. of ���� + perf. ptc.)

“I have been sent (’�0������A�
� �T��) before him.” (John 3:28)

Pluperfect Periphrastic (impf. of ���� + perf. ptc.)

“For John had not yet been thrown (u� ������A�
�) into prison.”
(John 3:24)

Future Perfect Periphrastic (fut. of ���� + perf. ptc.)

“ . . .whatever you bind on earth will have been bound (E���� �����A�
�) in
heaven and whatever you loose on the earth will have been loosed (E����
���	�A�
�) in heaven.” (Matt 16:19)
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19.9 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <��������, -�;�, � (a-na-sta-sis, -e-os), resurrection
2. ����
��, � (dhi-a-ni-a) mind; understanding, intention, attitude (cf. psycho-

logical domain, Section 18.9)
3. �����
����, � (dhi-ke-o-si-ni), this word means both “justice” and “righteous-

ness”; rather than choose, one might translate it as “justice and righteousness”
or as “justice-righteousness,” uprightness (cf. adj. �����
�, -�, -
�)

4. �����@ (-�;) (dh-ke-o), I vindicate, treat as just, justify, cause someone to
be released from legal claims; fut. �����B�;, 1 aor. =�����;��, pf. pass.
�������;���, 1 aor. pass. =�����B���

5. �
�@ (-A;) (dh-ko), I think, suppose; intrans. I seem; impers., “it seems”; fut.
��-;, 1 aor. =�
-� (cf. the heresy known asDocetism, from �
�@,which names
the heterodox Christological doctrine that Jesus’ physical body was an illusion.
He only seemed to be human.)

6. �
-�%; (dho-ksa-zo), I honor, praise (cf. ��-�) (“doxology”); fut. �
-��;, 1
aor. =��-���, pf. pass. ����-�����, 1 aor. pass. =�
-�����7

7. �T�A�7
��� (i-ser-kho-me), I come or go (in or into), enter; fut. �T������
���,
2 aor. �T����
�, pf. �T�����	�� (cf. principal parts for E�7
���, 25.21)

8. =�0
���
��� (ek-po-rev-o-me), I go or come out, come forth; fut.
=�0
����
��� (cf. 0
���
���)

9. =�0�%; (el-pi-zo), I hope; fut. =�0�@,

8 1 aor. b�0���, pf. b�0��� (cf. =�0��)
10. ������� (ka-thi-me), I sit, sit down;9 impf. =�������, fut. �����
���
11. ��7�
�, I (li-khnos), lamp (made of metal or clay)
12. �����X
�, �� (mni-mi-on), grave, tomb, monument
13. 0��
�, -�, -
�, (po-sos, -i, -on), how much, how many; 0��� ����
�, how

much more?
14. 0����
� (po-te-ron), whether (adv.)
15. 
��
�, I (fo-vos), fear, terror (cf. 

�
����) (cf. “phobia”)

7 As noted in Section 16.14 [box 2], the verb, �
-�%;, is closely related to the central social values, ����
[honor] and �T�7��� [shame].

8 Attic future: =�0�%; → ��0�% + ��; → ��0���; → ��0�A; → =�0�@.
9 This is an athematic verb, like �������. Its stem is ����-.
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20.

The Athematic

Conjugation

(-�� verbs):

Part 1 – The

Indicative Mood

I
n previous lessons, most of the verbs we have studied have ended in -; in the
first-person singular. This large family of verbs is called the thematic conjuga-
tion because the endings are attached to the verbal stem bymeans of a thematic

vowel (e.g., 
/� in the present tense). It is also called the ; conjugation.
A second major conjugation is called the athematic conjugation because no

thematic vowel is used. Athematic verbs are also called -�� verbs because the first-
person singular ends with -�� (e.g., �T��).

In the history of the Greek language, athematic verbs actually represent an
older way of forming verbs. During the period in which the New Testament was
being written, they were gradually falling into disuse or being changed into the-
matic verbs. For this reason, there are fewer athematic verbs in the New Testament
than thematic verbs. Nonetheless, it is essential that you have a working knowledge
of athematic verbs, owing to their importance.

20.1 STEM CHANGES

Athematic verbs can be classified according to their stem vowel. In this lesson, we
will study three of the most important athematic verbs, namely ���;�� (“I give”),
������ (“I put, set”), and k����� (“I set up, stand”). As we shall see, these verbs rep-
resent the three possible stem vowels, namely 
, �, and �. But in each case, the stem
vowel of the lexical form has been lengthened. The roots of these verbs are actually√
�
,

√
��, and

√
���, or an inflected compound form of one of these three verbs.

Figure: Plaque picturing a nude male figure with long hair, holding two musical instruments, a plectrum
and cithara, with snake and bull’s head below (Iconium, IKonya 16).
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root lengthening lexical form
√
�
 → �; → ���;��√
�� → �� → ������√
��� → ��� → k�����

The changing verbal stem is one of many reasons why beginners often find it diffi-
cult to identify these verbs. Here is a hint: If you see a verb whose stem consists
of �
/�;, ��/��, ���/���, first consider the possibility that the verb may be an
inflected form of ���;��, ������, or k�����, respectively.

20.2 PRESENT VERBAL STEMS OF ATHEMATIC VERBS

If the initial letter of the verbal stem is a consonant, this consonant is reduplicated
with � as a connecting vowel (e.g.,

√
�
 → ���
-). Thus, the lexical form of these

verbs already has a reduplicated initial consonant. This reduplication, with �, occurs
in the present and imperfect tenses.Havingmade this general observation, the verbs
������ and k����� require special comment.

In the case of ������, the root is
√

��. But the Greek language does not allow
the reduplication of an aspirated consonant, such as �, with another aspirated con-
sonant. In other words, it does not allow ����-. The � (dental) of

√
�� is reduplicated

with the corresponding unaspirated dental, �. Thus, the present-tense stem of
√
��

is ����- (not ����-).
In the case of k�����, the root

√
��� poses another problem. Greek does not

allow the reduplication of a sibilant. Thus, initial � drops off the reduplicated stem,
�����, and the connecting vowel, �, is aspirated (by editors) with the addition of a
rough breathing mark. Thus,

√
��� becomes V���-.

To sum up, after reduplication and the lengthening of the stem vowel, the stems
of the singular active present forms are as follows:

�
 → ���;

�� → ����

��� → V���

In the present plural forms, the stem vowel is not lengthened. Thus, the present-
tense plural stems are:

�
 → ���


�� → ����

��� → V���

Because the personal ending in the first person singular is -��, this results in the
following lexical forms: ���;��, ������, and k�����. The personal endings for the
athematic verbs in the present active indicative are as follows:
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Sg. Pl.

1 -�� -���
2 -�1 -��
3 -�� (from ��) -���(�) (from ���)

20.3 PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE OF ATHEMATIC VERBS

If we add the above present active endings to the -�� verbs above, the following
paradigms of the present active indicative are formed. Note how the original stem
vowel is preserved in the plural forms.

⊕ ���;�� (“I give”) ������ (“I put, set”) k����� (“I set up, stand”)

Sg.

1 ���;�� (dhi-dho-mi) ������ (ti-thi-mi) k����� (i-sti-mi)

2 ���;� (dhi-dhos) ����� (ti-this) k���� (i-stis)

3 ���;��(�) (dhi-dho-si[n]) ������(�) (ti-thi-si[n]) k�����(�) (i-sti-si[n])

Pl.

1 ���
��� (dhi-dho-men) ������� (ti-the-men) k������ (i-sta-men)

2 ���
�� (dhi-dho-te) ������ (ti-the-te) k����� (i-sta-te)

3 �������(�) (dhi-dho-a-si[n]) ���A���(�) (ti-the-a-si[n]) V�����(�)2 (i-sta-si[n])

The following paradigms are provided to help you see common patterns in the
conjugation of athematic verbs. Your challenge is to know how to parse them when
you encounter them in the GNT. Observe how the future, perfect (act., mid., and
pass.), and aorist passive of athematic verbs, use the same endings as the thematic
conjugation.

20.4 PRESENT MIDDLE AND PASSIVE INDICATIVE OF
ATHEMATIC VERBS

The endings for the presentmiddle or passive indicative are identical to those of the
thematic conjugation.

1 Possibly borrowed from the 2 sg. of secondary active endings.
2 Note how the � of the stem contracts with the � of the ending (V��� + ��� → V�����), but does not do

so in the case of ������� and ���A���.

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:48:45 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.022

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



The Athematic Conjugation (-�� verbs): Part 1 – The Indicative Mood 179

Sg. Pl.

1 -��� -����
2 -��� -���
3 -��� -����

If we apply these middle endings to the verbs above, the following paradigms of the
present passive indicative result:

Present Passive Indicative
⊕ ���;�� ������ k�����

Sg.

1 ���
��� ������� k������

2 ���
��� ������� k������

3 ���
��� ������� k������

Pl.

1 �������� ���A���� V�������

2 ���
��� ������� k������

3 ���
���� �������� k�������

Note: In contrast to thematic verbs, many athematic verbs do have both active and
middle forms. This is especially noticeable when these verbs are compounded with
prepositions to form other athematic verbs.

20.5 IMPERFECT INDICATIVE OF ATHEMATIC VERBS

The imperfect active indicative is formed as follows: augment + [reduplication]
+ present stem [short] + modified secondary endings:

20.5.1 Imperfect Active Indicative
���;�� ������ k�����

Sg.

1 � � 
/�∗ (=���
-
�) =����� k����

2 � � 
/�∗ (=���
-��) �������∗ (=����-��) k����

3 � � 
/∗ (=���
-�) ������∗ (=����-�) k���

Pl.

1 =���
��� =������� k������

2 =���
�� =������ k�����

3 =���
��� =������� k������

(or =���
	�) (or =���
	�)
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Note:

■ The formsmarked by an asterisk (∗) are actually thematic forms: These endings
are connected to the stem with 
 or � as a connecting vowel.

■ The use of -��� in the third plural forms of the imperfect is unexpected.3

20.5.2 Imperfect Passive Indicative

The imperfect passive indicative is formed as follows: augment + [reduplication]
+ present stem + secondary passive endings:

Sg.

1 =������� =���A��� V������

2 =���
�
 =�����
 k����


3 =���
�
 =�����
 k����


Pl.

1 =�������� =���A���� V�������

2 =���
��� =������� k������

3 =���
��
 =������
 k�����


20.6 FUTURE ACTIVE TENSE OF ATHEMATIC VERBS

The future active tense is formed by lengthening the stem vowel and adding the
future tense consonant, �, followed by the future endings you have already learned.
Note that the initial consonant is not reduplicated in the future tense (i.e., the future
stem + � + primary active endings):

⊕ ���;�� ������ k�����

Sg.

1 �B�; ���; ����;

2 �B���� ������ �������

3 �B��� ����� ������

Pl.

1 �B�
��� ���
��� ����
���

2 �B���� ������ �������

3 �B�
	��(�) ���
	��(�) ����
	��(�)

3 But =���
	� is attested in Mark 3:6, 15:23, and =���
	� is attested in Acts 4:35 and 3:2.
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20.7 FIRST AORIST ACTIVE AND PERFECT ACTIVE INDICATIVE
OF ATHEMATIC VERBS

In the case of athematic verbs, the tense formative for the aorist tense is ��, not ��
(with the exception of k�����). The tense formative for the perfect tense is also ��.
However, the aorist and perfect tenses are easily distinguished by the reduplication
of the initial stem consonant in perfect forms. The aorist tense does not reduplicate
the first consonant but has an augment instead.

Note: Many grammarians label aorist indicative forms of athematic verbs, as
irst aorists, and aorist non-indicative forms of athematic verbs as second aorists
(though this is not a consistent practice).

The verb k����� is an exception to the above rule. It has two aorist forms in the
indicative mood a first aorist and a second aorist:

1. E����� is a first aorist, transitive verb thatmeans “I set up, caused to stand.” The
transitive form of k����� uses �� as a tense formative (cf. column (a) below),

2. E���� is a second aorist, intransitive verb that means “I stood.” The intransitive
form employs no tense consonant or connecting vowel (cf. column (b) below).

Formation:
■ First aorist active: augment + aorist stem + ��/�� (��/�� for k�����) + sec-

ondary active endings
■ Second aorist active of k�����: augment + aorist stem + modified secondary

active endings
■ Perfect active: (reduplication) + perfect stem + ��/�� + primary active

endings

⊕ ���;�� ������ k�����
1 Aorist Perfect 1 Aorist Perfect 1 Aor. (a) 2 Aor. (b) Perfect

Sg.

1 E�;�� �A�;�� E���� �A����� E����� E���� a�����

2 E�;��� �A�;��� E����� �A������ E������ E���� a������

3 E�;��(�) �A�;��(�) E����(�) �A�����(�) E�����(�) E��� a�����(�)

Pl.

1 =�B����� ���B����� =������� ���������� =�������� E������ W��������

2 =�B���� ���B���� =������ ��������� =������� E����� W�������

3 E�;��� ���B����(�) E����� ���������(�) E������ E������ W�������(�)

As you know, the perfect tense is also used to signify a present state of being
arising from a past action. The verb k����� frequently appears in the perfect tense,
a�����, but is translated in the present tense as “I stand/am standing,” because it is
a stative verb. The perfect participle of this verb also functions statively (see 21.3).
The pluperfect �V������� is translated in the past tense as “I stood/was standing.”
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20.8 FIRST AORIST MIDDLE INDICATIVE OF ATHEMATIC VERBS

The first aorist middle indicative of these athematic verbs is formed as follows:
augment + aorist middle stem + secondary active endings.

���;�� ������ k�����

=����� =�A��� (no middle forms)
E�
	 E�
	

E�
�
 E���


=������ =�A����

E�
��� E�����

E�
��
 E����


As noted above, many athematic verbs do have both active and middle forms.

20.9 FIRST AORIST PASSIVE INDICATIVE OF ATHEMATIC VERBS

The first aorist passive indicative of these three athematic verbs is formed as follows:
augment + aorist passive stem + �� + secondary active endings.

���;�� ������ k�����

Sg.

1 =����� =�A��� =������

2 =����� =�A��� =������

3 =���� =�A�� =�����

Pl.

1 =������� =�A����� =��������

2 =������ =�A���� =�������

3 =������� =�A����� =��������

20.10 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <�A�7
��� (a-ner-kho-me), I go/come up; 2 aor. <����
�
2. �������
�, �� (dhe-mo-ni-on), a demon, i.e., a hostile semidivine being with a

status between that of humans and of God, an evil spirit. In the ancientMediter-
ranean, physical andmental illness was often attributed to the work of demons;
cf. a fairy (faery, faerie) of Irish culture, which is also a menacing spirit.

3. ���;�� (dhi-dho-mi), I give, grant; fut. �B�;, 1 aor. E�;��, pf. act. �A�;��,
pf. pass. �A�
���, 1 aor. pass. =�����
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4. �U7�����@ (-A;) (ef-kha-ri-sto) I thank, I give thanks; 1 aor. �U7��������
(or �U7��������), 1 aor. pass. �U7��������� (cf. “eucharist,” the [great]
“thanksgiving”)4

5. �������, -��, �, (tha-las-sa) sea, lake
6. k����� (i-sti-mi), I set up, establish (trans.); I stand (intrans.); fut. ����;, 1 aor.

E����� (trans.), 2 aor. E���� (intrans.), pf. act. a�����, pf. pass. a������, 1 aor.
pass. =������

7. ����!
�@ (-A;) (ka-ti-go-ro), I bring a legal charge against someone; fut.
����!
���;, 1 aor. ����!�����

8. 0����%; (pi-ra-zo), I put to the test, tempt; fut. 0�����;, 1 aor. =0������, pf.
pass. 0�0��������, aor. pass. =0��������

9. 0�������; (pe-ris-sev-o), be left over, be more than enough; I increase, I have
plenty; fut. 0��������;, 1 aor. =0������	��, 1 aor. pass. =0����������

10. ������ (ti-thi-mi), I put, set, lay down, give up; fut. ���;, 1 aor. E����, pf. act.
�A�����, pf. pass. �A������, aor. pass. =�A���

11. ����%; (ka-thi-zo) intrans. I sit down, stay; trans. cause to sit, set; fut. �����;,

1 aor. =������, pf. act. �������� (cf. �������)
12. ���%; (kra-zo), I call out, cry out, shout; fut. ���-;, 1 aor. =���-�, 2 pf.

�A���!�5

13. 0���
�� (pan-do-te), always (adv.)
14. 0�
X
�, �� (pli-on), boat, sometimes specifies a small fishing boat, but other

times, a larger, seafaring ship

4 In MGr, �U7�����@means “thank you.”
5 Verbs whose present stem ends in -�% sometimes have a concealed ! in the stem. For example, ���%; is

derived from
√
���! (→ ���-;, E���-�, �A���!�).
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21.

The Athematic

Conjugation

(-�� verbs):

Part 2 – �����	��,


���, and

Participles

T
here are many other athematic-verbs, besides those discussed in the pre-
vious lesson. In this lesson we will discuss two other frequently occurring
athematic verbs, namely �����	�� (“I show, explain”) and 
��� (“I say”), as

well as some non-indicative forms of ���;��, ������, and k�����.

21.1  ����/
� (“I SHOW, EXPLAIN”)

Another relatively common athematic verb in the New Testament is �����	��
(dhi-kni-mi).1 This verb is an athematic verb only in the present and imperfect
tenses. In the GNT, one finds only the following examples of the present active tense
of this verb. In the present tense paradigm, �	 is added to the root, ����, to form the
present stem, �����	-.

Present Active Indicative
Singular

1 �����	��

2 ���������2

3 �����	��(�)

The first singular imperfect is =�����	�.3 Outside the present and imperfect
tenses, �����	�� is not athematic, cf. fut. ���-;, 1 aor. E���-�, pf. �A���7�, 1 aor. pass.

1 The thematic form, ������;, is already common in Attic Greek. However, ��-verb forms of �����	�� are
common in the GNT, as are its compound forms.

2 This is an unexpected form (we would expect �����	�).
3 But 3 pl. impf. form is =�����	���.

Figure: Relief of farmer carrying a long goad, with which he guides a team of oxen pulling a plough (Bozkir,
IKonya 129).

184
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=���7���. The verb �����	�� inflects as a thematic verb in non-indicative moods, on
the verbal root

√
����.

21.2 ��
� (“I SAY”)

The verb 
��� (fi-mi,
√

�) is an older verb of “saying” that was gradually dying out

in the first century AD. Nonetheless, the third-person forms of these verbs occur
relatively frequently in the Greek New Testament and should be memorized. As
with the other athematic verbs studied in the previous lesson, the root vowel of√

� lengthens to � in the singular forms of the present and imperfect indicative.4


��� is an enclitic verb in the present active indicative (except in second sg.).

Sg. Pres. Impf.

1 
��� E
��

2 
�� E
��

3 ��(�(�) &��5

Pl.

1 
��A� E
����

2 
��A E
���

3 ��(�(�) &��(��

The bolded forms are the most commonly occurring forms in the GNT.

21.3 PRESENT AND AORIST ACTIVE PARTICIPLES OF
ATHEMATIC VERBS

The participial forms of ���;��, ������, and k����� have many similarities to the
participles of the thematic verbs. The aorist active participle and the present active
participle of these verbs are identical, except for the lack of reduplication of the
initial consonant, in the case of the former (or the aspirated vowel in the case of
k�����). Of course, the unexpected forms are those in the nominative case, as we
have seen before.

Many of the paradigms below are provided for the sake of illustration. It is not
expected that you will memorize every paradigm, althoughmost of the endings you

4 Future 
��;; 1 aor. E
���� does not occur in GNT.
5 The third singular form, E
�, can either be imperfect or 2 aorist. It is not always possible to distinguish

between imperfect and aorist forms. Verbs of “saying,” such as 
���, often occur in the imperfect tense,
especially when introducing a speech of some length (cf. Chapter 12).
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should already know. As a learning strategy, try to become familiar with the nomi-
native singular forms, and then try to recognize repeating patterns in the participial
endings.

Note also the use of � in the masculine singular nominative forms.

 � �
�

Present Active Participle Aorist Active Participle
Sg. M F N M F N

N. ���
�� ���
��� ����� �
�� �
��� ���

G. ������
� ���
���� ������
� ����
� �
���� ����
�

D. ������� ���
��� ������� ����� �
��� �����

A. ������� ���
���� ����� ����� �
���� ���

Pl.

N. �������� ���
���� ������� ������ �
���� �����

G. ������;� ���
	�@� ������;� ����;� �
	�@� ����;�

D. ���
���(�) ���
����� ���
���(�) �
���(�) �
����� �
���(�)
A. �������� ���
���� ������� ������ �
���� �����

Note: Except for the reduplication, the aorist forms are identical to the present
forms.

����
�

Present Active Participle Aorist Active Participle
Sg. M F N M F N

N. ������ ����X�� ���A� ���� ��X�� �A�

G. ���A��
� �������� ���A��
� �A��
� ������ �A��
�

D. ���A��� ������� ���A��� �A��� ����� �A���

A. ���A��� ����X��� ���A� �A��� ��X��� �A�

Pl.

N. ���A���� ����X��� ���A��� �A���� ��X��� �A���

G. ���A��;� ������@� ���A��;� �A��;� ����@� �A��;�

D. ����X��(�) ��������� ����X��(�) ��X��(�) ������� ��X��(�)
A. ���A���� �������� ���A��� �A���� ������ �A���
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0(��
�

Present Active Participle Aorist Active Participle
Sg. M F N M F N

N. V���� V����� V���� ���� ����� ����

G. V�����
� V������ V�����
� �����
� ������ �����
�

D. V������ V����� V������ ������ ����� ������

A. V������ V������ V���� ������ ������ ����

Pl.

N. V������� V������ V������ ������� ������ ������

G. V�����;� V����@� V�����;� �����;� ����@� �����;�

D. V�����(�) V������� V�����(�) �����(�) ������� �����(�)
A. V������� V������ V������ ������� ������ ������

Note: the perfect participle of this verb is relatively common because this is a stative
verb. The nominative singular forms of the perfect participle are, W��B�, W��@��,
W����.

21.4 PRESENT MIDDLE AND PASSIVE PARTICIPLES OF
ATHEMATIC VERBS

Themiddle and passive athematic participles are easily formed if you know the ver-
bal stem, because the endings are regular second and first declension endings. As
in the case of the active participles, these endings are joined to the stem by the mor-
pheme -���. The aorist participle lacks reduplication (or, in the case of k�����, the
aspiration). The middle and passive participle is formed as follows: (reduplication)
+ present middle/passive stem + ��� + -
�, -�, -
�.

Present Middle/Passive Aorist Middle/Passive

���;�� �������
�, -�, -
� �����
�, -�, -
�
������ ���A���
�, -�, -
� �A���
�, -�, -
�
k����� V������
�, -�, -
� ������
�, -�, -
�

21.5 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <!�0�, � (a-ga-pi), love (cf. <!�0@, <!�0����, 
��@, 
��
�)
2. <!���, I (a-gros), field, countryside (cf. ����%;, ��������) (“agriculture”)
3. �y��, -��
�, �� (e-ma, -a-tos), blood (cf. “hematology”)
4. <0
�����;6 (a-po-thni-sko), I die; fut. <0
���
����, 2 aor. <0A���
�
5. <0������ (a-pol-li-mi), I destroy, kill; lose, lose out on; fut. <0
�A��/<0
�@;

this verb can forma first aor. act.,<0B����, and a second aor.mid.,<0;�����,
2 pf. act. <0��;��

6 Some present tense stems have -��/-��� added to the present stem to differentiate it from the future stem
(e.g., <0
�����;, !��B��;).
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6. !A�
�, -
��, �� (ye-nos, -ous), family, race, nation; offspring, descendants, kind
(cf. !���@ [-�;])

7. !�@���, -��, �, (glos-sa, -is), tongue (lit.), language (fig.)
8. �����	�� (dhi-kni-mi), I show, reveal; fut. ���-;, 1 aor. E���-�, 1 aor. pass.

=���7���

9. �������, -�;�, � (dhi-na-mis, -e-os), power, strength, ability; has the combined
meaning of both “potentiality” and “power,” act of power (cf. �������).7

10. �T�0
���
��� (i-spo-rev-o-me), I come/go into
11. =�����; (em-ve-no), I embark, step in; 2 aor. act. =�A��� (athematic; note

how =�- changes to =�- before an augment), aor. ptc. =���� (cf. <������;,

��������;, 18.4 [box 1])
12. �	!����, -����, � (thi-ga-tir, -tros) daughter, a female descendant
13. 0���0��@ (-A;) (pe-ri-pa-to), I walk about, go about; I live (fig.)
14. 0�
�A�7
��� (pro-ser-kho-me), I come or go to, approach; fut.

0�
������
���, 2 aor. 0�
����
�, pf. act. 0�
�����	��
15. 0��, -��, �� (pir, -ros) fire (cf. pyromaniac)
16. �����
�, -i-;� (sta-dhi-i, -i-on) (m.), stades, furlongs (about 607 feet)
17. 
��� (fi-mi) (enclitic), I say, I mean, imply; fut. 
��;, impf./2 aor. E
� (he

said).8

18. �0���; (spi-ro), I sow; 1 aor. E�0����, pf. pass. E�0����� (cf. �0A���, ����%;),
pf. pass. E�0����� (cf. Section 21.7)

21.6 THE HOUSEHOLD (
	���, 
%�
�) AND KINSHIP AS A
SEMANTIC FIELD

■ I 0���� (gen. 0�����) father
■ � ����� (gen. ������) mother
■ �_ �A��
� child
■ I or � 0�X� (gen. 0�����) child
■ I 	V�� son
■ � �	!���� (gen. �	!�����) daughter
■ I <��� (gen. <�����) husband, man
■ � !	�� (gen. !	������) wife, woman
■ I <���
�� brother
■ � <���
� sister
■ I 
T�
���
� house-steward, manager
■ I �
��
� slave

7 The term ������� is an important technical term in the philosophy of Aristotle. It means “poten-
tial,” in contrast to =�A�!���, i.e., an “action” (cf. Ar. Eudemian Ethics II.i.1218b, Nicomachean Ethics,
I.viii.1098b33). Although ������� often means “power” in the GNT, it can also carris the inference of
“potential,” especially when contrasted with =�A�!���.

8 The 1 aor. form, E
���, does not occur in the GNT.
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21.7 “AGRICULTURE” AS A SEMANTIC FIELD:
VOCABULARY REVIEW9

■ <!��� field
■ �0���; I sow
■ �0A���, -��
� seed
■ ������ time of harvest
■ ����%; I reap, harvest
■ �������� the harvest, a crop
■ ���0�� grain, harvest
■ !�;�!�� a farmer

9 Cf. Louw/Nida, 516–18 (Chapter 43).
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22.

Subjunctive Mood

and Conditional

Sentences

22.1 MOODS

Greek verbs are found in four so-calledmoods. The term “mood” indicates the rela-
tion of the action to reality, as understood by the author. All the verbs studied in
the preceding lessons were in the indicativemood, with the exception of the Greek
participle. The indicative is the most usual mood of everyday discourse and narra-
tive. It is the mood of direct statements, assertions, direct questions, and historical
descriptions. We could say that it is the mood of actuality.

The three remaining moods are as follows: the subjunctive, imperative, and
optative. (The infinitive and participle are not moods but can be treated as moods
for the purposes of parsing.)

Although no absolute distinction can be made between the various moods, the
following general comments can be made:

1. Indicative Mood: indicates what is real, actual, or certain. However, it is also
used in some conditional sentences.

2. Subjunctive Mood: affirms the possibility that the verbal idea may come to pass.
The degree of possibility, or probability, is indicated by context. It is also used
in exhortations of the first-person plural (the hortatory subjunctive), in delib-
erative questions, in conditional sentences, and in some negative commands.
The subjunctive has three tenses: present, aorist, and perfect.

3. Imperative Mood: is the mood of command or entreaty (cf. Chapter 24). The
speaker demands that a verbal idea happen. It is used in commands, exhorta-
tions, and prayers.

4. Optative Mood: is the mood of wishing and desiring. It is employed only infre-
quently in the GNT (cf. 22.8).

Figure: Relief ox head wearing a garland (Ephesus).
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Subjunctive Mood and Conditional Sentences 191

It is important to remember that no distinction is made with respect to
time of the verbal action between the present and the aorist tense in the non-
indicativemoods. Instead, these tenses express only aspect; that is, the present tense
expresses imperfective aspect (i.e., an ongoing or repeated action), whereas the
aorist expresses only the aoristic aspect. Owing to its lack of specificity, the aorist is
the most frequently occurring tense in non-indicative moods.

22.2 FORMATION OF THE PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD

Subjunctive verbs employ the following endings, which are attached to the appro-
priate verbal stems:

Active Middle/Passive
Sg. Pl. Sg. Pl.

1 -; -;��� -;��� -B����
2 -�� -��� -� -����
3 -� -;��(�) -���� -;����

The third sg. active form (-�) and the identical second sg. middle form can be dis-
tinguished on the basis of the verb in question (Ask yourself, is it an active ormiddle
verb in a given tense?).

The present subjunctive is easy to form. Simply take the present indicative form
and lengthen the connecting vowel. An iota (�) in the personal endings (e.g., -��,
-���) is written subscript. Because the present subjunctive specifies the imperfective
aspect, it is used much less frequently than the aorist subjunctive.

You will notice below that some forms of the subjunctive are identical to the
indicative mood. In such cases, one must rely on context, or the presence of words
such as k�� and D�, to determine the use of the subjunctive mood.

22.2.1 Present Active Subjunctive of ��;1

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 ��; ��;���

2 ���� �����

3 ��� ��;��(�)

1 The forms of contract verbs in the subjunctive are predictable: e.g., 0
�@, 0
�	�, etc.; <!�0@, <!�0��,
etc.; 0���@, 0���
X�, etc.
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Formation of present passive subjunctive: present passive stem + passive subjunctive
endings

⊕ 22.2.2 Present Passive Subjunctive of ��;

1 ��;��� �	B����

2 ��� ������

3 ������ ��;����

Formation of present middle subjunctive: by analogy with the present passive sub-
junctive

⊕ 22.2.3 Present Middle of E�7
���

1 E�7;��� =�7B����

2 E�7� E�7����

3 E�7���� E�7;����

22.3 FORMATION OF THE AORIST SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD

The aorist subjunctive, with its aoristic aspect, occurs far more frequently than does
the present subjunctive. As youwould expect, the aorist subjunctive has no augment
(�).

22.3.1 The first aorist active subjunctive is easy to form: Simply take the unaug-
mented first aorist stem and insert � between the verb stem and the personal
endings for the subjunctive:2

First Aorist Active Subjunctive of ��;

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 ���; ���;���

2 ����� ������

3 ���� ���;��(�)

22.3.2To form the first aorist middle subjunctive, insert � after the aorist verb stem,
and then lengthen the vowel that connects the personal endings, which are the
same as the present middle subjunctive endings:

2 With the exception of 
T�� (�T�@, �T�	�, �T�	, etc.), the perfect subjunctive normally is formed
periphrastically with the subjunctive of �T�� and a perfect participle (i.e., ���	�j� ur, etc.).
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First Aorist Middle Subjunctive of �A7
���

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 �A-;��� ��-B����

2 �A-� �A-����

3 �A-���� �A-;����

–In the example above, the final velar of the verb stem has combined with the sigma
of the subjunctive.

22.3.3 To form the first aorist passive subjunctive, take the unaugmented aorist
passive stem3 and insert �� between the verb stem and the personal ending,
with the expected contractions (i.e., [unaugmented] aorist passive stem + ��

+ active subjunctive endings):

First Aorist Passive Subjunctive of ��;

⊕ Sg. Pl.

1 �	�@ �	�@���

2 �	�	� �	����

3 �	�	 �	�@��(�)

22.3.4 Second Aorist Active Subjunctive

As you know, outside of the indicativemood, the second aorist has the same endings
as the present tense. Therefore, to form the second aorist subjunctive

1. Take the stem of the third principal part;
2. Remove the augment or shorten the initial vowel to its original length;
3. Add the present subjunctive endings to the verb stem.

For example, the third principal part of =���; is E
�!
�. The second aorist stem is

�!-. By adding the present subjunctive endings, the following paradigm is formed:

Second Aorist Active Subjunctive of =���;

Sg. Pl.

1 
�!; 
�!;���

2 
�!�� 
�!���

3 
�!� 
�!;��(�)

The second aorist passive subjunctive has the same endings as the first aorist passive
(see above), but it lacks the � (e.g., !��
@, !��
	�, !��
	, etc.).

3 The stem can change from the present tense to the aorist passive tense: e.g., �A!;, =��A��� ; I�@,{
���.
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22.4 SUBJUNCTIVE FORMS OF OTHER COMMON VERBS

It is not expected that you will memorize all the paradigms below. The remaining
paradigms are provided to help you recognize common patterns in the subjunctive
endings. Your challenge is to learn how to identify and parse these verbs when you
encounter them in the GNT.

As you know, the verbs �T�� (“I am”), 
R�� (“I know”), and !��B��; (“I know”)
occur with great frequency. The subjunctive forms of �T�� are identical to the sub-
junctive endings themselves, with the exception of the placement of the accent. The
subjunctive forms of �T��, 
R��, and !��B��; are as follows:

⊕ �T�� (
√
��) 
R�� (

√
���)4 !��B��; (

√
!�
)

Sg.

1 i �T�@ !�@

2 ur� �T�	� !�
�

3 ur �T�	 !�
 or !�
X5

Pl.

1 i��� �T�@��� !�@���

2 u�� �T���� !�@��

3 i��(�) �T�@��(�) !�@��(�)

Remember that in the case of !��B��;, the initial consonant of the root
(
√

!�
) was reduplicated and vowel lengthened to form the present stem,
!�!�B��; (Attic), which became !��B��; in Hellenistic Greek (cf. 10.4.2).

22.5 ACTIVE SUBJUNCTIVE OF ATHEMATIC VERBS

���;�� (
√
�
) ������ (

√
��) k����� (

√
���)

Sg. Pres. Aor. Pres. Aor. Pres. Aor.

1 ���@ �@ ���@ �@ V��@ ��@

2 ���
� �
� ���	� �	� V��	� ��	�

3 ���
 �
 ���	 �	 V��	 ��	

Pl.

1 ���@��� �@��� ���@��� �@��� V��@��� ��@���

2 ���@�� �@�� ������ ���� V����� �����

3 ���@��(�) �@��(�) ���@��(�) �@��(�) V��@��(�) ��@��(�)

4 Remember, the root of 
R�� originally began with a digamma,
√

F�
-,
√

F��
-, or
√

F��
(�)-.
5 !�
� is attested in Mark 5:43, 9:30; Luke 19:15.
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22.6 THE USE OF THE SUBJUNCTIVE IN CONDITIONAL
SENTENCES

A conditional (or “hypothetical”) sentence contains two clauses:

1. Protasis: a dependent “if” clause that expresses a condition;
2. Apodosis: themain clause that expresses a consequence of the fulfillment of the

condition.

For example: “If he commands, I will obey.”

(protasis) (apodosis)

There are three kinds of conditional sentences in Hellenistic Greek:

22.6.1 Real or Simple Condition (�	 + any tense and mood)

This class of conditional sentence makes a logical connection between the protasis
and the apodosis: “if this is true, then that is also true.” In other words, the condi-
tional particle, �T (“if”) in the protasis is followed by a supposition of a fact, followed
by the indicative in the apodosis. The condition and its consequences are simply
stated, without reference to whether the condition is in fact fulfilled.

The protasis is not always assumed to be true; it may be put forward hypotheti-
cally for the sake of argument. The apodosis can also employ the imperative mood.
For example:

Protasis: “If (i.e., assuming) you are the Son of God (�T 	V_� �R �
� ��
�)”
Apodosis: “throw yourself down (���� ���	�_� ���;).” (Matt 4:7).

22.6.2 Future Condition Expressing a Possibility or Uncertainty (=�� + subjunctive,
verb in apodosis in any tense and mood)

In the protasis, the conditional particle, =�� (“if”) is followed by a verb (in the sub-
junctive mood) expressing the supposition of a possibility or uncertainty. In other
words, the situation is undetermined. The indicative or imperative follows in the
apodosis: for example, “If you have the confidence of a grain of mustard seed (=L�
E7��� 0����� e� ����
� ����0�;�), then you will say to this mountain . . . (=��X�� �

?��� �
��� . . . )” (Matt 17:20).

22.6.3 Contrary to Fact Statement (�T + verb in past tense indicative mood . . .D� +

verb in imperfect or aorist indicative)

This class of conditional statement poses a hypothetical condition, which is pre-
sumed to be false: “If this were the case (and it isn’t), then that this would also be
true too (but its not).”
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By way of example in English, take the sentence, “If I knew you were coming
[which I didn’t], I would have baked a cake [so I didn’t].” In negative statements,
the negative particle in the protasis (“if” clause) almost always uses ��, whereas 
U
is used in the apodosis.

■ Imperfect tense: for example, “If you believed Moses, you would believe in me
(�T !L� =0�������� *;\��X, =0�������� M� =�
�)” (John 5:46).

■ Aorist tense: for example, “for if they had known, they would not have cruci-
fied the Lord of glory (�T !L� E!�;���, 
U� D� �_� ����
� ��� ��-�� =�����m
;���)” (1 Cor 2:8). Similarly, in the following case, the pluperfect of 
R��
is used. Since 
R�� is translated as a present tense (“I know”), the pluper-
fect is translated as a past tense: “If you had known the gift of God, . . . you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water” (�T br����
��� �;��L� �
� ��
� . . . �p M� br����� �U�_� ��g E�;��� D� �
� S�;� %@�

[John 4:10]).

22.7 OTHER USES OF THE SUBJUNCTIVE MOOD

Somerset Maugham once quipped of the English subjunctive mood that it “is in
its death throes, and the best thing to do is to put it out of its misery as soon as
possible.” In contrast to the use of the subjunctive mood in modern English, the
use of the subjunctive in Hellenistic Greek was quite robust and is an essential
part of Greek grammar. In practice, you will often use the helping words “may,”
“might,” or “should” to express the subjunctive. The subjunctive mood is negated
by ��.

22.7.1 Hortatory Subjunctive

Used to express an imperative in the first-person plural: for example, “let us have
(E7;���) peace with God” (Rom 5:1 in Codex Vaticanus). Here is a prayer from the
Greek Orthodox liturgy that employs the hortatory subjunctive:

Leader #U7�������;��� �
 �	��� (Let us give thanks to the Lord!)
People ~-�
� ��g �����
�. (It is worthy and just [to thank the Lord].)

22.7.2 Prohibitions

A negative command or prohibition can be expressed in the aorist subjunctive with
��: for example, “Do not think that . . . (�� �
������)” (Matt 5:17). We will return
to this topic when we consider the imperative mood (chap. 24).
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22.7.3 Emphatic Future Negation

The aorist subjunctive, preceded by 
U ��, expresses a very strong denial: for exam-
ple, “ . . .unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you
will never enter (
U �� �T�A�����) the kingdom of God” (Matt 5:20).6 Sometimes
the future indicative tense follows 
U �� instead of the subjunctive (owing to the
affinity between the future tense and subjunctive mood).

22.7.4 To Express Deliberation or Doubt

The subjunctive is also used in questions to express deliberation or doubt: for exam-
ple, “What should we do (�� 0
�@���)?” (John 6:28).

22.7.5 Purpose

The idea of purpose (“in order that”) can be expressed with k�� (or h0;�) followed
by the subjunctivemood: “in order that (k��) through his poverty youmight become
rich (0�
	������)” (2 Cor 8:9).7

22.7.6 Explanation

The so-called epexegetic k�� (or explanatory k��), followed by the subjunctive, is
often used in John and Paul to explain the content, motive, or manner of an
action: for example, “This is the work of God, that you might believe (k��
0��������) in him whom he sent” (John 6:29).

22.8 REFERENCE: OPTATIVE MOOD

The optative is the mood of wishing and desiring. It often requires the English
helpingword “may.” Though thismoodwas very important inAtticGreek, it was
used much less frequently in the Hellenistic period. During the period in which
the GNT was being written, the functions of the optative mood were largely
taken over by the subjunctive mood. Nonetheless, the fact that there are sixty-
eight examples of the use of the optative mood in the GNT (23 pres., 45 aor.)
means that this subject cannot be ignored by more advanced students.

6 While this usage is rare in papyri, it is very frequent in LXX, which has probably influenced the Greek of
the NT. Perhaps it is used to make the text sound like the LXX.

7 Occasionally k�� is followed by the future indicative instead of the subjunctive (e.g., Gal 2:4; 4:17). There
is an affinity between the future and the subjunctive, both in origin and in sense, because both concern
an expectation that is not a realized fact.
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Present Act. 1 Aorist Act.
��-
��� �������

��-
�� ������, or -����
��-
� �����, or -���(�)
��-
���� ��������

��-
��� �������

��-
��� �������, or -����

Present Passive 1 Aorist Middle

�	
���� �	������

��
�
 �����


��
��
 ������


�	
����� �	�������

��
���� ��������

��
���
 �������


22.9 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <������� (a-ni-sti-mi), trans. (in fut. and 1 aor. act.): I raise (the dead), I appoint
(prophets), I help get up; intrans. (in 2 aor. and all mid. forms): I rise, stand up;
fut. <������;, 1 aor. <�A�����, 2 aor. <�A���� (cf. <��������)

2. <�
�!; (a-ni-go), I open; fut. <�
�-;, 1 aor. <�A�-�/b�
�-�/s�A�-�,

8

2 pf. <�A�!�, pf. pass. <�A�!���/��A�!���, 1 aor. pass. <���7���/
s�
�7���/s���7���, 2 aor. s�
�!��

3. ����; (val-lo),9 I throw, throw down; fut. ���@, 2 aor. E���
�, pf. �A�����,
pf. pass. �A������, aor. pass. =������

4. =�����; (ek-val-lo), I drive out, expel; fut. =����@, 2 aor. =-A���
�, pf.
=��A�����, aor. pass. =-�������

5. } #����, -��
�, I (el-lin, -inos), a Greek (or Gentile); F#������, -��
�, �, a Greek
(or Gentile) woman

6. =�0��, -��
�, � (el-pis, -i-dhos), hope (cf. =�0�%;)
7. E-; (e-kso), (with gen.) out of, outside (do not confuse E-; with a-;, which is

the future of E7;)
8. E0���� (e-pi-ta), adv. then, next
9. E�7��
�, -�, -
� (e-skha-tos, -i, -on), last (cf. “eschatology”)

8 The Greeks were not sure whether or not the ��- syllable of <�
�!; was a prepositional prefix. This
created doubts about how to augment this verb. As a result, many past forms of this verb are augmented
two or three times: e.g., <�A�-� is augmented twice and s�A�-� is augmented three times.

9 Present-tense stems that end in double consonants are often derived from roots with single consonants
(e.g.,

√
��� → ����;).
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10. ������; (ki-ris-so), I proclaim; 1 aor. =����-�, 1 aor. pass. =����7���10

11. 0������;�� (pa-ra-dhi-dho-mi), I hand over; fut. 0����B�;, 1 aor.
0��A�;��, pf. 0����A�;��, pf. pass. 0����A�
���, 1 aor. pass. 0��������

12. ��B!; (tro-go), lit. I eat noisily, I eat; in MGr, ��B!; is the usual verb used
to express the idea of “eating.” In the Gospel of John, this verb seems to be
used (instead of =���;) in order to express the idea of the real eating of physical
food, as opposed to some sort of spiritualized eating, perhaps in refutation of
Docetists or proto-gnostics.

13. 9������, -
	, I (psef-stis), a liar

22.10 “EATING AND DRINKING” AS SEMANTIC DOMAIN

■ =���; I eat
■ ��B!; I eat
■ 0���@ I hunger
■ D��
� bread, loaf, food
■ ��@�� food

■ 0��; I drink
■ S�;� (gen. -��
�) water
■ 
R�
� wine
■ ����
�@ [-A;] I serve, wait on sby at table
■ ����
�
� a waiter of tables

10 This verb has a hidden velar, �, in the verbal root
√

���	! that causes morphological changes in the
principal parts.
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23.

The Infinitive

I
nfinitives are verbal nouns. Like verbs, they have tense and voice, and can
take subjects and objects. When an article is used with an infinitive, it turns
the infinitive into a noun (e.g., �_ �A!���, “the speech”). Thus, infinitives can

function like substantives (although they do not decline). When an infinitive func-
tions as a neuter substantive, it is often qualified by a neuter article. The subject of
an infinitive, when expressed, is always in the accusative case (not the nominative
case).

23.1 BASIC FACTS ABOUT INFINITIVES

1. Infinitives are formed in five tenses – present, aorist, future, perfect (and, less
frequently, future perfect) – and three voices (active, middle, passive), but they
have no person or number.

2. Infinitives are negated by ��.
3. You are already familiar with the tense indicators. As you shall see, these tense

indicators are also used with the infinitive:
■ future active -�
■ first aorist active -��
■ first aorist passive -��
■ first perfect active -��

4. The second aorist infinitive has the same endings as the present infinitive, but
the stem and accent change.

5. The tense of the infinitive indicates the aspect of the action, not the time of
action. Most infinitives you encounter will be in the aorist tense. This tense has

Figure: Christian metrical funerary inscription (Dagdere, central Turkey, IKonya 205).
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The Infinitive 201

an aoristic aspect. It expresses the simple (or summary) occurrence of a verbal
action. The present infinitive expresses the ongoing or repeated occurrence of
a verbal action (i.e., imperfective aspect), and the perfect infinitive expresses a
completed action with continuing results (perfective aspect).

23.2 FORMING THE INFINITIVE

Present 1 aorist 2 aorist Future Perfect

active -��� -��� -�X� -���� -�A���1

middle -����� -������ -A���� -������ -����
passive -����� -����� -���� -�������� -����

Some Examples

Present 1 aorist 2 aorist Future Perfect

active ����� ����� ����X� ������ ���	�A���

middle E�7����� �A-����� !��A���� !��������� ����0������

passive ������� �	����� !��
���� �	�������� ��������

Box 1. Ininitives: Additional Information

1. The present active infinitives of �-contract verbs are regular (e.g., 0
��X�),
but the infinitive forms of �-contract and 
-contract verbs are irregular:

■ <!�0�; → <!�0�- + ��� = <!�0�� (not <!�0��)
■ 0����; → 0���
- + ��� = 0���
�� (not 0���
X�)

2. The infinitive of �T�� is �R���.
3. The infinitive of 
R�� is �T�A���.
4. As youwould expect, the � of the -�� tense formative of the aorist and future

tenses is deleted when forming an infinitive of liquid verbs: for example,
��X��� (not ��X����), �������� (not ���������).

1 -���� (2 pf.).
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Box 2. Accenting Ininitives

1. Present and future infinitives: all voices have a recessive accent.
2. First aorist active infinitives are accented on the penult.
3. Second aorist active infinitives are accented with a circumflex on the ultima.
4. Aorist passive infinitives are accented with a circumflex on the penult.
5. 1 aorist middle infinitives are accented with a recessive accent.
6. 2 aorist middle infinitives are accented with an acute on the penult.
7. Perfect active, middle, and passive infinitives are accented with an acute or

circumflex on the penult.

23.3 REFERENCE: INFINITIVES OF ATHEMATIC VERBS

The present and aorist active infinitives of athematic verbs use the ending -���.
(This ending is also used for the perfect active infinitive of the thematic verbs.)
The middle and passive present forms use the -���� ending, which was intro-
duced above:

���;�� ������

Present Aorist Present Aorist

active ������� �
���� ���A��� ��X���

passive ���
���� �
����� �������� �������

k�����

Present Aorist

active T������ ������

passive k������� ��������

Note: Some of the above infinitival forms only occur in the GNT as compound
verbs.

23.4 USES OF THE INFINITIVE

23.4.1 Subject of Impersonal Verbs

Some Greek verbs are called impersonal verbs. These include ��X (“it is necessary”)2

and E-����� (“it is possible/lawful”). These verbs are followed by the infinitive. For
example:

E-����� �
X� �������� ����0�����; (Matt 12:10)
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?”

2 Impf. E���, subj. �A�, ptc. �A
�, �A
��
�, etc.
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The Infinitive 203

Some impersonal verbs take the accusative form of nouns and personal pronouns.
For example: ��X �� + infin. (“it is necessary for me to do such and such a thing”);
that is, “I must do such and such a thing.”

23.4.2 Complementary Ininitive

Infinitives often follow verbs of “being able,” “wishing,” “wanting,” “knowing how,”
“trying,” “seeking,” “asking,” “allowing,” and so forth. English has this same usage
(e.g., “I want to go to the bookstore.”). For example:

��g ��� ������� �;�����; (Mark 10:26)
“ . . . and who is able to be saved?”

�> ��� �A��� 0�@�
� �R���, E���� 0���;� E�7��
� (Mark 9:35)
“ . . . if anyone wishes to be first, he will be last of all.”

23.4.3 Ininitive of Purpose

An infinitive without an article can be used to express purpose. For example:

b��
��� 0�
��	����� �U�
 (Matt 2:2)
“ . . . we have come (in order) to worship him.”

~���;0
� ��
 <�A����� �T� �_ V��_� 0�
���-����� (Luke 18:10)
“Two men went up to the Temple (in order) to pray . . . ”

23.4.4 Articular Ininitive Expressing Purpose

When an infinitive is preceded by a genitive neuter article, it may also express pur-
pose. When an infinitive is preceded by an article (always neuter), it is termed an
articular ininitive. If the infinitive has an explicit subject, it will be in the accusative
case. If there is an object, it will also be in the accusative case.

��
������;��� 
V J]����
g �U�@� �
� �� ��A0��� (Rom 11:10)
“Let their eyes be darkened in order that they might not see.”

The prepositions �T� or 0��� followed by the articular infinitive (with the neuter
article in accusative case) also express purpose:

�T� + accusative article + infinitive → “in order to/that”
0��� + accusative article + infinitive → “in order to/that”
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Example:

"�L �
��
 [salvation is] =� 0����;�, . . . �T� �_ �R��� ������� [sure] ���
=0�!!�����3 0���g �
 �0A����� . . . (Rom 4:16–17)

“Therefore, [salvation is] on the basis of faith, . . . in order that the promise
might be dependable to every descendant . . . ”

23.4.5 Articular Ininitive of Time

The articular infinitive in conjunction with various prepositions can express the
time of an action:

0�� + genitive neuter article + infinitive → “before” (antecedent time)

=� + dative neuter article + infinitive → “when/while” (simultaneous time)

���� + accusative neuter article + infinitive → “after” (subsequent time)

Less commonly,

a;� + genitive article + infinitive → “until”

Example:

L��L ���L �_ =!������� �� 0�
�-; ^��� �T� ���  �������� (Mark 14:28)
“But ater I am raised, I will go before you to Galilee.”

23.4.6 Articular Ininitive of Cause

��� + accusative neuter article + infinitive → “because”

Examples:

��g ��L �_ �� E7��� G�%�� =-������ (Mark 4:6)
“and because it had no root it dried up.”

�U�_� �f ����
�� 
U� =0����	�� �U�_� �U�
X� ��L �_ �U�_� !��B�����

0����� . . . (John 2:24)

“However, Jesus himself did not entrust himself to them because he knew
them all . . . ”

3 ��� =0�!!����� is the subject of the infinitive.
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23.5 1(��WITH INFINITIVE TO EXPRESS RESULT

When l��� is followed by an infinitive, the infinitive expresses the result of an
action (“so that”):

Example:

� 0����� ^�@� � 0�_� �_� ��_� =-����	���, l��� �� 7����� E7��� ����

����X� ��. (1 Thess 1:8)

“Your confidence toward God has gone out, so that we have no need to say
anything.”

23.6 REFERENCE: OTHER USES OF THE INFINITVE

23.6.1 Indirect Discourse

Verbs of saying, reporting, and proclaiming (e.g., �A!;, <0�!!A��;), as well as
verbs of knowing (e.g., !��;��;, <!�
A;), are often followed by the infinitive
(e.g., “he said that . . . ,” “I know that . . . ”). Infinitives used in indirect discourse
can indicate relative time because they assume the role of an indicative verb.

In the case of verbs of saying, the tense of the infinitive should be the same
tense as the tense of the indicative verb used by the speaker of the direct dis-
course. This infinitive will appear without a definite article.

Example:

I �A!;� =� �U�
 �A���� . . . ” (1 John 2:6)

“The one who says that he abides in him . . . ”


k����� �A!
	��� <�������� �� �R��� . . . ” (Mark 12:18)

“ . . . those who say that there is no resurrection . . . ”

23.6.2 Appositional Ininitive

The infinitive can also be used to explain nouns and adjectives.

Example:

3
��
 !�� =���� �A���� �
� ��
��, I <!����_� ^�@�, <0A7����� ^���

<0_ ��� 0
������.” (1 Thess 4:3)
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“For this is the will of God, your sanctification, namely that you abstain
from prohibited sexual acts.”

(The infinitive <0A7����� is in apposition to the noun H!������.)

�������� �����L . . .�S�� =����, =0���A0������ J�]��
p� ��g 7����
(James 1:27)
“This is pure religion, namely to visit orphans and widows.”

(The infin. =0���A0������ is in apposition to ������� ������.)

23.7 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. <0
�����;, (a-po-kti-no), I kill, put to death; fut. <0
����@, 1 aor. <0A������,
1 aor. pass. <0�������� (cf. <0
�����;)

2. 0������ (pa-ri-mi), I am present, am here (cf. 0��
	���, lit. “presence,” but
also a technical term for Christ’s seconding “coming”); fut. 0��A�
���

3. 0�����, -�� (pli-ris, -es), full, complete (declines like <�����, -A�, cf. Section
14.5)4

4. �������, -�, -�� (skli-ros, -a, -on), hard, difficult (cf. arterial sclerosis, i.e.,
“hardening of the arteries”)

5. ��%; (so-zo),5 I save, rescue, deliver; fut.�B�;, 1 aor. E�;��, pf. act.�A�;��,

pf. pass. �A������/�A�;���, 1 aor. pass. =�B��� (cf. �;���, �;�����)
6. �
��@ (-A;) (o-fe-lo), I gain, profit, be of value; fut.�
����;, 1 aor.�
A����,

1 aor. pass. �
������

4 But apparently indeclinable in John 1:14 and Acts 6:5, where the adjectival case does not agree with the
noun it modifies.

5 Among the possible stems for this verb are �;- and �;�-.
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24.

Imperative Mood

T
he imperative is the mood of making commands, as it is in English. The
imperative has three tenses: present, aorist, and perfect.1 Unlike English,
Hellenistic Greek also has a third-person imperative, which means some-

thing like, “let him/them do such and such a thing.” Do you recall Marie
Antoinette’s famous alleged retort: When she was informed that the peasants in
the city of Paris had no bread to eat, she responded, “Then let them eat cake!” This
is the third-person imperative.

24.1 THE USE OF THE IMPERATIVE TO EXPRESS COMMANDS

As you know, the aorist subjunctive mood with �� is used for strong prohibitions
or negative commandments (e.g., “Thou shalt not . . . ”). The imperative is normally
used for weaker prohibitions, as well as for commands and orders.

There is no distinction between the present and the aorist tenses in non-
indicative moods with respect to time (i.e., past, present, future). The present tense
is used to express imperfective aspect (i.e., an ongoing or repeated action), whereas
the aorist tense expresses the aoristic aspect (the verbal action is presented as a
completed and undifferentiated process). For this reason most imperatives you
encounter will be in the aorist tense because its aspect lacks the greater specificity
of the aspect of the present tense.

1. Generally speaking, the present imperative is reserved for general or repeatable
instructions. This includes commands that should be practiced as a way of life.
For example:

1 There is also a perfect imperative. It occurs only four times in the GNT.

Figure: Statue of a lion (ancient Ephesus).
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�
!�%���� W�	�
p� �R��� ����
p� �f� �	 H������.
“ . . . reckon yourselves to be dead to sin . . . ” (Rom 6:11)

2. The aorist imperative is generally employed for speciic directions or com-
mands. For example:

<�0������ ’�0����� �_� �����
� =� 6����
.
“Greet Apelles, the approved in Christ.” (Rom 16:10)

24.2 FORMING THE IMPERATIVE

1. In the case of the first aorist imperative, the second-person singular active end-
ing is -�
�. A good example of this is the “Kyrie” of the Eucharist, which uses
the imperative form of the verb =��A; (“I have mercy”):

(���� =�A��
�, 6����f =�A��
�, (���� =�A��
�.
“Lord have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord have mercy.”

2. The second person singular, first aorist middle imperative ending is -���.
Because it is identical to the aorist active ininitive ending, care must be taken
so as not to mistake one for the other in a given context. The second-person
singular ending in the present middle and passive ending is -
	. Likewise, this
could be mistaken for the second-person imperfect middle indicative, except
for the fact that the imperfect indicative also has an augment.

3. The second-person plural endings (-���, -����, -����, -�����) of the active and
middle imperative, as well as the second pl. present passive, are identical to the
indicative forms. The context will help you decide whether the form is indica-
tive or imperative.

Active Imperative

Present 1 aorist 2 aorist
Sg.

2 ��� ���
� ����

3 �	A�; �����; ���A�;

Pl.

2 ����� ������ ������

3 �	A�;��� �	���;��� ���A�;���

Passive Imperative
Sg.

2 ��
	 ������ !��
���

3 �	A��; �	���; !��
��;
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Imperative Mood 209

Pl.

2 ������ ������ !��
���

3 �	A��;��� �	���;��� !��
��;���

Middle Imperative

Sg.

2 E�7
	 ����� !��
�

3 =�7A��; �	����; !��A��;

Pl.

2 E�7���� ������� !A�����

3 =�7A��;��� �	����;��� !��A��;���

It is not expected that you will memorize all the paradigms in this lesson. They
are provided to help you see common patterns and for your future reference.

Box 1. Reference: Imperative Forms of Other Important Verbs

�T�� (pres.) !��B��; (2 aor.) 
R�� (pf.)
Sg.

2 >��� !�@�� >���

3 E��; !�B�; >��;

Pl.

2 E��� !�@�� >���

3 E��;��� !�B�;��� >��;���

Box 2. Reference: Active Imperative Forms of Athematic Verbs

���;�� ������ k�����

Pres. 2 Aor. Pres. 2 Aor. Pres. 2 Aor.Sg.

2 ���
	 ��� ����� �A� k��� �����

3 �����; ���; ���A�; �A�; V����; ����;

Pl.

2 ���
�� ���� ������ �A�� k����� �����

3 �����;��� ���;��� ���A�;��� �A�;��� V����;��� ����;���
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24.3 SUMMARY: EXPRESSIONS OF PROHIBITION

A negative command is called a prohibition. Prohibitions may be expressed in the
following ways:

1. 
U with future indicative to express general commands, especially when quot-
ing the LXX (e.g., 
U� =�0��������, “You shall not tempt . . . ” [Matt 4:7, Luke
4:12]; 
U� . . .%������ . . . “One shall not live . . . ” [Matt 4:4; Luke 4:4]).

2. �� followed by present imperative, prohibiting a continuous action.
3. �� followed by aorist imperative, prohibiting an undefined action.
4. �� followed by aorist subjunctive. This is a stronger prohibition. This construc-

tion is used for general commandments and to forbid an action from occurring
(e.g., �� ��	�����, “Do not be amazed” [John 3:7]).

5. 
U �� followed by aorist subjunctive: This construction is known as emphatic
future negation (“you shall never . . . ”).2

24.4 VOCABULARY TO BE MEMORIZED

1. H!��%; (a-yi-a-zo), I set apart as sacred to God; regard as sacred, treat as holy,
reverence (cf. C!�
�, -�, -
�); 1 aor. H!����, pf. pass. H!������, 1 aor. pass.
H!������

2. <
���� (a-i-i-mi), I let go, send away, leave (John 4:28); release from legal or
moral obligation, forgive, allow; fut. <
��;, 1 aor. <
���, pf. pass. <
A;���, 1
aor. pass. <
A���

3. J
������, -��
�, �� (o-i-li-ma, -a-tos), a debt (cf. J
���;, “I owe”)
4. J
���A���, I (o-fi-le-tis), one who is under obligation, a debtor
5. 0��������, I (pi-ra-smos), a temptation (to sin), a test or trial (to learn the

character of sthg)
6. 0���@ (-�;) (pla-no), I lead astray; pass. I go astray, ammisled; fut.0�����;,

1 aor. =0������, pf. pass.0�0������� (sometimes in act. sense in GNT), 1 aor.
pass. =0�������

2 See Section 22.7.3.
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Appendix 1.

Principal Parts of the Greek Verb

T
his is a list of principal parts of many of the irregular verbs that occur in the
GNT. Principal parts that do not occur in the New Testament (either in a
simple or compound form) are represented by a dash (–). All the forms are

given in the first-person singular, indicative mood. Note that compound forms are
given only in special cases. It is advisable to learn the principal parts both orally and
in written form.

1. <!�0�;, <!�0��;, s!�0���, s!�0���, s!�0����, s!�0����
2. D!;, D-;, b!�!
�/u-�, u7�, u!���, b7���
3. �V�A;, �V���
���, �V����� �V����� (cf. 2 aor. infin. =��X�)
4. �>�;, <�@, u��, u���, u����, b����
5. <�
�;, <�
��;/<�
��
���, b�
	��, <���
�, –, s�
�����
6. <�
�!;, <�
�-;, <�A�-�/b�
�-�/s�A�-�, <�A�!�, <�A�!���/��A�!���/

b�
�!���, <���7���/s�
�7���/s���7���
7. <0
�����;, <0
���
����, <0A���
�, –, –, –
8. <0���	��, <0
�A�;/<0
�@, <0B����/<0;�����, –, <0��;��
9. <0
��A��;, <0
����@, <0A������, <0A������, <0A�������, <0�������
10. <
����, <
��;, <
���, <
�X��, <
�X���, <
A���
11. ����;, ���
���, E���, �A����, –, –
12. ����;, ���@, E���
�/E����, �A�����, �A������, =������
13. !��
���, !����
���, =!������, !A!
��, !�!A�����, =!������
14. !��B��;, !�B�
���, E!�;�, E!�;��, E!�;����, =!�B����
15. !��
;, !��9;, E!��9�, !A!��
�, !A!������, =!��
��
16. �����	��, ���-;, E���-�, –, –, =���7���
17. �A7
���, �A-
���, =��-����, –, �A��!���, =�A7���
18. ������;, ����-;, =����-�, –, –, =����7���
19. ���;��, �B�;, E�;��, �A�;��, �A�
���, =�����
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212 Appendix 1. Principal Parts of the Greek Verb

20. =!���;, =!��@, b!����, –, =!�!�����, s!A����
21. E�7
���, =����
���, u��
�, =���	��
22. =���;, 
�!
���, E
�!
�, –, –, –
23. �^����;, �^���;, �Q�
�, �S����, –, �^�A���
24. E7;, a-;, E�7
�, E�7���, –, –
25. %�; (

√
%�), %��;/%��
���, E%���, –, –, –

26. k�����, ����;, E�����/E����, E�����, a������, =������
27. ���A;, ���A�;, =������, �A�����, �A������, =������
28. ������;, ����-;, –, =���	-�, –, �����	!���, =����7���
29. ����;, ����@, E�����, �A�����, �A������, =������
30. ������;, ���9
���, E���
�, �>��
�, �>������, =���
���
31. �A!;/
���, =�@, �R0
�, �>����, �>�����, =��A���/=������
32. �A�;, ���@, E�����, ���A����, –, –
33. 
R�� (pf.), �T���; (fut.), br���� (plpf.)
34. I��;, ?9
���, �R�
�, W�����/WB����, –, {
���
35. 0��7;, –, E0��
�, 0A0
���, –, –
36. 0���;, 0���;, E0����, 0A0
���, 0A0������, =0������
37. 0A�0;, 0A�9;, E0��9�, –, –, =0A�
���
38. 0��0����, –, =0����, –, –, =0������
39. 0��;, 0�
���, E0�
�, 0A0;��, –, =0����
40. 0�0�;, 0��
����, E0��
�/E0���, 0A0�;��, –, –
41. ��%;, �B�;, E�;��, �A�;��, �A������/�A�;���, =�B���
42. ����;, ��-
���, E��-�, �A��7�, �A��!���, =��7���
43. ����;, �A-
���, E���
�, –,–, =�A7���
44. ������, ���;, E����, �A�����, �A������, =�A���
45. ��A
;, –, E���9�, –, �A�������, =���
��
46. �	!7��;, ���-
���, E�	7
�, �A��	7�, –, –
47. 
A�;, 
>�;, b��!��, =���
7�, =����!���, s�A7���
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Appendix 2.

Summary of Paradigms

VERBS

1 Thematic Verbs – Active, ��;
2 Thematic Verbs – Middle, ��;
3 Thematic Verbs – Passive, ��;
4 Contract Verbs, 0
�@, <!�0@, 0���@ (26.4.1–26.4.11), �A
���, 7�@���, ���m

�����
���� (26.4.12–26.4.14)
5 Thematic Verbs – 
R��
6 Thematic Verbs – !��B��;
7 Athematic Verbs: ������� and �������
8 Athematic Verbs – Active Indicative, ���;��, ������, k�����
9 Athematic Verbs – Active Indicative: �����	��, 
���
10 Athematic Verbs – Middle Indicative, ���;��, ������, k�����
11 Athematic Verbs – Passive Indicative
12 Athematic Verbs – Non-Indicative Moods
13 Athematic Verbs – �T��

NOUNS

14 The Definite Article
15 Nouns – First Declension
16 Nouns – Second Declension
17 Nouns – Third Declension
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214 Appendix 2. Summary of Paradigms

ADJECTIVES

18 “2-1-2” Type Adjectives, <!����
19 Heteroclite “2-1-2” Type Adjectives, 0
���, �A!��
20 “3-1-3” Type Adjectives, 0��, 
U����
21 Third Declension Adjectives of Two Terminations, <�����
22 Comparative Adjectives of Two Terminations, ���%;�

PRONOUNS

23 Personal Pronouns, =!B, ��, �U���
24 Demonstrative Pronouns, 
Q�
�, =��X�
�
25 Relative Pronouns, h�, v, h
26 Reflexive Pronouns, =��	�
�, ���	�
�, =�	�
�
27 Reciprocal Pronoun – <����;�
28 The Indefinite Pronoun, ���, ��
29 The Interrogative Pronoun, ���, ��

1. THEMATIC VERBS – ACTIVE, ���

Pres. Impf. Fut. 1 Aor. Pf. Plpf.

Indicative

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)

��; E�	
� ���; E�	�� �A�	�� (=)��������
����� E�	�� ������ E�	��� �A�	��� (=)��������
���� E�	�(�) ����� E�	��(�) �A�	��(�) (=)�������

��
��� =��
��� ���
��� =������� ��������� (=)����������
����� =����� ������ =������ �������� (=)���������
��
	��(�) E�	
� ���
	��(�) E�	��� ��������(�) (=)����������

Subjunctive

(a) (b)
��; ���;

���� �����

��� ����

��;��� ���;���

����� ������

��;��(�) ���;��(�)
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Appendix 2. Summary of Paradigms 215

Pres. Impf. Fut. 1 Aor. Pf. Plpf.

Optative

(a) (b)
��
��� �������

��
�� ������, or -����
��
� �����, or -���(�)

��
���� ��������

��
��� �������

��
��� �������, or -����

Imperative

(a) (b)
��� ���
�

�	A�; �	���;

����� ������

�	A�;���, or -���;� �	���;���, or -����;�

Ininitive

(a) (b) (c) (d)
����� ������ ����� ���	�A���

Participle

(a) (b) (c) (d)
��;�1 ���;�2 �����3 ���	�B�4

��
��
� ���
��
� ������
� ���	���
�

��
��� ���
��� ������� ���	����

��
��� ���
��� ������� ���	����

��
���� ���
���� �������� ���	�����

�	���;� �	����;� �	����;� ���	���;�

��
	��(�) ���
	��(�) ������(�) ���	����(�)
��
���� ���
���� �������� ���	�����

1 ��;�, ��
	��, ��
�.
2 ���;�, ���
	��, ���
�.
3 �����, ������, �����.
4 ���	�B�, ���	�	X�, ���	���.
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216 Appendix 2. Summary of Paradigms

2. THEMATIC VERBS – MIDDLE, ���

Pres. Impf. Fut. 1 Aor. Pf. Plpf.

Indicative

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
��
��� =�	���� ���
��� =�	����� �A�	��� (=)�������
��� =��
	 ���� =���; �A�	��� (=)�A�	�

������ =����
 ������� =�����
 �A�	��� (=)�A�	�


�	����� =�	����� �	������ =�	������ �A������ (=)��������
������ =������ ������� =������� �A�	��� (=)�A�	���
��
���� =��
��
 ���
���� =������
 �A�	���� (=)�A�	��


Subjunctive

(a) (b)
��;��� ���;���

��� ����

������ �������

�	B���� �	�B����

������ �������

��;���� ���;����

Optative

(a) (b)
�	
���� �	������

��
�
 �����


��
��
 ������


�	
����� �	�������

��
���� ��������

��
���
 �������


Imperative

(a) (b)
��
	 �����

�	A��; �	����;

������ �������

�	A��;���, or -A��;� �	����;��� or –����;�
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Appendix 2. Summary of Paradigms 217

Pres. Impf. Fut. 1 Aor. Pf. Plpf.

Ininitive

(a) (b) (c) (d)
������� �������� �������� ��������

Participle

(a) (b) (c) (d)
�	����
�5 �	�����
�6 �	�����
�7 ���	�A�
�8

�	
�A�
	 �	�
�A�
	 �	���A�
	 ���	�A�
	

�	
�A�� �	�
�A�� �	���A�� ���	�A��

�	����
� �	�����
� �	�����
� ���	�A�
�

�	����
� �	�����
� �	�����
� ���	�A�
�

�	
�A�;� �	�
�A�;� �	���A�;� ���	�A�;�

�	
�A�
�� �	�
�A�
�� �	���A�
�� ���	�A�
��

�	
�A�
	� �	�
�A�
	� �	���A�
	� ���	�A�
	�

3. THEMATIC VERBS – PASSIVE INDICATIVE, ���

Pres. Impf. Fut. 1 Aor. Pf. Plpf.

Indicative

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
��
��� =�	���� �	���
��� =����� �A�	��� (=)�������
��� =��
	 �	���� =����� �A�	��� (=)�A�	�

������ =����
 �	������� =���� �A�	��� (=)�A�	�


�	����� =�	����� �	�������� =������� �������� (=)��������
������ =������ �	������� =������ �A�	��� (=)�A�	���
��
���� =��
��
 �	���
���� =������� �A�	���� (=)�A�	��


Subjunctive

(a) (b)
��;��� �	�@

��� �	�	�

������ �	�	

�	B���� �	�@���

������ �	����

��;���� �	�@��(�)

5 �	����
�, �	
�A��, �	����
�.
6 �	�����
�, �	�
�A��, �	�����
�.
7 �	�����
�, �	���A��, �	��v���
�.
8 ���	�A�
�, ���	�A��, ���	�A�
�.
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218 Appendix 2. Summary of Paradigms

Pres. Impf. Fut. 1 Aor. Pf. Plpf.

Optative

(a) (b)
�	
���� �	�����

��
�
 �	�����

��
��
 ������

�	
����� �	��X���, or �������
��
���� �	��X��, or ������
��
���
 �	��X��, or -�������

Imperative

(a) (b)
��
	 �����

�	A��; �	����;

������ �������

�	A��;���, or -A��;� �	����;���, or -����;�

Ininitive

(a) (b) (c)
������� �	�������� �	�����

Participle

(a) (b) (c) (d)
N �	����
�9 �	�������
�10 �	����11 ���	�A�
�12

G �	
�A�
	 �	���
�A�
	 �	�A��
� ���	�A�
	

D �	
�A�� �	���
�A�� �	�A��� ���	�A��

A �	����
� �	�������
� �	�A��� ���	�A�
�

N �	����
� �	�������
� �	�A���� ���	�A�
�

G �	
�A�;� �	���
�A�;� �	�A��;� ���	�A�;�

D �	
�A�
�� �	���
�A�
�� �	��X��(�) ���	�A�
��

A �	
�A�
	� �	���
�A�
	� �	�A���� ���	�A�
	�

9 �	����
�, �	
�A��, �	����
�.
10 �	�������
�, �	���
�A��, �	�������
�.
11 �	����, �	��X��, �	�A�.
12 ���	�A�
�, ���	�A��, ���	�A�
�.
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Appendix 2. Summary of Paradigms 219

4. CONTRACT VERBS, �
�2, $���2, ���)2

Present Active

Present Active Indicative

(a) (b) (c) (d)
0
�@ <!�0@ 0���@ %@

0
��X� <!�0�� 0���
X� %	�

0
��X <!�0� 0���
X %	

0
�
���� <!�0@��� 0���
���� %@���

0
��X�� <!�0��� 0���
��� %���

0
�
���(�) <!�0@��(�) 0���
���(�) %@��(�)

Imperfect Active Indicative

(a) (b) (c) (d)
=0
�
	� s!�0;� =0���
	� E%;�

=0
���� s!�0�� =0���
	� E%��

=0
��� s!�0� =0���
	 E%�

=0
�
���� s!�0@��� =0���
���� =%@���

=0
��X�� s!�0��� =0���
��� =%���

=0
�
	� s!�0;� =0���
	� E%;�

Present Active Imperative

(a) (b) (c) (d)
0
��� <!�0� 0���
	 %�

0
����; <!�0��; 0���
��; %��;

0
��X�� <!�0��� 0���
��� %���

0
����;��� <!�0��;��� 0���
��;��� %B��;�

Present Active Subjunctive

(a) (b) (c) (d)
0
�@ <!�0@ 0���@ %@

0
�	� <!�0�� 0���
X� %	�

0
�	 <!�0� 0���
X %	

0
�@��� <!�0@��� 0���@��� %@���

0
���� <!�0��� 0���@�� %���

0
�@��(�) <!�0@��(�) 0���@��(�) %@��(�)
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220 Appendix 2. Summary of Paradigms

Present Active Ininitive

(a) (b) (c) (d)
0
��X� <!�0�� 0���
�� %��

Present Active Participle

(a) (b) (c) (d)
m. 0
�@� <!�0@� 0���@� %@�

fm. 0
�
��� <!�0@�� 0���
��� %@��

nt. 0
�
�� <!�0@� 0���
�� %@�

Present Passive

Present Passive Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
0
�
���� <!�0@��� 0���
����

0
�	 or -�X <!�0����13 0���
X

0
��X��� <!�0���� 0���
����

0
�
����� <!�0B���� 0���
�����

0
��X��� <!�0���� 0���
����

0
�
����� <!�0@���� 0���
�����

Imperfect Passive Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
=0
�
���� s!�0B��� =0���
����

=0
�
� s!�0@ =0���
�

=0
��X�
 s!�0��
 =0���
��


=0
�
����� s!�0B���� =0���
�����

=0
��X��� s!�0���� =0���
����

=0
�
����� s!�0@��
 =0���
���


Present Passive Imperative

(a) (b) (c)
0
�
� <!�0@ 0���
�

0
�����; <!�0���; 0���
���;

0
��X��� <!�0���� 0���
����

0
�����;��� <!�0���;��� 0���
���;���

13 Cf. Section 11.9.
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Present Passive Subjunctive

(a) (b) (c)
0
�@��� <!�0@��� 0���@���

0
�	 <!�0� 0���
X

0
����� <!�0���� 0���@���

0
�B���� <!�0B���� 0���B����

0
����� <!�0���� 0���@���

0
�@���� <!�0@���� 0���@����

Present Passive Ininitive

(a) (b) (c)
0
��X���� <!�0����� 0���
�����

Present Middle Contract Verbs, �A
���, 7�@���, ��������
����

Present Middle Indicative

�A
���14 7�@��� ��������
����

�A� 7�����15 ��������
X

��X��� 7����� ��������
����

������� 7�B���� ��������
�����

��X��� 7����� ��������
����

�A
���� 7�@���� ��������
�����

Imperfect Middle Indicative of Contract Verbs

=������ =7�@��� ��������
����

=�A
	 =7�@ ��������
�

=��X�
 =7���
 ��������
��


=������� =7�B���� ��������
�����

=��X��� =7����� ��������
����

=�A
��
 =7�@��
 ��������
���


Present Middle Imperative of Contract Verbs

�A
	 7�@ ��������
�

�����; 7����; ��������
���;

��X��� 7����� ��������
����

�����;��� 7����;��� ��������
���;���

14 This verb is unusual because � + 
 do not contract as do other �-contract verbs. The root is
√
���.

15 Cf. Section 11.9.
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5. THEMATIC VERBS – 
% � (�� , ��� , �
� )

Active Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
Pf. Pfpf. Fut.

R�� br���� �T���;, �>�
���

R���, 
R��� br���� etc.

R��(�) br���


>�����, >���� br������


>����, >��� br�����


>����(�), >����� br������

Perfect Active Subjunctive Perfect Active Imperative

�T�@

�T�	� >���

�T�	 >��;

�T�@���

�T���� >���

�T�@��(�) >��;���

Perfect Active Ininitive

�T�A���

Perfect Active Participle

m. fm. nt.
�T�B� �T�	X� �T���

�T���
� �T�	��� �T���
�

etc.

6. THEMATIC VERBS – ���'(��

Active Indicative

(a) (b)16 (c) (d) (e) (f)
Pres. 2 Aor. Fut. Pf. Plpf. Impf.

!��B��; E!�;� !�B�
��� E!�;�� =!�B���� =!��B��
�

!��B����� E!�;�

!��B��� E!�;

16 !��B��; is athematic in the 2 aorist.
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Appendix 2. Summary of Paradigms 223

!��B��
��� E!�;���

!��B����� E!�;��

!��B��
	��(�) E!�;���

Aorist Active Optative

!�
���

!�
���

!�
��

!�
X��� or !�
�����
!�
X�� or !�
����
!�
X�� or !�
�����

Aorist Active Subjunctive

!�@

!�@�

!�@ or !�
X

!�@���

!�@��

!�@��(�)

Aorist Active Ininitive

!�@���

Aorist Active Imperative

26.6.6 2 Aorist Active Participle

!�@�� N !�
�� !�
��� !���

!�B�; G !����
�

D !�����

!�@�� A !�����

!�B�;��� etc.

7. ATHEMATIC VERBS:  ���
�� and ����
��

Present Middle Indicative

(a) (b)
������� �������

������� or ���� ����

������� �������

�	������ ��������

������� �������

�������� ��������
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8. ATHEMATIC VERBS – ACTIVE INDICATIVE

Present Active Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
���;�� ������ k�����

���;� ����� k����

���;��(�) ������(�) k�����(�)

���
��� ������� k������

���
�� ������ k�����

�������(�) ���A���(�) V�����(�)17

Imperfect Active Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
=���
	� =����� k����

=���
	� =������ k����

=���
	 =����� k���

=���
��� =������� k������

=���
�� =������ k�����

=���
��� =������� k������

Future Active Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
�B�; ���; ����;

�B���� ������ �������

�B��� ����� ������

�B�
��� ���
��� ����
���

�B���� ������ �������

�B�
	��(�) ���
	��(�) ����
	��(�)

Aorist Active Indicative

transitive intransitive
(a) (b) (c) (d)
E�;�� E���� E�����18 E����19

E�;��� E����� E������ E����

E�;��(�) E����(�) E�����(�) E���

=�B����� =������� =�������� E������

=�B���� =������ =������� E�����

E�;��� E����� E������ E������

17 Note how the � of the stem contracts with the � of the ending.
18 Transitive use: “I set up, I caused to stand.”
19 Intransitive form: “I stood.”
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Perfect Active Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
�A�;�� �A����� a�����

�A�;��� �A������ a������

�A�;��(�) �A�����(�) a�����(�)

���B����� ���������� W��������

���B���� ��������� W�������

���B����(�) ���������(�) W�������(�)

9. ATHEMATIC VERBS – ACTIVE INDICATIVE,  ����/
�, ��
�

26.9.1 26.9.2
Pres. Pres. Impf.

�����	��, ������; 
��� E
��

��������� 
	� E
��

�����	��(�) 
���(�) E
� (and 2 aor.)
�����	��� 
��A� E
����

�����	�� 
��A E
���

���������(�) 
���(�) E
����

10. ATHEMATIC VERBS – MIDDLE INDICATIVE,  � �
�,
����
�, 0(��
�

Present Middle Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
���
��� ������� k������

���
��� ������� k������

���
��� ������� k������

�������� ���A���� V�������

���
��� ������� k������

���
���� �������� k�������

Imperfect Middle Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
=������� =���A��� V������

=���
�
 =�����
 k����


=���
�
 =�����
 k����


=�������� =���A���� V�������

=���
��� =������� k������

=���
��
 =������
 k�����
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Future Middle Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
�B�
��� ���
��� ����
���

�B�� ���� �����

�B����� ������� ��������

�;������ �������� ���������

�B����� ������� ��������

�B�
���� ���
���� ����
����

Aorist Middle Indicative

(a) (b)
=����� =�A��� (no middle forms)
E�
	 E�
	

E�
�
 E���


=������ =�A����

E�
��� E�����

E�
��
 E����


Perfect Middle Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
�A�
��� �A������ a������

�A�
��� �A������ a������

�A�
��� �A������ a������

�������� ��������� W�������

�A�
��� �������� a������

�A�
���� ��������� a�������

11. ATHEMATIC VERBS – PASSIVE INDICATIVE

Present Passive Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
���
��� ������� k������

���
��� ������� k������

���
��� ������� k������

�������� ���A���� V�������

���
��� ������� k������

���
���� �������� k�������
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Imperfect Passive Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
=������� =���A��� V������

=���
�
 =�����
 k����


=���
�
 =�����
 k����


=�������� =���A���� V�������

=���
��� =������� k������

=���
��
 =������
 k�����


Future Passive Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
�
���
��� �����
��� ������
���

�
���� ������ �������

�
������� ��������� ����������

�
�������� ���������� �����������

�
������� ��������� ����������

�
���
���� �����
���� ������
����

Aorist Passive Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
=����� =�A��� =������

=����� =�A��� =������

=���� =�A��� =�����

=������� =�A����� =��������

E������ =�A���� =�������

E������� =�A����� =��������

Perfect Passive Indicative

(a) (b)
�A�
��� �A������ a������

�A�
��� �A������ a������

�A�
��� �A������ a������

�������� ��������� W�������

�A�
��� �A������ a������

�A�
���� �A������� a�������
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12. ATHEMATIC VERBS – NON-INDICATIVE MOODS

���;�� (
√
�
) ������ (

√
��) k����� (

√
���)

Subjunctive – Active

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
Pres. Aor. Pres. Aor. Pres. Aor.

���@ �@ ���@ �@ V��@ ��@

���
� �
� ���	� �	� V��	� ��	�

���
 �
 ���	 �	 V��	 ��	

���@��� �@��� ���@��� �@��� V��@��� ��@���

���@�� �@�� ������ ���� V����� �����

���@��(�) �@��(�) ���@��(�) �@��(�) V��@��(�) ��@��(�)

Imperative – Active

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
Pres. Aor. Pres. Aor. Pres. Aor.

���
	 ��� ����� �A� k��� �����

�����; ���; ���A�; �A�; V����; ����;

���
�� ���� ������ �A�� k����� �����

�����;��� ���;��� ���A�;��� �A�;��� V����;��� ����;���

Ininitive of Athematic Verbs

Active Ininitive

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
Pres. 2 Aor. Pres. 2 Aor. Pres. 2 Aor.

������� �
���� ���A��� ��X��� V������20 ������/������

Middle Ininitive

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
���
���� ������ �������� �A���� k������� ���������

20 V������� is also attested.
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Passive Ininitive

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
���
���� �
����� �������� ������� k������� ��������

Participle- Active of Athematic Verbs

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
Pres. Aor. Pres. Aor. Pres. Aor.

���
��21 �
��22 ������23 ����24 V����25 ����26

������
� ����
� ���A��
� �A��
� V�����
� �����
�

������� ����� ���A��� �A��� V������ ������

������� ����� ���A��� �A��� V������ ������

�������� ������ ���A���� �A���� V������� �������

������;� ����;� ���A��;� �A��;� V�����;� �����;�

���
���(�) �
���(�) ����X��(�) ��X��(�) V�����(�) �����(�)
�������� ������ ���A���� �A���� V������� �������

Pres. Middle and Passive and Aor. Middle Participle

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
Pres.27 Aor.28 Pres.29 Aor. Pres.30 Aor.

�������
� �����
� ���A���
� �A���
�31 V������
� ������
�32

Aor. Passive Participle

m. �
���� ������ �������

fm. �
����� ������� ��������

nt. �
�A� ���A� ����A�

21 ���
��, ���
���, �����.
22 �
��, �
���, ���.
23 ������, ����X��, ���A�.
24 ����, ��X��, �A�.
25 V����, V�����, V����; for pf. ptc. of this verb see 21.3.
26 ���� �����, ����.
27 �������
�, -�, -
�.
28 �����
�, -�, -
�.
29 ���A���
�, -�, -
�.
30 V������
�, -�, -
�.
31 �A���
�, -�, -
�.
32 ������
�, -�, -
�.
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13. ATHEMATIC VERBS: �	
�

Indicative

(a) (b) (c)
Pres. Impf. Fut.

�T�� b��� E�
���

�R u� E��

=���(�) u� E����

=��A� u���33 =������

=��A u�� E�����

�T��(�) u��� E�
����

Present Subjunctive

i

ur�

ur

i���

u��

i��(�)

Imperative of �	
�

>���

E��; (also b�;)

E���

E��;��� or E��;�

Ininitive

�R���

Participle of �	
�

m. fm. nt.

N {� 
c�� ?�

G ?��
� 
d��� ?��
�

D ?��� 
d�� ?���

A ?��� 
c��� ?�

33 Alternative form: b����.

Downloaded from Cambridge Books Online by IP 203.176.151.19 on Sun Feb 10 17:51:26 WET 2013.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511843815.028

Cambridge Books Online © Cambridge University Press, 2013



Appendix 2. Summary of Paradigms 231

m. fm. nt.

N ?���� 
c��� ?���

G ?��;� 
	�@� ?��;�

D 
c��(�) 
d���� 
c��(�)
A ?���� 
d��� ?���

NOUNS

14. he Deinite Article

Singular Plural
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N I s �� 
V �V ��

G �
� ��� �
� �@� �@� �@�

D �
 �	 �
 �
X� ��X� �
X�

A ��� ��� �� �
�� ��� ��

V i i i i i i

15. Nouns - First Declension

(a) (b) (c) (d)
�-Pure 
-Pure 
-Impure masc. of irst decl.

N 
;�� 
;��� =������� =�������� ��-� ��-�� ������� �������
G 
;��� 
;�@� =�������� =������@� ��-�� �
-@� �����
� �����@�
D 
;�	 
;��X� =������� =��������� ��-� ��-��� �����	 ������X�
A 
;��� 
;��� =�������� =�������� ��-�� ��-�� ������� �������
V 
;�� 
;��� =������� =�������� ��-� ��-�� ������ �������

16. Nouns – Second Declension

(a) (b)
m. nt.

N ����
� ����
� �A��
� �A���

G ����
	 ����;� �A��
	 �A��;�

D ����� ����
�� �A��� �A��
��

A ����
� ����
	� �A��
� �A���

V ����� ����
� �A��
� �A���
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17. Nouns –hird Declension

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
dental dental dental dental velar liquid liquid

N D�7;� ��- 
@� =�0�� ���- <��� 0����

G D�7
��
� �	���� 
;��� =�0��
� ������ <����� 0�����

D D�7
��� �	��� 
;�� =�0��� ����� <���� 0����

A D�7
��� ����� 
@� =�0��� ����� D���� 0��A��

V D�7;� ��- 
@� =�0�� ���- D��� 0����

N D�7
���� ������ 
@�� =�0���� ������ D����� 0��A���

G <�7���;� �	��@� 
B�;� =�0��;� ����@� <���@� 0��A�;�

D D�7
	��(�) �	-�(�) 
;��(�) =�0���(�) ���-�(�) <������(�) 0������(�)
A D�7
���� ������ 
@�� =�0���� ������ D����� 0��A���

V D�7
���� ������ 
@�� =�0���� ������ D����� 0��A���

(i) (j) (k)
-�� -�/�	 -
/
	

N ?�
�� �������� E��
�

G J�����
� �����A;� E��
	�

D J������ ������X E����

A ?�
�� �����A� E��
�

V ?�
�� ������� E��
�

N J������ ������X� E���

G J�
���;� �����A;� =��@�

D J������(�) ���������(�) E�����(�)
A J������ ������X� E���

V J������ ������X� E���

ADJECTIVES

18. “2-1-2” Type Adjectives, $���"�

Singular Plural
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N <!���� <!��� <!���� <!��
� <!���� <!���

G <!��
� <!���� <!��
� <!��@� <!��@� <!��@�

D <!��
 <!��	 <!��
 <!��
X� <!���X� <!��
X�

A <!���� <!���� <!���� <!��
�� <!���� <!���

V <!��A <!��� <!���� <!��
� <!���� <!���
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19. Heteroclite “2-1-2” Type Adjectives

a) �
���, �
���, �
��

Singular Plural
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N 0
��� 0
��� 0
�� 0
��
� 0
���� 0
���

G 0
��
� 0
���� 0
��
� 0
��@� 0
��@� 0
��@�

D 0
��
 0
��	 0
��
 0
��
X� 0
���X� 0
��
X�

A 0
��� 0
���� 0
�� 0
��
�� 0
���� 0
���

b) 
����, 
�����, 
���

m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N �A!�� ��!��� �A!� ��!��
� ��!���� ��!���

G ��!��
	 ��!���� ��!��
	 ��!��;� ��!��;� ��!��;�

D ��!��� ��!��� ��!��� ��!��
�� ��!����� ��!��
��

A �A!�� ��!���� �A!� ��!��
	� ��!���� ��!���

20. “3-1-3” Type Adjectives

a) ���, ��(�, ���

N 0�� 0��� 0�� 0����� 0���� 0����

G 0����� 0���� 0����� 0���;� 0��@� 0���;�

D 0���� 0��� 0���� 0���(�) 0����� 0���(�)
A 0���� 0���� 0�� 0����� 0���� 0����

b) 
# ���, 
# �
��, 
# ��

N 
U���� 
U����� 
U�A�

G 
U����� 
U������ 
U�����

D 
U���� 
U����� 
U����

A 
U�A�� 
U������ 
U�A�

21. hird Declension Adjective of Two Terminations, $�����

Singular Plural
m./fm. nt. m./fm. nt.

N <����� <���A� <����X� <����

G <���
�� <���
�� <���@� <���@�

D <����X <����X <���A��(�) <���A��(�)
A <���� <���A� <����X� <����

V <���A� <���A� <����X� <����
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22. Comparative Adjective of Two Terminations, 
��*��

Singular Plural
m./fm. nt. m./fm. nt.

N ���%;� ��X%
� ���%
���, ���%
	� ���%
��, ���%;
G ���%
�
� ���%
�
� ���%��;� ���%��;�

D ���%
�� ���%
�� ���%
��(�) ���%
��(�)
A ���%
��, ���%; ��X%
� ���%
���, ���%
	� ���%
��, ���%;
V ��X%
� ��X%
� ���%
���, ���%
	� ���%
��, ���%;

PRONOUNS

23. Personal Pronouns, ��', (�, �#�"�

(a) (b)
First Person Second Person

Sg. Pl. Sg. Pl.

N =!B s��X� �� ^��X�

G =�
�, �
	 ��@� �
�, �
	 ^�@�

D =�
�, �
� ��X� �
�, �
� ^�X�

A =�A, �� ���� �A, �� ^���

(c)
hird Person

Singular Plural
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N �U��� �U�� �U�� �U�
� �U��� �U��

G �U�
� �U��� �U�
� �U�@� �U�@� �U�@�

D �U�
 �U�	 �U�
 �U�
X� �U��X� �U�
X�

A �U��� �U��� �U�� �U�
�� �U��� �U��

24. Demonstrative Pronouns, 
��
�, �����
�

a) 
��
�, ����, �
��
 (“this”)

Singular Plural
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N 
Q�
� �S�� �
��
 
Q�
� �Q��� �����

G �
��
	 ������ �
��
	 �
��;� �
��;� �
��;�

D �
��� ����� �
��� �
��
�� ������� �
��
��

A �
��
� ������ �
��
 �
��
	� ������ �����
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b) �����
�, ������ �����
 (“that”)

Singular Plural
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N =��X�
� =����� =��X�
 =��X�
� =��X��� =��X��

G =����
	 =������ =����
	 =����;� =����;� =����;�

D =����� =����� =����� =����
�� =������� =����
��

A =��X�
� =������ =��X�
 =����
	� =������ =��X��

25. Relative Pronouns, ��, !, �

Singular Plural
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

N h� v h 
k �k C

G 
Q w� 
Q x� x� x�

D � ur � 
y� �y� 
y�

A h� v� h 
S� C� C

26. Relexive Pronouns – �
�/�
�, (��/�
�, 3�/�
�

Singular Plural
m. fm. nt. m. fm. nt.

a) First-Person Relexive Pronoun
G =��	�
� =��	��� W�	�@� W�	�@�

D =��	�
 =��	�	 W�	�
X� W�	��X�

A =��	��� =��	��� W�	�
�� W�	���

b) Second-Person Relexive Pronoun
G ���	�
� ���	��� W�	�@� W�	�@�

D ���	�
 ���	�	 W�	�
X� W�	��X�

A ���	��� ���	��� W�	�
�� W�	���

c)hird-Person Relexive Pronoun
G W�	�
� W�	��� W�	�
� W�	�@� W�	�@� W�	�@�

D W�	�
 W�	�	 W�	�
 W�	�
X� W�	��X� W�	�
X�

A W�	��� W�	��� W�	�� W�	�
�� W�	��� W�	��

27. Reciprocal Pronoun – $������

G <����;�

D <����
��

A <����
	�
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28. he Indeinite Pronoun, ���, ��

m./fm. nt.
Enclitic Enclitic

Sg.

N ��� ��

G ���
� (�����) ���
� (�����)
D ���� (����) ���� (����)
A ���� (����) ��

Pl.

N ����� (���A�) ���� (����)
G ���;� (���@�) ���;� (���@�)
D ����(�) (����, �����) ����(�) (����, �����)
A ����� (�����) ���� (����)

29. he Interrogative Pronoun, ���, ��

m./fm. nt.

N ��� ��

G ���
� ���
�

D ���� ����

A ���� ��

N ����� ����

G ���;� ���;�

D ����(�) ����(�)
A ����� ����
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Summary of Vocabulary to Be Memorized

(bracketed numbers refer to chapter numbers)

1. <!����, -�, -�� (7)
2. <!�0�; (4)
3. <!�0� (21)
4. <!�0����, �, �� (4)
5. D!!��
� (1)
6. H!��%; (24)
7. C!�
�, -�, -
� (8)
8. <!��� (21)
9. D!; (10)
10. <���
� (6)
11. <���
�� (6)
12. �y��, -��
� (21)
13. �>�; (9)
14. �T�A; (4)
15. �TB��
�, -
� (10)
16. <�
�; (2)
17. <������ (6)
18. <�����, -A� (14)
19. <�������, -�, -�� (6)
20. <���@� (8)
21. <��� (2)
22. <����;� (8)
23. D��
�, -�, -
 (14)
24. <������ (6)
25. <��� (1)
26. <���� (5)
27. D� (8)
28. <�� (2)
29. <������; (11)
30. <��!!A��; (12)
31. <�������� (19)
32. <�A�7
��� (20)

237
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238 Summary of Vocabulary to Be Memorized

33. <���, <����� (14)
34. D���;0
� (5)
35. <������� (22)
36. <�
�!; (22)
37. D�;��� (10)
38. D-�
�, -�, -
� (7)
39. C0��, C0���, C0�� (15)
40. <0������ (6)
41. <0A�7
��� (13)
42. <0�, <0’, <
’ (8)
43. <0
�����; (21)
44. <0
����
��� (11)
45. <0
�����; (23)
46. <0���	�� (21)
47. <0
��A��; (10)
48. <0���
�
� (1)
49. D��� (2)
50. D��
� (13)
51. <�7� (6)
52. D�7;, D�7
��� (11)
53. D�7;�, D�7
��
� (14)
54. <��A���� (17)
55. <����A; (16)
56. <�0�%
��� (11)
57. �U���, -�, -� (8)
58. <
���� (24)
59. ����; (22)
60. ��0��%; (3)
61. �������� (10, 14)
62. ��������, -�;� (15)
63. ��A0; (3)
64.  ������� (1)
65. !��
� (9)
66. !�� (3)
67. !����; (16)
68. !A�
�, -
	� (21)
69. !� (11)
70. !	��, !	������ (9, 14)
71. !��
��� (11)
72. !��B��; (8)
73. !�@��� (21)
74. !���������, -A;� (16)
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75. !��
� (10)
76. !��
; (16)
77. �������
� (20)
78. �A (2)
79. ��X (10)
80. �����	�� (21)
81. ����� (14)
82. ������
�, -�, -
� (10)
83. �A7
��� (12)
84. ������
� (13)
85. ���, ��Ʌ(3)
86. ��L �
��
 (6)
87. ����
�
� (9)
88. ����
�� (19)
89. ��������
� (3)
90. ������; (18)
91. ����7� (18)
92. ���;�� (20)
93. ��A�7
��� (13)
94. �����
�, -�, -
� (7)
95. �����
���� (19)
96. ������; (19)
97. ��9@ (-�;) (12)
98. ��B�; (18)
99. �
�A; (19)
100. ��-� (6)
101. �
-�%; (19)
102. �
��
� (16)
103. ������� (11)
104. �������, -�;� (21)
105. ��
, �	��(�) (15)
106. �B���� (18)
107. �;��� (12)
108. =�� (10)
109. =L� �� (10)
110. W�	�
�, -��, -
� (8)
111. =!!�� (2)
112. =!���; (3)
113. =!B (6)
114. E��
�, -�
	� (15)
115. �T (7)
116. �R��� (3)
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117. �T�� (3)
118. �R0��, -
�, -�� (7)
119. �T���� (13)
120. �T� (6)
121. �y�, ���, a� (15)
122. �T�A�7
��� (19)
123. �T�0
���
��� (21)
124. �T�
A�; (18)
125. =�, =- (6)
126. a����
�, -�, -
� (7)
127. =�����; (22)
128. =��X (3)
129. =��X��� (16)
130. =��X�
�, -�, -
 (7)
131. =������� (6)
132. =�0
���
��� (19)
133. } #����, -��
� (22)
134. =�0�%; (19)
135. =�0��, =�0��
� (22)
136. =��	�
�, -�� (8)
137. =�����; (21)
138. =���, -�, -�� (7)
139. =� (6)
140. =����� (12)
141. =��
�� (18)
142. =�B0�
� (12)
143. a- (2)
144. =-A�7
��� (13)
145. E-����(�) (17)
146. =-
	��� (6)
147. E-; (22)
148. W
��� (10)
149. =0�!!���� (18)
150. =0���; (13)
151. =0��; (12)
152. =0����
� (5)
153. E0���� (22)
154. =0�, =0’, =
’ (8)
155. =�!�%
��� (18)
156. E�!
� (5)
157. E���
�, -
� (7)
158. E�7
��� (11)
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159. =�;��; (13)
160. =���; (13)
161. E�7��
�, -�, -
� (22)
162. a���
�, -�, -
� (14)
163. E�� (14)
164. E�
�, E�
	� (17)
165. �U�!!A��
� (12)
166. �U�!!���%
��� (13)
167. �U�A;�, �U��� (17)
168. �^����; (3)
169. �U7�����A; (20)
170. E7; (3)
171. a;� (9)
172. %�; (4)
173. %��
� (9)
174. %��A; (12)
175. %;� (6)
176. %�
0
�A; (18)
177. b (2)
178. b�� (9)
179. v�; (9)
180. �&���� (7)
181. ���X� (8)
182. ��A�� (8)
183. ��A���
�, -�, -
� (7)
184. u� (6)
185. �������, -�� (20)
186. �����
� (5)
187. ��	��%; (13)
188. ���
��� (12)
189. �A����, -��
� (15)
190. �A�; (4)
191. ���� (1)
192. ����0��; (17)
193. ����%; (13)
194. �������� (13)
195. ��;�A; (5)
196. �	!����, -���� (21)
197. >��, >�
	, T�
�, >���� (5)
198. >��
�, -�, -
� (6)
199. V���� (9)
200. F���
���	�� (1)
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201. ����
�� (1)
202. k�� (5)
203. ��
������ (1)
204. ��
	���� (1)
205. ��
	��X
�, -�, -
� (7)
206. >�
�, -�, -
� (18)
207. ������� (1)
208. ����������� (8)
209. k����� (20)
210. ��;����� (1)
211. �<!B (3)
212. ������� (19)
213. ����%; (20)
214. ���B� (7)
215. ��� (2)
216. ������ (18)
217. ���A; (4)
218. �����, -�, -�� (9)
219. ������ (18)
220. ���0�� (13)
221. ���� (2)
222. ��������; (11)
223. ����!
�A; (20)
224. ������; (22)
225. ����
� (1)
226. �������
� (17)
227. ���%; (20)
228. ����; (10)
229. ������ (10)
230. ����
� (5)
231. ���A; (4)
232. ������; (10)
233. �A!; (4)
234. ��!
� (2)
235. ��7�
� (19)
236. ��; (2)
237. ����
� (11)
238. ������� (6)
239. ����	�A; (4)
240. ����	��� (4)
241. �A!��, ��!���, �A!� (7)
242. ���%;�, -
� (15)
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243. �A��; (16)
244. �A� (3)
245. �A�; (3)
246. �A�
�, -�, -
� (7)
247. *������ (1)
248. ���� (2)
249. ��������; (18)
250. �� (9)
251. ������, �������, ���A� (15)
252. ���A�� (16)
253. �����, -���� (14)
254. ���� (13)
255. ���A; (11)
256. �����X
� (19)
257. ���
�, -�, -
� (18)
258. *;\��� (14)
259. ���� (9)
260. ������, -�, -�� (9)
261. ���
� (5)
262. ��� (9)
263. ��-, �	���� (14)
264. -����, -�, -�� (17)
265. I��� (6)
266. 
R�� (9)
267. 
T��� (9)
268. 
R�
� (9)
269. 
R�
� (9)
270. J��B (17)
271. h�
�;� (18)
272. I�
�
!A; (4)
273. ?�
��, -��
� (15)
274. J0��; (5)
275. h0
	 (5)
276. I�@ (-�;) (4)
277. J�!� (11)
278. ?�
�, -
	�, �� (14)
279. h�, v, h (8)
280. h�
�, -�, -
� (13)
281. h����, v���, h�� (15)
282. h��� (9)
283. h�� (4)
284. h�� (4)
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244 Summary of Vocabulary to Be Memorized

285. 
Q (16)
286. 
U, 
U�, 
U7 (3)
287. 
U�A (6)
288. 
U����, 
U�����, 
U�A� (15)
289. 
U�A�� (13)
290. 
c� (2)
291. 
d0; (9)
292. 
U����� (5)
293. 
d�� (2)
294. 
Q�
�, �S��, �
��
 (7)
295. 
S�;, 
S�;� (9)
296. 
U7� (4)
297. J
���A��� (24)
298. J
������, -��
� (24)
299. ?7�
� (16)
300. 0����
� (16)
301. 0�X�, 0����� (16)
302. 0���� (12)
303. 0���
�� (20)
304. 0��� (6)
305. 0������;�� (22)
306. 0������@ (-A;) (16)
307. 0������ (23)
308. 0��, 0���, 0�� (15)
309. 0��7� (9)
310. 0����, -���� (14)
311. 0�����, -��
� (16)
312. /���
� (1)
313. 0���; (10)
314. 0����; (18)
315. 0����%; (20)
316. 0�������� (24)
317. 0A�0; (3)
318. 0A��� (12)
319. 0A��� (4)
320. 0��� (6)
321. 0���0��A; (21)
322. 0�������; (20)
323. /A��
� (1)
324. /����
� (1)
325. 0��; (12)
326. 0�0�; (10)
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327. 0�����; (2)
328. 0�����, -�;� (14)
329. 0�����, -�, -�� (7)
330. 0�!� (12)
331. 0����; (24)
332. 0���;�, -
� (15)
333. 0���
�, -
	� (17)
334. 0����� -�� (23)
335. 0���@ (-�;) (4)
336. 0����
� (12)
337. 0�
X
� (20)
338. 0�����, -��
� (8)
339. 0�A; (10)
340. 0���� (9)
341. 0
X
�, 0
��, 0
X
� (7)
342. 0
�@ (-A;) (4)
343. 0����, -�;� (14)
344. 0
���, 0
���, 0
�� (7)
345. 0
�����, -�, -�� (11)
346. 0
���
��� (16)
347. 0��
�, -�, -
� (19)
348. 0����
� (19)
349. 0
� (8)
350. 0����; (13)
351. 0��� (16)
352. 0�� (8)
353. 0��� (6)
354. 0�
�A�7
��� (21)
355. 0�
���7
��� (12)
356. 0�
��	�A; (4)
357. 0�

���� (2)
358. 0�@�
�, -�, -
� (7)
359. 0��, -�� (21)
360. 0@� (10)
361. G���� (1)
362. G���, -��
� (12)
363. ������
� (5)
364. ���-, ������ (14)
365. ���	�
�, -�� (8)
366. ����X
� (9)
367. 2��;�, -;�
� (3)
368. �������, -�, -�� (23)
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369. ��
��� (6)
370. ����
�, -
	� (15)
371. ���, -�, -�� (7)
372. �0���; (21)
373. �0A���, -��
� (15)
374. �����
�, -;� (21)
375. ��
� (17)
376. �� (8)
377. ��� (11)
378. �	��!; (13)
379. �	��!;!� (2)
380. �
��!�%; (11)
381. ��%; (23)
382. �@��, -��
� (15)
383. �;���, -��
� (14)
384. �;����� (14)
385. �A (2)
386. �A��
� (5)
387. �A���, �A���
� (16)
388. �A������, �A����� (15)
389. ���A; (4)
390. ������ (20)
391. ����; (18)
392. ���� (16)
393. ���, �� (15)
394. ���, �� (15)
395. �
�
��
�, -����, -
��
(�) (12)
396. ��0
� (5)
397. ���� (16)
398. ���X�, ���� (15)
399. ����
�, -�, -
� (9)
400. ��B!; (22)
401. ^!���, A� (17)
402. S�;�, -���
� (14)
403. 	V�� (3)
404. ^��X� (8)
405. ^�A���
�, -�, -
� (7)
406. ^0�!; (10)
407. ^0A� (11)
408. ^0�, ^0Ʌ, ^
Ʌ (8)
409. ^9�; (11)
410. 
���; (3)
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411. 
�����; (4)
412. 4�����X
� (3)
413. 
A�; (10)
414. 
��� (21)
415. 
��A; (18)
416. 
��
� (11)
417. 
��
� (19)
418. 

�A
��� (17)
419. 
	���� (11)
420. 
;�A; (4)
421. 
;�� (6)
422. 
@�, -��� (4)
423. 
;��%; (3)
424. 7���; (12)
425. 7��� (12)
426. 7����, -��
� (14)
427. 7������, 6������ (2)
428. 7���
� (3)
429. 7;���, -�, -�� (17)
430. 7B�� (13)
431. 7;��� (4)
432. 9������ (22)
433. 9	7� (13)
434. l�� (8)
435. e� (4)
436. l�0�� (18)
437. l��� (11)
438. �
��A; (23)
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accents, 2.3–2.4.8; accenting compound
verbs, 9.3; accenting first declension,
6.2, 6.9; accenting infinitives, 23.2;
accenting nouns, 5.5; accenting
participles, 18.1; accenting verbs in the
indicative mood, 3.7

accusative case, 5.1.2; verbs taking two
accusatives, 5.1.2; acc. of time,
5.12.1

active voice, 3.4
adjectives, 7.1; attributive adjectives, 7.2.1;

comparative and superlative adjectives,
7.7; heteroclite adjectives, 7.4;
possessive adjectives, 7.3; predicative
adjectives, 7.2.2; substantive adjectives,
7.2.3; comparative adjectives of two
terminations, 15.8; ‘3-1-3’ type
adjectives, 15.4.

adverbial numbers, 18.10
adverbial participles, 19.4–7
agriculture as a semantic domain,

21.7
alphabet, 1.1
antepenult, 2.4.4–10
aorist, aspect of aorist, 9.1; athematic

verbs, 20.7–9; first aorist of stems
ending in liquid consonants, 9.5

aorist passive indicative, 17.1; of deponent
verbs, 17.1; of verbs ending in velars,
dentals, labials, 17.2; aorist passive
participle, 19.1

aoristic aspect, 3.1, 9.1, 16.1
apostrophe, 2.7
appositional infinitive, 23.6.2
articular infinitive, 23.4.3–5; of time,

23.4.4

aspect, 3.1, 3.3,16.1; perfective aspect,
16.2

aspiration, 1.9, 2.2, 5.9.1
athematic conjugation, 20
athematic verbs, active: present, indicative,

20.3; verbal stems, 20.2, future, 20.6;
imperfect indicative, 20.5.1; first aorist,
20.7; perfect, 20.7; participle, 21.3;
imperative, 24.2, box 2; infinitive, 23.3;
subjunctive, 22.5; stem changes,
20.1

athematic verbs, middle: first aorist, 20.8;
present, 20.4

athematic verbs, passive: present, 20.4; first
aorist, 20.9; imperfect, 20.5

attraction of the relative pronoun,
8.5.3

attributive use of adjective, 7.2.1
augment, see temporal augment

breathing marks, 2.2

cardinal numbers, 18.10
causal participles, 19.6.1
cases, 5.1; expressing time, 5.12
commands, imperative, 24.1–3
comparative adjectives, 7.7; comparative

adjectives of 2 terminations, 15.8
complementary infinitives,

23.4.2
compound verbs, accenting, 9.3
conative imperfect, 12.2.4
concessive participles, 19.6.2
conditional participles, 19.6.5
conditional sentences, 22.6
consonantal iota, 19.1, n. 1

249
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contract verbs, 4.1; �-contract verbs, 4.2;
�-contract verbs, 4.3; 
-contract verbs,
4.4; aorist of contract verbs, 9.4; future
of contract verbs, 4.5; middle and
passive of contract verbs, 11.9; perfect
of contract verbs, 16.5

contrary to fact statements, 22.6.3
crasis, 3.15, n. 22
cursive letters, 1.0
customary imperfect, 12.2.2

dative, 5.1.4; instrumental dative, 5.1.4; of
time, 5.12.2; Greek verbs taking the
dative that do not take dative in
English, 5.1.4, n. 6

declining nouns, 5.0, 5.2
definite article, 5.7, 6.5–6; substantive use

of definite article, 6.8
demonstrative pronouns, 7.5; use, 7.6
dental consonants, 1.4.2, 3.11
deponent verbs, 11.3
diaeresis, 2.5
digamma, 10.5, n. 16, 15.2, n. 1, 16.6, n. 7,

22.4, n. 4
double vowels, 1.3

eating and drinking as a semantic domain,
22.10

elision, 2.7, 5.9.1
emphatic future negation, 22.7.3
enclitics, 5.6.2; 8.0, 8.1–2; �T�� as enclitic,

3.10.1; ���, �� as enclitics, 15.5
Erasmian system of pronunciation, I.1,

1.9
epexegetic k��, 5.15, n. 17, 22.7.6
explanatory k��, 5.15, n. 17, 22.7.6

first aorist active, of contract verbs, 9.4; of
athematic verbs, 20.7; participle, 18.4.1;
formation, 9.2; of verbs ending in
labials, velars, and dentals, 9.6; of verbs
ending in liquid consonants, 9.5

first aorist middle, 13.3; first aorist middle
participle, 18.4.2; of athematic verbs,
20.8

first aorist passive, of athematic verbs,
20.9; participle, 19.1

first declension, 6.1; �-pure, 6.2; �-pure,
6.3; �-impure, 6.4; masculine nouns of
first declension, 6.7; accenting, 6.9; of
stems ending in -��� and -
��, 6.3, n. 2,
6.10, n. 8

first person pronoun, 8.1
fricatives, 1.4, 9.6
future active indicative, 3.9; of verbs

ending in labials, velars and dentals,
3.11; of verbs ending in liquid
consonants, 4.6; future of �T��, 11.8;
future of E7;, 3.12; of contract verbs,
4.5; of irregular verbs, 4.7

future middle indicative, 11.7
future participle, 18.3; active, 18.3.1;

middle, 18.3.2; passive, 18.3.3
future passive indicative, 17.4

genitive case, 5.1.3; of kind, 5.1.3; gen. of
possession, 5.1.3; of time, 5.12.3;
objective and subjective genitive, 9.9; of
proper names with gen. ending in
-�, 6.7, n. 6

genitive absolute, 19.7
genitive of comparison, 5.13, 15.8
grave accent, 2.4.10

historic present, 3.8
historical Greek pronunciation system, see

Introduction
hortatory subjunctive, 22.7.1
household as a semantic domain, 21.6

imperative mood, 22.1, 24.0; active
imperative of athematic verbs, 24.2
(box 2); prohibitions, 24.3; imperative
of �V��, !��B��; and 
R��, 24.2 (box 1)

imperfect active indicative, 12.1–5; of
athematic verbs, 20.5; uses, 12.2; of E7;,
12.5; of verbs of saying, 12.2.6; in
indirect discourse, 12.2.7

imperfect middle tense, 13.2
imperfect passive tense, 13.1
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imperfective aspect, 3.1, 12.1, 16.1
impersonal verbs, with infinitive, 23.4.1;

impersonal use of �T��, 3.10.2
inceptive imperfect, 12.2.5
indefinite pronoun: ���, ��, 15.5
indicative mood, 3.1, 3.3, 22.1
indirect discourse and infinitive, 23.6.1
infinitive, 23.1; accenting, 23.2 (box 2);

forming, 23.2; articular infinitive,
23.4.4–6; complimentary infinitive,
23.4.2; appositional infinitive, 23.6.2;
impersonal verbs with infinitive, 23.4.1;
in indirect discourse, 23.6.1; uses, 23.4;
of athematic verbs, 23.3, of liquid and
contract verbs, 23.2 (box 1); infin. of
purpose, 23.4.3

inflection of nouns, 5.0
interrogative pronoun, ���, ��, 15.6
iota subscript, 2.1
iterative imperfect, 12.2.3

kinship as a semantic domain, 21.6
koine Greek, see Introduction

labial consonants, 1.4.1, 3.11, 9.5–6
liquid verbs, 4.6
Louw, J. P. and E. A Nida, 1.7

masculine nouns of the first declension,
6.7

��-verbs, see athematic verbs
middle voice, 3.4, 11.2; middle of

participles of athematic verbs, 21.4;
perfect middle, 16.10–11

moods, 22.1
movable �, 3.6

names with gen. ending ending in
-�, 6.7, n. 6

nomina sacra (sacred names), 1.0, n. 2
nominative, 5.1.1
non-temporal adverbial participles,

19.6
numbers, 18.10; cardinal numbers,

15.9

objective genitive, 9.9.2
oblique cases, 5.1.1, 8.4.4
optative mood, 22.1, 22.8
ordinal numbers, 18.10

parsing, 3.3
participles, attributive use, 18.7.2;

temporal adverbial participles, 19.5;
non-temporal use of adverbial
participles, 19.6; substantive use, 18.7.1;
concessive participles, 19.6.2; causal
participles, 19.6.1; adverbial participles
expressing means, 19.6.3; adverbial
participles expressing purpose, 19.6.4;
conditional adverbial participles, 19.6.5

participles, first aorist active and middle,
18.4; first aorist passive, 19.1

participles, present, 18.1; of �T��, 18.2
participles, second aorist active, 18.5;

second aorist middle, 18.6; second
aorist passive, 19.1

participles, perfect, 19.2; participles of

R��, 26.5; first aorist, 18.4; future, 18.3;
present, 18.1

particles, 3.14; negative particle,
3.13

passive voice, 3.4, 11.1; aorist passive
indicative, 17.1; perfect passive
indicative, 16.11

penult, 2.4.4–8
perfect active, 16.3–4; of athematic verbs,

20.7; participle, 19.2; perfect of E7;,
16.8; second perfect of 
R��, 9.7,
16.7

perfect middle, 16.10; distinguishing
between perfect middle and passive
indicative, 16.11

perfect passive, 16.9; participle, 19.2
perfective aspect, 3.1, 16.1–2
periphrastic constructions, 19.8
phonodynamism, 4.1
politics as a semantic domain, 14.7
pluperfect tense, 16.12; pluperfect of 
R��,

16.13
possessive adjectives, 7.3
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post-positive particles, 3.14
predicate, verbs taking a predicate, 5.1.1
predicate use of adjectives, 7.2.2
prepositions, 5.9–11
present active indicative, 3.6; of athematic

verbs, 20.3; historic present, 3.8; of �T��,
3.10

present middle indicative, 11.5; of
athematic verbs, 20.4

present passive indicative, 11.4; of
athematic verbs, 20.4

present participle, 18.1; of �T��, 18.2
primary endings, 3.5
principal parts, 10.2, 16.3
proclitics, 5.6.1
progressive imperfect, 12.2.1
prohibitions, 22.7.2, 24.3
pronouns, first person pronouns, 8.1;

second person pronouns, 8.2; third
person pronouns, 8.3; reflexive
pronouns, 8.7; relative pronouns, 8.5;
reciprocal pronouns, 8.6

pronunciation, Introduction, I.1;
pronouncing vowels, 1.2; pronouncing
double vowels, 1.3; pronouncing stops
and fricatives, 1.4; pronouncing velars,
1.4.3, 1.5; pronouncing other consonant
clusters, 1.6

proper names with genitive in -�, 6.7, n. 6
principal parts, 10.2
psychological faculties as a semantic

domain, 18:9
punctuation marks, 2.6

question words, 15.7

reflexive pronouns, 8.7
relative pronouns, 8.5; attraction of the

relative pronoun, 8.5.3
roots, verbal, 10.1
rule of Attic construction, 3.6, n. 4

second aorist active indicative, 10.3; of
E7;, 10.4.1; of !��B��;, 10.4.2; active
participle, 18.5

second aorist middle indicative, 13.4;
second aorist middle participle, 18.6

second aorist passive indicative, 17.3
second declension masculine nouns, 5.3;

neuter nouns, 5.4
secondary endings, 3.5, 13.1, 13.3,

16.12
semantic domains, 1.7, 14.7, 18.9, 22.10
sigma, medial and final, 1.1
stative aspect, 16.2, 16.6
stop consonants, 1.4
subjective genitive, 9.9.1
subjunctive mood, 22.1
subjunctive, aorist, 22.3; present, 22.2; of

athematic verbs, 22.5; hortatory
subjunctive, 22.7.1; use in conditional
sentences, 22.6; of �T��, 22.4; of 
R��,
22.4; of !��B��;, 22.4

substantive use of adjective, 7.2.3
superlative adjectives, 7.7

temporal adverbial participles, 19.5
temporal syllabic augment, 9.2;

augmenting compound verbs, 9.3
third declension, 14; third declension of

stems ending in dentals, velars, and
labials, 14.2; third declension of stems
ending in �, 14.3; third declension of
stems ending in variable �/�, 14.4; third
declension of adjectives of two
terminations, 14.5; third declension of
nouns ending in -��, 15.1; third
declension of nouns ending in -�/�	,
15.2; third declension of neuter nouns
ending in -
�, 15.3; third declension of
3-1-3 type adjectives, 15.4

third person pronoun, 8.3–4
translation of Greek words, 1.7

ultima, 2.4.4–10
uncial letters, 1.0, n. 1

velar consonants, 1.4.3, 3.11, 9.6
verbs, formation, 3.2; parsing, 3.3; taking a

predicate, 5.1.1
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verbal roots, 10.1
verbal stems, athematic conjugation,

20.1–2
vocabulary, on glosses, 1.7
vocative, 5.1.5

voice, 3.4; middle voice, 11.2; passive
voice, 11.1; distinguishing middle from
the passive voice, 11.6

voiced consonants, 1.4, 3.11; with �, 5.3,
n. 8
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<!����, -�, -��, 7.1, App. 2.18
<!�0�;, 4.3, 11.9, pf. 16.5,

pf. pass. 16.15.3, aor. pass. 17.6, infin.
23.2 (box 1), 25.1, 26.4

D!;, pf. 16.4, pf. pass. 16.9, n. 9, 17.2,
17.6.2, 25.2

�V�A;, 25.3
�>�;, pf. 16.15.3, aor. pass. 17.6.3, 25.4
<�
�
	�A;, 5.1.4, n. 6
<�
�;, w. gen. 8.4, n. 1, 16.15.1, aor. pass.

17.6.4, 25.5
<�����, <���A�, 14.5, App. 2.21
<���, 3.14
<����;�, 8.6
<������;, 11.11, pf. 16.4, 16.15.1, 18.4.1

(box 1), App. 1.11
<��!!A��;, aor. pass. 17.6.5
<���, 14.3
<�
�!;, 22.9, App. 1, n. 8
<0
�����;, fut. 11.6, 25.7
<0
����
���, 5.1.4, n. 6, 13.3, aor. mid.

13.5 (box), aor. 17.1
<0���	��, 25.8
<0
��A��;, pf. 16.15.1, aor. pass. 17.6.6,

25.9
<�7������, 15.2
D�7
���, 11.6, 13.3, aor. mid. 13.5 (box)
D�7;�, 14.1, 26.17
<��A����, 17.5.9, n. 6
<�0�%
���, aor. mid. 13.5 (box)
�U���, -�, -�, 8.3, 8.4
<
�����, 25.10

����;, 18.4 (box), App. 1.11
����;, 25.12
��0��%;, 3.15, n. 18, pf. pass. 16.15.3

��������, 15.2
��A0;, fut. 3.11

!��, 3.14
!����;, 16.14, n. 15, 17.6.7
!A�
�, 15.3
!�, declension 11.11, n. 11
!��
���, 11.11, n. 11; 2 aor. mid. 13.4; pf.

16.15.1, pf. pass. 16.15.3, aor. pass. 17.6,
2 aor. mid. ptc. 18.6, 25.13

!	��, 14.1
!��B��;, 2 aor. 10.4.2; fut. 11.6, pf. 16.4,

pf. pass. 16.15.3, aor. pass. 17.6.9, aor.
ptc. 18.5, subj. 22.4, 23.6.1, impv. 24.2
(box 1), 25.14, 26.6

!���������, 15.2
!��
;, pf. 16.15.1, pf. pass. 16.15.3,

2 aor. pass. 17.3, aor. pass. 17.6.10, aor.
pass. ptc. 19.1, 2 aor. pass. subj. 22.3.4,
25.15

�A, 3.14
��X, 12.6 (box), 23.4.1
�����	��, 21.1, 25.16, 26.9
�A7
���, aor. mid. 13.5 (box 1), aor. mid.

ptc. 18.4.2, 1 aor. mid. subj. 22.3.2,
25.17

������
�, 13.5.5
��� w. infin. 23.4.6
����
�A;, 5.1.4, n. 6
������;, fut. pass. 17.4, aor. pass. 17.6.11,

25.18
���;��, 26.8, 10–12; ind. 20.3–9;

impv. 24.2 (box 2); infin. 23.3; ptc.
21.3–4, 25.19

�����
�, -�, -
�, 7.1

254
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��-�, 6.4
�
-�%;, aor. pass. 17.6.12
�o��
�, 16.14 (box 1)
�������, pres. mid. 11.10, aor. pass.

17.6.13
�������, 21.5, n. 7
��
, 15.9

=��, 22.6.2
=�	�
�, 8.7, 26.26
=!!�%;, 5.1.4, n. 6
=!���;, fut. 4.8 (box 1), 16.11, pf. 16.15.2,

fut. pass. 17.4, aor. pass. 17.6.14, 25.20
=!B, 8.1
E��
�, 15.3, 26.17
�T, 22.6.1
�R�
�, 2 aor. act. ptc. 18.5
�T��, pres. act. ind., 3.10, impers. use,

3.10.2, as enclitic, 3.10.1, 5.6.2, fut. 11.8,
impf. 12.4; pres. ptc. 18.2; subj. 22.4,
infin. 23.2, impv. 24.2 (box 1)

�T� with infin. 23.4.4, confusion with W�,
6.10, n. 10

�y�, ���, a�, 15.9
=��X�
�, 7.5
=�0��, 14.2
=� w. infin. 23.4.5; confusion with �T�, 6.10,

n. 10
=��	�
�, 8.7, 26.26
=���, -�, -��, 7.3
=0��;��;, aor. pass. 17.6.15
=� in Paul and John, 6.10, n. 13
E�7
���, pres. mid. 11.5, fut. mid. 11.7,

impf. mid. 13.2; compound forms, 13.5
(box 1), 16.15.1, pres. mid. ptc. 18.1.3,
fut. mid. ptc. 18.3.2, pres. mid. subj.
22.2.3, 25.21

=���;, 2 aor. act. subj. 22.3.4, 25.22
�U�!!���%
���, n. 5, 13.5, 16.15.2, aor.

pass. 17.2, 17.6.16
�^����;, 16.4, aor. pass. 17.6.17,

25.23
E7;, fut. 3.12; impf. 12.5; pf. 16.8; 2 aor.

10.4.1, 25.24
a;� w. infin. 24.4.5

%�;, 4.8, n. 10, 25.25
%��A;, aor. pass. 17.6.18

���X�, 8.1
��A��, 6.3
��A���
�, -�, -
�, 7.3

��	��%;, aor. pass. 17.6.19
���
���, 1 aor. mid. 13.3, pf. 16.15.2, aor.

pass. 17.6.20, aor. mid. 13.5 (box 1)
�A�;, 9.10 (box 1), aor. pass 17.6.21
����%;, aor. pass. 17.6.23

V�����, 15.2
����
��, 5.14
k�����, ind. 20.3–9; impv. 24.2 (box 2);

infin. 23.3; mid./pass. ptc. 21.3–4,
25.26, 26.8, 10–12; pf. ptc. 21.3

�������, 26.7
���A;, 4.8, n. 8, 1 aor. 9.10 (box 1), aor.

pass. 17.1, 17.6.24, 25.27
�������;, 11.11, n. 9, pf. 16.4, 16.15.1,

18.4.1, App. 1.11
������;, aor. pass. 17.6.25, 25.28
����
�, 5.3
����;, 16.15.3 pf. pass., 25.29

���A;, aor. pass. 17.6.26
������;, aor. pass. 16.15.1, 17.6.27,

25.30
�A!;, pf. 16.4, 16.15.3, pf. pass. 17.1, aor.

pass. 17.6.28, pf. pass. ptc. 19.2, 25.31
��;, 26.1–3

�������, 6.7, n. 7
����	�A;, 17.6.29
����	�, 14.3
�A!��, ��!���, �A!�, 7.4
�A!���
�, -�, -
�, 7.4
���%;�, ��X%
�, 7.4, 7.7, 15.8
�A��
�, 3.14
�A�;, fut. 4.6, 4.8 (box 1), 16.4, infin. 23.2

(box 1), 25.32
�A�
�, 15.3
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���� w. infin. 23.4.5
��������;, 18.4.1, App. 1.11
��, use in questions, 9.8
������, �������, ���A�, 15.4.2
���A;, pf. 16.15.1, pf. pass. 16.15.3
*;\���, decl. 14.6, n. 11
�������, 6.7
��-, 14.2

q��, v��, ����, 7.5

R��, pf. 9.7, 16.7, pf. ptc. 19.3; plpf. 16.13,

subj. 22.4; infin. 23.2 (box 1), impv. 24.2
(box 1), 25.33, 26.5

?�
��, 15.1
I��;, fut. 11.6, pf. 16.4, aor. pass. 17.2, 2

aor. act. ptc., 17.6.30, 2 aor. ptc. 18.5,
25.34

h�, v, h, 8.5, 26.25
h��, uses 5.8

U, 3.13; use in questions, 9.8

U����, 
U�����, 
U�A�, 15.4.2

c�, 3.14

Q�
�, �S��, �
��
, 7.5

0�X�, 14.1
0������A;, aor. pass. 17.6.31
0��, 0���, 0��, 15.4.1
0��7;, 25.35
0����, 14.3
0�X�;, 2 pf. act. 16.6, pf. 16.11, 16.15.1,

pf. pass. 16.15.3, aor. pass. 17.6.32,
25.36

0A�0;, aor. pass. 17.6.33, 25.37
0��0�����, 25.38
0��;, pf. 16.4, 16.15.1, 25.39
0�0�;, fut. 11.6, pf. 16.4, 16.15.1, 25.40
0�����;, 5.1.4, n. 6, pres. pass. 11.4; pf.

pass. 16.15.3, aor. pass. 17.6.34
0�����, -�, -��, 7.7
0����;, 4.4, fut. pass. 11.9, 16.5, pf. pass.

16.15.3, aor. pass. 17.6.35, infin. 23.2
(box 1), 26.4

0
�A;, 4.2, fut. pass. 11.9, 16.5, pf. pass.
16.15.3, 26.4

0����, 14.4

0
���, 0
���, 0
��, 7.4
0
���
���, pf. 16.15.2, aor. 17.1, aor. pass.

17.6.36
0����;, pf. 16.15.1, pf. pass. 16.15.3
0�� w. infin. 23.4.5
0��� w. infin. 23.4.4
0�
���7
���, 13.3, aor. mid. 13.5 (box 2)

������
�, 5.15, n. 19
���-, 14.2
���	�
�, 8.7, 26.26
���, ��, ���, 7.3
�0���;, aor. pass. 17.6.37
��, 8.2
�
��!�%;, pf. pass. 16.15.3, aor. pass.

17.6.38
��%;, 25.41
�;���, 14.3

����;, 25.42
�A��
�, 5.4
���A;, 4.8, n. 8
�A������, �A�����, 15.9
���A;, aor. pass. 17.6.39
����;, 25.43
������, ind. 20.3–9, ptc. 21.3–4, infin.

23.3, impv. 24.2 (box 2), 25.44, 26.8,
10–12

����, 16.14 (box 2)
���, ��, 15.5
���, ��, 15.6
���X�, ����, 15.9
��A
;, App. 1.45
�	!7��;, App. 1.46

^��X�, 8.2
^�A���
�, -�, -
�, 7.3
^0��7;, 5.1.1
^0�, agency 5.11.2, 11.1
^9�;, aor. pass. 17.6.40


���;, aor. pass. 17.6.41

�����;, aor. pass. 17.6.42

A�;, pf. 16.4, pf. pass. 16.15.3, aor. pass.

17.2, 17.6.43, fut. pass. 17.4, App. 1.47
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���, 21.2, App. 1.31, App. 2.9


�A
���, aor. 17.1, 17.5, n. 5

;��, 6.2, 6.9

@�, 14.2

;��%;, pf. pass. 16.15.3, aor. pass. 17.6.44

7���;, aor. pass. 17.6.45
7����, 14.3
7������, 2.8.20

l��� w. infin. 23.5
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Lexicon of Greek Words in Texts

for Translation

�

<!����, -�, -��, good, beneficial,
generous, useful (cf. 7.1, 26.18)

<!�0�, love
<!�0����, -�, -��, beloved, dear(est)
<!�0@ (-�;), I love (cf. 25.1, 26.4)
D!!��
�, messenger, a heavenly

messenger, angel
H!��%;, I set apart as sacred to God, treat

as holy, reverence
C!�
�, -�, -
�, set apart for God,

consecrated, holy
<!���, field, farm, countryside
D!;, I lead, bring, go (cf. 25.2, 16.9, n. 9)
<���
�, sister
<���
��, brother; in plural, “brothers and

sisters”
<�����, wrongdoing, injustice
�y��, -��
�, blood
���B�, Aenon, town in the Jordon valley, 8

miles south of Schythopolis
�>�;, I take, take up, take away (cf. 25.4)
�T�@ (-A;), I ask, request, require
�TB��
�, -
�, eternal, unending, everlasting
<�
�
	�@ (-A;), I follow, accompany
<�
�;, I hear, listen to (cf. 25.5)
<������, truth
<����� (m. and fm.), -A� (nt.), true,

truthful (cf. 14.5)
<�������, -�, -��, true, trustworthy,

genuine
<���@�, truly
<���, <��Ʌ, but (much stronger than �A)
<����;�, one another, each other

(cf. 26.27)
D��
�, -�, -
, another, other

H������, sin, sinfulness; sin offering
<���, amen, truly, indeed
<����, lamb
D� (an), particle indicating contingency
<��, each, each one, apiece (prep.)
<������;, I go up, ascend (cf. 25.11,

18.4.1)
<��!!A��;, I tell, proclaim, report
<��������, I am seated at table, to be seated

to eat as a dinner guest
<��7
�@ (-A;), I withdraw, go away
D���
�, wind
<��������, -�;�, resurrection
Ʌ����A��, Andrew
<�A�7
���, I go/come up
<���, <�����, man, husband (cf. 14.3)
D���;0
�, a human being of either sex,

person, a man
<�������, trans. (in fut. and 1 aor. act.) I

raise (the dead), I appoint (prophets), I
help get up; intrans. (in 2 aor. and all
mid. forms) I rise, stand up

<�
�!;, I open; restore, heal (of sight and
hearing) (cf. 25.6)

D������, -��
�, bucket
D�;���, from above, again
D-�
�, -�, -
�, worthy, deserving
C0��, C0���, C0��, intensive form of

0��, 0���, 0��

<0������, he answered (see <0
����
���)
<0A�7
���, I depart, go away
<0�, <0Ʌ, <
Ʌ, (w. gen.) from, away

from
<0
�����;, I die, face death (cf. 25.7)
<0
����
���, I answer, reply
<0
�����;, I kill, put to death, murder

258
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<0���	��, I destroy, kill, lose; lose out on,
mid. perish (cf. 25.8)

<0
��;, I release, set free; mid. leave
<0
��A��;, I send (cf. 25.9)
<0���
�
�, an emissary, apostle, one who

is sent to fulfill a task
<������, number, total
D���, now, just now
D��
�, bread, loaf, food
<�7�, beginning, first
D�7
���, I begin
D�7;, act. I rule, govern
D�7;�, -
��
�, ruler, official, authority

(cf. 26.17)
<��A����, weakness, illness
<����@ (-A;), I am sick, ill, am weak
<�0�%
���, I greet, say goodbye
�U���, �U��, �U��, he, she, it; himself,

herself, itself; same (cf. 8.3–4)
<
����, I cancel, forgive, allow, let go, send

away; release from legal or moral
obligation (cf. 25.10)

�

�����, -�X�, -�, deep
����;, I throw, throw down
��0��%;, I baptize; I dip or plunge into

water
��������, kingdom, empire, rule, reign
��������, king (cf. 15.2)
�������, -��, Bethany
���%���, Bethzatha, a pool in northeast

Jerusalem
�����[��, Bethsaida
��A0;, I see, look on/at
���7��, -�X�, -�, a little, short; ���7� ��, a

little, a small amount (John 6:7)
��@��, food
��@���, eating, a meal

 

 �������, Galilee
 �����X
�, -�, -
� a Galilean
!��
�, wedding, wedding banquet
!��, for (post-positive), since, then

!���%;, I fill
!���@ (-�;), I give birth to a child (of

woman); be a father of (of a man); pass.
I am born

!A�
�, -
	�, ��, family, race, nation;
offspring, descendants, kind (cf. 15.3)

!�, the earth, land
!��
���, I become, I am, it happens

(cf. 25.13)
!��B��;, I know, learn (cf. 25.14, 26.6)
!�@���, tongue, language
!
!!�%;, I complain, grumble, mutter
!���������, -A;�, scribe, expert in the

Jewish law (cf. 15.2)
!��
�, passage of Scripture (sg.), Hebrew

Scriptures (pl.)
!��
;, I write (cf. 25.15)
!	��, !	������ woman, wife

"

�������
�, demon, evil spirit, a god
"�	��, David
�A, but, and (post-positive); it usually

implies some sort of weak contrast, but
can also be used w. explanatory force
meaning “indeed,” “and moreover”

��X (w. acc.), (impersonal verb), it is
necessary, should

�����	��, I show, reveal (cf. 25.16, 21.1,
26.9)

��-���, -�, -��, right (opposite left)
�����, come!
������
�, -�, -
�, second
�A7
���, I receive, accept (cf. 25.17)
������
�, ������� (pl.), denarius, denaria
���, (1) (w. gen.) through, by means of; (2)

(w. acc.) because of, on account of; ��L
�
��
, therefore

����
�
�, devil
����
�
�, household steward, waiter,

servant
����
��, mind, understanding, intention,

attitude
��������
�, teacher
������;, I teach (cf. 25.18)
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����7�, teaching, instruction
���;��, I give, grant (cf. 25.19, 26.8, 10, 11,

12)
��A�7
���, I go or pass through
�����
�, -�, 
�, ethically just, fair, righteous

(cf. 7.1)
�����
����, justice, uprightness
�����@ (-�;), I vindicate, treat as just,

cause someone to be released from legal
claims, justify

��9@ (-�;), I am thirsty
��B�;, I persecute, pursue
�
�@ (-A;), I think, suppose; intrans. I

seem; impers. it seems
��-�, fame, honor, glory, reputation
�
-�%;, I honor, praise
�
��
�, slave
�������, I can, am able (cf. 11.10)
�������, -�;�, power, potentiality, act of

power
��
, �	��(�), two (cf. 15.9)
�B����, twelve
�;���, gift

#

=��, if, even if; =L� ��, unless,
except

W�	�
�, W�	���, reflexive pronoun,
himself, herself, itself; possessive
pronoun, his, hers, etc. (cf. 26.26)

=!!��, near, close to
=!���;, I rise up, get up, wake up; I raise

up (the dead) (cf. 25.20)
=!B, I (cf. 8.1)
E��
�, E��
	� (nt.), nation, pl. Gentiles

(cf. 15.3, 26.17)
�T, if, whether
�R���, �R�
�, he saw, they saw
�R�
�, -
	�, nt., visible form, outward

appearance
�>�
��, twenty
�T��, I am (cf. 26.13)
�R0��, he/she said, �R0
�, they said, �R0��,

they said (cf. 10.3)
�T����, peace

�T� w. acc., into, to, as; for (expressing the
goal of an action)

�y�, ���, a�, one (cf. 15.9)
�T�A�7
���, I come/go in or into, enter
�T�0
���
���, I go/come in, enter
�T�
A�;, I lead in, carry in, bring in
�>��, if, whether, �>�� . . . �>�� . . . ,

whether . . .or . . .
=�, =-, (w. gen.) from, out of
a����
�, -�, -
�, each, every
=�����;, I drive out, expel
=��X, there, in that place
=��X���, from there (adv.)
=��X�
�, -�, -
, that (cf. 7.5)
=������
�, -�, -
�, free; as noun, freeman,

freewoman
=�������, an assembly of people, a

congregation
=�0
���
���, I go or come out, come forth
F#���� -��
�, a Greek, non-Jew, Gentile
F#������, -��
�, a Greek or Gentile woman
=�0�%;, I hope
=�0��, =�0��
�, hope (cf. 14.2)
=��	�
�, -��, myself, my own (cf. 26.26)
=�����;, I embark, step in (a boat) (cf.

18.4.1, App. 1.11)
=���, -�, -��, my, mine
=�, (w. dat.) in, among, with; when, while,

during
=�����, here, into this place
=�B0�
� (w. gen.) before, in the presence of
=��
��, commandment, instruction
a-, six
=-A�7
���, I come or go out or forth, get

out
E-����(�), impers. it is permitted or lawful,

it is possible
=-
	���, authority
E-;, (w. gen.) out of, outside
W
���, festival, feast
W0�!!����, a promise
=0���;, I raise, lift up
=0��;, (w. gen.), on, over, above
=0����
�, adv. the next day
E0����, adv. then, next
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=0��;�@ (-�;), I ask for, I question
=0�, =0Ʌ, =
Ʌ, (1) (w. gen.) on, upon; (2) (w.

dat.) on, on the basis of; (3) (w. acc.) on,
around

W0��, seven
=�!�%
���, I work (for), perform a deed
E���
�, -
�, deserted; as noun, a

wilderness, desert
E�!
�, work, deed, task
E�7
���, I come, I go (cf. 25.21)
=�;�@ (-�;), I ask (sby a question),

request, beseech sby concerning sthg
=���;, I eat (cf. 25.22)
E�7��
�, -�, -
�, last, final; lowest
a���
�, -�, -
�, another, different, one of

two
E��, still, yet (adv.)
a�
��
�, -�, -
�, ready, prepared
E�
�, E�
	� (nt.), E�� (pl.) year
�U�!!A��
�, a joyful announcement, good

news
�U�!!���%
���, I announce good news
�U���, �U�A;�, immediately, at once
�^����;, I find, discover (cf. 25.23)
�U7�����@ (-A;), I thank, give thanks
E7;, trans. I have, hold; intrans. I am

(cf. 25.24, 16.8)
a;�, (1) conj. until (w. any tense); while

(w. pres. ind. only); (2) prep. w. gen. to,
until, as far as

$

%@ (-�;), I live, am alive (cf. 4.8, n. 10,
App. 1.25)

%��
�, zeal, jealousy
%��@ (-A;), I seek, look for
%;�, life
%�
0
�@ (-A;), I give life to, make alive

&

b, or, than
b��, now, already
v�;, I have come, am present
�&����, -
�, Elijah
v��
�, sun

���X�, we (cf. 8.1)
��A��, day
��A���
�, -�, -
�, our
u�, he/she/it was
�&��Z��, Isaiah

'

�������, -��, sea, lake
�����
�, death
��	��%;, intrans. I marvel, wonder, am

amazed; trans. I marvel or wonder at,
admire

���
���, I see, look at, watch, observe
�A����, -��
�, will, desire
�A�;, I will, am willing, wish, want, desire
����0��;, I heal, cure, serve
����%;, I reap, harvest, gather
��������, harvest, crop
����, God, god
��;�@ (-A;), I see, watch, observe,

perceive
�	!����, -����, daughter, female

descendant
����, door (of a house), gate
����
�, throne
��;, I sacrifice, slaughter

�

>��, >�
	, T�
�, >����, look! see! listen!
>��
�, -�, -
�, one’s own, belonging to one,

personal
V����, temple, temple precincts
����
���	��, �� and �, Jerusalem (indecl.)
����
��, Jesus (cf. 5.14)
V����
�, garment, clothing, cloak (of outer

garments)
k��, in order that, that (explaining sthg), so

that (where ���� is excepted)
��
������, Jordan river
��
	����, Judaea
��
	��X
�, -�, 
�, Jewish/Judean (adj.);

Jew/Judean (noun)
�������B��� and �������B�, Iscariot
>�
�, -�, -
�, equal, same; >�� (adv.)

equally
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�������, Israel
�����������, -
	, Israelite
k�����, trans. I set, establish; intrans. I

stand (cf. 25.26, 26.8, 10–12)
��;�����, John
��;��
, Joseph

(

�<!B, and I, but I, I also
�������, I sit, sit down (cf. 26.7)
����%;, intrans. I sit down, stay; trans.

cause to sit, set
���B�, just as, as
���, and; also, even (adv.)
������, an opportune time, time of harvest,

a season, a time of crisis (especially as it
concerns the end times)

�<��X�
� = ��g =����
�, “and that man,”
“and he”

�����, -�, -��, bad, evil, dangerous
���@ (-A;), I call, name, invite, summon

(cf. 25.27)
�����, -�, -��, good, useful, praiseworthy,

excellent, fine
���@�, well, rightly, correctly
(���, Cana
������, the center of physical, spiritual,

and mental life; fig. heart
���0��, grain, harvest; result; gain
����, (1) acc. according to; (2) gen.

against, down from
��������;, I go down, descend (cf. 18.4.1,

App. 1.11)
����!
�@ (-A;), I bring a legal charge

against someone
(�
����
��, Capernaum
��
���, head
������;, I proclaim (cf. 25.28)
(�
��, -�, Cephas, Aramaic equivalent of

Greek name /A��
�
�
0�@ (-�;), I work, work hard, labor
����
�, the world (as a place of human

habitation)
�������
�, stretcher, a poor man’s

bed/mat

���%;, I call out, cry out, shout
����@ (-A;), I hold, take, take hold of
����;, I judge, decide, determine

(cf. 25.29)
������, -�;� (f.), judgment, condemnation
��	0���, -��, -��, secret, hidden, private
����
�, earthly master or lord; Lord, as title

of God and Christ

)

���@ (-A;), I speak, say
�����, what is said, accent, manner of

speech
������;, I take, take hold of, receive

(cf. 25.30)
����, people, nation
�A!;, I say, speak, tell (cf. 25.31)
���
�, stone, precious stone
��!
�, a statement, a saying, an utterance,

a message, reply, story, speech; very
rarely “divine Wisdom”

�
�0��, -�, -��, rest, remaining, other
��7�
�, lamp
��;, I loose, untie, set free, destroy; do

away w., abolish (cf. 26.1–3)

*

������
�, -�, -
�, blessed, fortunate,
happy

�������;, trans. I make disciples; intrans.
I am a disciple

�������, -
�, a disciple, a follower (cf. 6.7)
����
�, more, rather; ����
� . . .b,

more/rather . . . than
����	�@ (-A;), I bear witness, testify
����	���, testimony, evidence
����	�, -	�
�, witness
�A!��, ��!���, �A!�, large, great (cf. 7.4)
���%;�, -
�, (comp. of �A!��) greater;

sometimes = superl. greatest (cf. 15.8)
�A��;, I am about to, am going to, intend

to
�A�, particle indicating contrast, emphasis

or continuation; indeed
�A��
�, however
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�A�;, I remain, stay (cf. 25.32)
�A�
�, -�, -
�, middle, in the middle
*������, -
	, Messiah
����, (1) (w. gen.) w., among; (2) (w. acc.)

after, behind
��������;, I leave, move fr. one place to

another, go (cf. 18.4.1, App. 1.11)
��, not (often used w. non-indicative

verbs)
���A, nor, and not, not even

(w. non-indicative moods); also used to
negate questions expecting the answer
“no”

������, �������, ���A�, no one, nothing,
no (w. non-ind. moods)

���A��, no longer, no more (w. non-ind.
moods)

�����, -����, mother
����, used in questions to indicate

negative answer expected
������, -�, -
�, little, small, of little

importance
���@ (-A;), I hate, despise, disregard
����
�, pay, wages; reward
�����X
�, grave, tomb, monument
���
�, -�, -
�, only, alone
*;\���, -A;�, Moses

+

+�%��A�, Nazareth
+�������, Nathanael
����, temple, inner part of temple,

including Jewish temple, sanctuary
������, -�, -��, dead, lifeless; pl. the dead
+������
�, Nicodemus
�
��, �
�� (m.), mind, intellect,

understanding, attitude
���
�, bride
�	�
�
�, bridegroom
���, now, at the present
��-, �	���� (f.), night (cf. 14.2)
���
�, law, the Torah

,

-����, -�, ��, dry; paralyzed

.

I���, �, way, road, journey

R��, I know, understand, perceive

(cf. 25.33, 9.7, 16.7, 16.13, 19.3, 26.5)

R�
�, house, household

T���, house, household

R�
�, wine
?��;, eight
h�
�, -�, -
�, whole, all
h�
�;�, in the same way, likewise, too
I�
�
!@ (-A;), I confess, admit, declare
?�
��, -��
�, name (cf. 15.1)
J0��;, w. gen., after, behind
h0
	, where (non-interrogative)
h0;�, that, in order that
I�@ (-�;), I see (cf. 25.34)
J�!�, anger, wrath
?�
�, -
	�, ��, mountain, hill
h�, v, h, who, which, what (cf. 26.25)
h�
�, -�, -
�, as much/many as, as great as,

all
h����, v���, h��, who, which, whoever,

whichever
h���, when, whenever
h��, when, while
h��, that, because (cf. 5.8)

Q, where, to which

Q, gen. of relative pronoun hmeaning

“whose”

U, 
U�, 
U7, not, no

U�A, not even, and not, nor; 
U�A . . .


U�A . . . neither . . .nor . . .

U����, 
U�����, 
U�A�, no one, nothing, no

(cf. 15.4.2)

U�A��, no longer, no more (w. ind. mood)

c�, then (temporal), therefore (in a

discourse or line of argument)

d0;, not yet

U�����, sky, heaven, circumlocation for

the divine name

U�A, not, nor; 
U�A . . . 
U�A . . . ,

neither . . .nor . . .

Q�
�, �S��, �
��
, this (cf. 7.5)

S�;, 
S�;�, (1) adv. in this way, thus, so;

(2) adj. such; (3) as follows
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U7�, not, not so, no indeed; also occurs in
questions expecting a positive answer

J
���A���, -
	, one who is under
obligation, a debtor

J
������, -��
�, debt
J
���;, I owe, ought to, be obligated
J
������, eye
?7�
�, crowd, a throng or mob of common

people
J9��, evening

/

0������
�, a child, youth
0����
�, child, infant
0�X�, -��� (m. and f.), boy, girl, youth
0����, again, once more, furthermore
0���
��, always (adv.)
0���, 1) (w. gen.) from, by; 2) (w. dat.) in

the presence of; 3) (w. acc.) beside,
along

0������;��, I hand over
0������@ (-A;), I invite, beg, urge,

encourage; request, appeal to
0������, I am present, am here
0�������, openness, boldness, confidence
0��, 0���, 0��, (1) without the article

each, every (pl. all); (2) w. the article
entire, whole, all; (3) everyone, all
things (cf. 15.4.1)

0��7�, Passover (festival), Passover meal,
Passover lamb

0����, -����, father (cf. 14.3)
0�����, -��
� (f.), homeland, hometown
/���
�, Paul
0���;, I persuade, convince; pf act. and

pass. trust, have confidence in
(cf. 16.6, 25.36)

0���@ (-�;), I hunger, am hungry
0����%;, I put to the test, tempt
0��������, a period/process of testing, a

trial, a test
0A�0;, I send, appoint (cf. 25.37)
0A���, five
0A��� (w. gen.) beyond, on the other side,

across to (the other side)

0��� (1) (w. gen.) about, concerning; (2)
(w. acc.) around, near

0���0��@ (-A;), I walk about, go about, I
live

0�������;, be left over, be more than
enough; I increase, have plenty

0����A��;, I circumcise
0����
��, circumcision
/A��
�, Peter
/����
�, Pilate
0��0����, I fill, fulfill, end (cf. 25.38)
0��;, I drink (cf. 25.39)
0�0�;, I fall, fall down (cf. 25.40)
0�����;, I entrust myself to, I believe (in),

I have confidence in
0�����, -�;�, confidence, faithfulness,

belief, faith; cf. the adjective, 0�����, -�,
-��

0�����, �, ��, trustworthy, faithful
0�!�, spring of water, well
0���@ (-�;), I lead astray, mislead; pass. I

go astray, am misled, mistaken
0���;�, -
�, (comp. of 0
���) more,

many; the most
0���
�, -
	� (n.) crowd, quantity
0�����, -��, full, complete
0���@ (-�;), I fill, fulfill (cf. 26.4)
0����
�, (w. gen.) near; I 0����
�,

neighbor
0�
����
�, small boat
0�
X
�, boat, ship
0�����, breath, human spirit, one’s inner

self, a ghost, Spirit/Breath (of God), a
wind

0�@ (-A;), I blow (of wind)
0����, from where? where? (interrogative)
0
X
�, 0
��, 0
X
�, what, which, what

kind of (interrogative pronoun)
0
�@ (-A;), I do, make (cf. 26.4)
0����, -�;�, city (cf. 14.4)
0
��� (gen. 0
��
�), 0
���, 0
��,

much, many; 0
���, many things;
often 0
�� as adv., often (cf. 7.4)

0
�����, -�, -��, evil, bad, sinful
0
���
���, I go, proceed; travel
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0��
�, -�, -
�, how much, how many;
0��� ����
�, how much more?

0����
�, whether (adv.)
0
�, interrogative adv. where? at what

place?
0
��, 0
��� (m.), foot
0����;, I do, practice
0��� (and 0�g� b), before (conj.)
0�� (w. gen.), before (time or place)
0�����
�, lamb, sheep
0��� (w. acc.), toward (prep.)
0�
�A�7
���, I come or go to, approach
0�
���7
���, I pray
0�
��	�@ (-A;), I worship, kneel
0�
��	�����, worshiper, one who

worships
0���;0
�, face, presence, appearance
0�����
�, previously, earlier
0�

����, -
	, a prophet, one who has a

close relation to the “breath of the
Lord” (ruach Adonai)

0�@�
�, -�, -
�, first, foremost
0��, 0	��� (nt.), fire
0@�, interrog. particle how? in what way?

1

G����, rabbi, teacher, master (honorary
title of address), my lord

G���, -��
�, what is said, a word, a saying

2

������
�, the Sabbath, the seventh day of
the week

2�����, also 2���� Salem (John 3.23)
2�������, Samaria (region or city)
2��������, -
	, Samaritan
2��������, -��
� (f.) a Samaritan (woman)
���-, ������ (f.), flesh, physical body,

human nature (cf. 14.2)
���	�
�, -��, yourself (cf. 26.26)
����X
�, a sign or distinguishing mark, a

portent
2��;�, Simon
����
0�!��, the Feast of Tabernacles

(celebrating God’s provision during the
wilderness wanderings)

�������, -�, -��, hard, difficult
��
��� (nt.), darkness
����
�, -
	� (nt.), darkness, evil
���, ��, ���, your, yours (sg.)
�0���;, I sow (seed)
�0A���, -��
�, seed; pl. children,

descendants
�����
�, -;�, stades, furlongs (about 607

feet)
��
�, shaded porch or portico
��, you (sg.) (cf. 8.2)
���, (with, dat.) with, in company w.,

together w.
�	��!;, I gather together, assemble
�	��!;!�, synagogue
2	7��, Sychar
�
��!�%;, I mark w. a seal or stamp; I set

my seal upon, I mark to indicate
ownership

��%;, I save, rescue, deliver (cf. 25.41)
�@��, -��
�, body, physical body
�;���, -��
�, deliverer, savior (cf. 14.3)
�;�����, deliverance, salvation, rescue

3

�A, and; �A . . .�A . . . , both . . . and . . . (usually
follows the word it coordinates)

�A��
�, child
�����@ (-�;), I make perfect, make

complete, fulfill, make mature
�A���, -��
�, an object of wonder, omen,

portent
��������
���, forty
�A������, �A�����, four (cf. 15.9)
���@ (-A;), I keep, observe, obey
3�������, -��
� (f.), (city of) Tiberias, Sea

of Tiberias (Sea of Galilee)
������, I put, set, lay down, give up

(cf. 25.44, 26.8, 10–12)
����, honor, respect; value
���@ (-�;), I honor, reverence; set a price

on
���, ��, who? which? what? why? (cf. 15.6)
���, ��, anyone, anything, someone,

something, some, any, a certain, a/an
(cf. 15.5)
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�
�
��
�, -����, -
��
�, of such a kind,
such as this

��0
�, a place, location
�
�
��
�, -����, -
��
�, so much, so

many, so great, so large
����, then, at that time
���0�%�, table, bank
���X�, ����, three (cf. 15.9)
����
�, -�, -
�, third
��

�, food
��B!;, I eat, chew
�	
���, -�, -��, blind

4

^!���, -A�, whole, sound, healthy,
cured

S�;�, -��
� (nt.), water
	V��, son, descendant
^��X�, you (pl.) (cf. 8.2)
^�A���
�, -�, -
�, your (2nd pl. possessive

adj.)
^0�!;, I go away, depart
^0��7;, be at one’s disposal, exist
^0A� (1) (w. gen.) for, in behalf of; about,

concerning; (2) (w. acc.) over and
above, beyond

^0�, ^0Ʌ, ^
Ʌ (1) (w. gen.) by; (2)
(w. acc.) under, below

^9@ (-�;), I exalt (sby), lift up

5


���;, I shine, give light

����@ (-�;), I make known, show,

manifest, reveal
5�����X
�, Pharisee

A�;, I bring, carry (cf. App. 1.47)

���, E
�, I say, mean, imply (cf. 21.2, App.

1.31, 26.9)

��@ (-A;), I love, have deep feeling for
5���00
�, Philip

��
�, a friend


�
���� (-A
���), I fear, am afraid of

��
�, fear, terror

	����, prison, jail


;�@ (-A;), I call, call to, call out

;��, sound, voice, utterance

@�, 
;��� (nt.), light (cf. 14.2)

;��%;, I give light to, shine on

6

7���;, I rejoice, am glad
7���, joy, happiness
7���%
���, grant, freely give, deal

graciously w., pardon
7����, -��
�, �, gratuitous service (free

from contractual obligations or
counter-service), beneficient
disposition, goodwill toward someone,
sign of favor grace, benefaction
(cf. 14.3)

7���, 7�����, �, hand
7
�@ (-�;), I am angry
7
���%;, I feed, satisfy
7���
�, grass
7����, need, necessity
7������, 6������, messiah, Christ
7���
�, time (chronological), period of

time
7;���, -�, ��, lame, unable to walk
7B��, country, countryside, field of

crops
7;���, (w. gen.) without, apart from

8

9������, -
	, a liar
9	7�, self, life, person, one’s innermost

being, that which gives life

:

x��, here, in this place
l��, moment, an hour of the day, short

indefinite period of time
e�, as, like, about (w. numbers/time),

when (w. time)
l�0��, just as, even as, like
l���, so that, w. the result that
�
��@ (-A;), I gain, profit, achieve (sthg);

help, benefit
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